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Tins firſt of theſe - Effoys » Was s publiſhed 
in the year 1771; anda ſecond edi- 
tion in 1773. The other Eſſays made 
their appearance in 1772. 
The Eſſay upon Continual Fevers, or 
rather upon the uſe of Camphire and Ca- 
lomel in them, engaged the public at- 
tention, as was evident, not only from the 
number of copies ſold, but by letters I 
received from Phyſicians in various parts 
of the kingdom, expreſſing the good ef- 


feects they had experienced from theſe 


drugs, uſed in the manner I had pointed 
out. It was not unnoticed in France, 
where, being tranſlated into the language 


of that country, the method directed for 
22 the 


the treatment of Continual Fevers was ſo 
well received, and approved, that I am 
informed Camphire and Nitre united 
were. fixed upon as a ſtanding medicine 
in the Hoſpital at Paris called La Charité, 
and there called Pulvis Temperans Anti- 
putridus; being ſubſtituted in the place 
of an Antimonial Powder before uſed 
under the title of Pulvis Temperans. 


In order to be certain whether this me · 
dicine continued to ſupport its credit in 
France, I deſired a friend to write to 
one of the Phyſicians of the Hoſpital, 
to which the following anſwer - was 
returned : . 

Nous employons les poudres du Docteur 
Lyſons, toujours avec h dans notre Hd- 
pital, | Rich 
A PAR13, Nov. 20, mY 


— j 


Some 
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Some years aſter the publication of the 
other Eſſays, I received a viſit from Sir 
John Pringle, to enquire whether I had 
purſued the practice mentioned in the va- 
rious diſorders treated of in thoſe Eſſays, 
and what was the ſucceſs; I acquainted 
him that I continued the ſame kind of 
practice, and with the ſame ſucceſs—That 
T1 found it neceſſary to give no more than 
three grains of Calomel, and ten of Rhu- 
barb in a doſe as an alterative; and that 
found that doſe, given once or twice a 
week, anſwer better than a larger doſe 
given at once, or a grain every Men 
continued for ſome time. 


With regard-to the uſe of Bath Waters : | 
in a Dropſy, I informed him that I could 
only appeal to the forty years experience 
of Doctor Pierce, who, in his Bath Me- | 
_ gives the ſeveral fignat inſtances 1 


have 
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have mentioned of its great efficacy in 
that Diſorder, under his direction. Modern 
practitioners at Bath, totally condemn the 
uſe of Bath Waters in this diſeaſe, which, 
they ſay, will rather increaſe than leſſen 
a Dropſy. The opinions of men, juſtly 
diſtinguiſhed for their abilities and exten- 
ſive practice, had made me cautious of 
acting contrary to the judgment of thoſe 
whom I admired and eſteemed. But, 
having fince ventured: to try the Waters 
in this diſeaſe;L-can'now, upon my own 
experience, declare that, whatever may 
be their effects when taken alone, great 
benefit may certainly be expected from 
them as aſſiſtants to other medicines. 


The Epilepſy, I informed Sir John, had 
often been removed by my Calomel Pills, 5 
| but that, if they did not remove it alone, 
LIahvays found them of great ſervice as 

* pre- 
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preparatory to the adminiſtration of che 
flowers of the Cardamine, which I had 
proved to be the moſt effectual remedy 
I know of in that diſeaſe; provided the 
flowers were well dried by a gentle fire, 
powdering them as ſoon as dried, and 
keeping.them for uſe in bottles well cork- 
ed. The method, by which the moſt ef- 
ficacious powders have been prepared, 
has been drying them, in a tin dripping- 

pan, or pewter diſhes, before a common 
fire. Thoſe which are prepared by the 
collectors of medicinal herbs for the Apo- 
thecaries are uſually dried haſtily upon 


ſtoves, and very often not ede till 
they are wanted. 


Another obſtacle I apprehend to the 
efficacy of the flowers of the Cardamine 
is, that I fear too much of the Stalk of the 
Plant is often dried, and reduced into 

| powder 
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powder with the flowers; whereas the 
virtue of the medicine conſiſts in the 
- flowers, and principally in the very fine 
thin petals; So that, to have the medi- 


cine in its greateſt purity and perfection, 


only the petals ſhould be uſed; and the 
more of the other parts of the plant is 
uſed, the more imperfe& the medicine 
will be. I could add the caſe of a boy 
who was cured of a moſt violent and ob- 
ſlinate St. Vitus's dance; as alſo the caſes 
of ſeveral patients cured of Epilepſies by 
theſe Powders, did I not hope that my 
aſſertion of what paſſed under my own 
inſpection and direction will be ſufficient 
to give credit to them. 


The above remarks appearing to Sir 
John Pringle to be of conſequence, he 
urged me to publiſh another. edition of 

the Eſſays: but, as ſome obſervations up- 
on 


* 
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on them, by way of Appendix, were then 
juſt come out, I declined. following his 
advice at that time, The volume now 
offered to the public contains the whole 
work, to which I have only to add ſome 
obſervations which have occurred to me 
ſince the publication of the Appendix. 


At Page 24 of the appendix, I menti- 
oned a remarkable caſe of a Dropſy, which 
_ commenced in Auguſt 1771 in a young 
woman of about twenty years of age, and 
was thought to proceed from a diſeaſe of 
the left ovary. She was tapped four 
times, and the water was twice evacuated 
by medicines, within the compaſs of a 
| twelve-month. She afterwards filled a- 

gain a ſeyenth time, when the diſorder 
was finally removed by ſweating, and re- 
turned no more to the day of her death, 
which happened in Auguſt laſt, at the 
b Age 
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Age of thirty-one, and being the mother 
of a fine boy, five years old. The difor- 
der of which ſhe died was a violent in- 
flammation of the abdomen, in which, 
during life, was to be felt u large deep- 
ſeated tumour on the left ſide, attended 
with great pain; which, for many weeks | 
| | before her death, was to be palliated on- 


ly WP opiates. 


The e body being permitted to be open- 


ed, the tumour above mentioned appear- 


ed to extend from the Pelvis to the left 

Hypochondrium, which ſpace it nearly 
filled up, and, by its preſſure upon the 
ſtomach, had cauſed a conſtant vomiting, 
of every thing the patient took, for a con- 
ſiderable time before her death. The 
width of the tumour was eight inches, its 
ſubſtance ſteatomatous, and in many parts 
contained matter. Upon its ſurface, in 
ſeyeral 


ſeveral parts, were tumours of. various: 
ſizes; ſome of them as big as a Hens. egg. 


Its thickneſs was three or four inches, and 


throughout its whole length it adhered ſo 


ſtrongly to the back, as not to be ſeperated 
from it. By its weight, and preſſure 
upon the left Kidney, it had totally de- 
ſtroyed that viſcus, Which was found full 
of matter. Pain, and many other com- 


plaints, indicated an obſtruction in the 
urinary paſſages, but no pus had ever 


been obſerved in the urine. whence it 
may fairly be concluded, that the uſe of 
the left Kidney was totally loſt, and that 


the urine paſſed by the right Kidney on- 
ly, for a conſiderable time before her 


death, 


By comparing the ſtate in which the 


body was found after death with the 


ſymptoms which occurred in the pati- 


b 2 ent 
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ent's illneſs, it cannot be ſuppoſed other- 
wiſe than that the left ovary, at the origin 
of her dropſy, was ſpecifically lighter 
than the water contained in the abdo- 
men; and that that ovary, or an hydatid 
attached to it, was the round ſubſtance I 
ſo plainly felt floating in the water, before 
the firſt operation of tapping: and alſo, 
in different forms, before, and after the 
ſubſequent operations, as I have endea- 
voured to deſcribe, with as much accura- 
ey as poſſible, in her caſe. This circum- 
ſtance tends greatly to confirm the juſtneſs 
of the late celebrated Mr. Sharp's opinion 
in this caſe, with reſpe& to the part 
where the operation- of the Paracenteſis 
was performed, and may ſerve as a guide, 
where it ought to be performed, in any 
ſimilar caſe, 47 


The 


To the R E A D E R. xn 


The liver was ſound, but its left lobe 
was obtruded into the left ſide by the 
extraneous tumour, as were alſo the ſmall 
inteſtines, which were empty, and much 
inflamed. The ſtomach was empty, and 
contracted to a great degree; the Colon” 
much inflated, and full of fœces. The 
right Kidney, the Spleen, Omentum, and 
Uterus, were all ſound. The Dropſy 
therefore, which ſo many times returned 
upon the patient, could proceed only from 
the diſeaſed - ovary, whilſt unconnected 
with the back; but when it became more 
ponderous, and adhered, it then gradually 
increaſed, till it arrived to the enormous 
ſize in which we found it; and was the 
irremediable cauſe of the death of the. 
Patient. 


At the end of the Appendix are added 
ſome obſervations upon the efficacy of a 
= WEL decoction 


decoction of the inner bark of the com- 
mon Elm in cutaneous diſeaſes, I continue 
to find the ſame practice ſucceſsful, when 
patients have ſufficient reſolution to per- 
ſevere in its uſe; and could produce ma- 
ny patients who have been cured of par- 
tial, as well as general foulneſſes of the 
ſkin by it. And am fo well ſatisfied of 
its great efficacy, that when I diſmiſs pa- 
tients, who have received a compleat 
temporary cleanſing, at the Bath Hoſpital, 
I recommend the uſe of a decoction of 
the elm bark after they get home, in or- 
der to effect a radical cure. 


BATH, Jan, Ach. 1783, 


DANIEL LYSONS. 
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PREFACE. 


HE following obſervations 
1 ariſe from memorandums 
taken in the courſe of practice to 
aſſiſt my memory when ſimilar 
caſes occurred Theſe, at my 
leiſure hours, I have laid together. 
At firſt view they may convey an 
idea of novelty ; but, upon a more 
ſtrict examination, will be found 
to receive a conſiderable degree 
of countenance and authority, 
from the moſt approved practical 
writers. 
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ef Cam 


. phire in continual Fevers, after the 


manner I ſhall deſcribe, will not 
in general fall within the pro- 
vince of the Engliſh phyſician, 


Who is ſeldom called in until the 


Fever is too far advanced for the 
patient to receive any benefit from 
the method I am about to men- 
tion. But the apothecary, who 
is commonly conſulted ſufficiently 
early in the diſeaſe, may reap ſome 
advantage from being acquainted 
with the large doſes in which 
Camphire may be given with eaſe, 
and ſafety. The phyſician alſo 
will find this intelligence of ſer- 
vice in other diſorders, as the ma- 
nia, perpetual watchings, deliria, 


and 
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and ſome of the more violent ner- 
vous affections. Upon all theſe 
occaſions I have given large, and. 


frequent doſes of Camphire with 


great ſucceſs in removing the com- 
plaint, and without injury to the 
patient in any other reſpect. 


In the continual Fevers com- 
monly attending Europeans upon 


their arrival in the Eaſt Indies, up- 


on the coaſt of Guinea, and in all 
hot countries, Camphire is found 
beneficial when given in the form 
of the Fulepum e Camphora, which 
can convey but a' ſmall portion of 
the drug at a doſe. - We may 
therefore expect much greater ſuc- 
ceſs from it when given in the 


large 
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large doſes, and adminiſtered in 


the manner propoſed in the fol- 
lowing eſſay. 


With regard to the uſe of Ca- 
lomel in continual Fevers, the 
phyſician will find himſelf more 
immediately concerned, ſince few 
patients paſs through the dreadful 
ſcenes uſually attending the latter 


end of bad Fevers, without pro- 


curing all poſſible aſſiſtance. The 
method obſerved in giving Calo- 
mel in ſuch caſes I have faithfully 
related, and ſhall be very glad if 
what I have delivered concerning 
its effects, may tend to excite per- 


ſons of better abilities than myſelf 


to give us fuller evidence of its 
utility. 8 


A. 
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The ſuppoſition that the ſeat of 
a Fever exiſts chiefly in the ali- 
mentary canal is a doctrine not en- 
tirely new, ſome hints of it hav- 
ing been occaſionally thrown out 
by others; but as the effects of 
the medicines I have mentioned 
appear to me very much to eluci- 


date, and confirm, ſuch a ſyſtem, 
I have therefore added theſe ſmall 
efforts towards eſtabliſhing ſo in- 
tereſting a point upon a more firm 
and certain baſis, being fully per- 
ſuaded, that whether it be true or 
falſe, is by no means immaterial in 


the practice of phyſic. 
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|  _Uron Tax EFFECTS or 
CAMPHIRE, and CALOMEL, 
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CONTINUAL FEVERS: 


SC THO 4. 


Introduction to the Uſe of Camphire in 
| continual Fevers. 


AMPHIRE is a drug poſſeſſed of 

as ſingular qualities as any in the 
whole Materia Medica. It has been uſed 
as an internal medicine for ſeveral cen- 
turies; and much has been wrote by 
phyſicians concerning it. 


Some have eſteemed it a cold medi- 
cine, and rejected it upon that account; 
but more eſpecially as it was thought to 
extinguiſh all inclination, or aptitude, 

for 


oO» = = > ON ET IO CY OR P29 aw AE be. 4s 4 
4 


2 Ess AY UPON THE EFFECTS OF 


for venery. This has been contradict- 


ed, and inſtances brought to prove that 
Camphire is not endued with any ſuch 
cooling, or miſchievous quality.* 


Whilſt it had the good fortune thus 
to eſcape being rejected, on account of 
its cooling qualities, it ſuffered in its 
turn by the contrary charge, of being 
ſo heating that it could with ſafety be 
adminiſtered only in 8 {mall doſes. 


Phyſicians being thus divided i in their 


opinions, Hoffman, in the beginning 


of the preſent century, endeavoured to 
bring this extraordinary drug into gene. 


ral practice, by writing a treatiſe upon 


the internal uſe of Camphire, in which 
he recommends it as a moſt ſafe, and 


nn medicine. 


Hoffman's opinion is, that it is poſ- 
ſeſſed of a cooling quality, and that it 
has a peculiar virtue, if given in the be- 
Finning of Fevers, to mitigate the vio- 

| lence 


-'n Hoffmann: Diſſertatio medica de Camphirz utu 


interno ſecuriſſimo et præſtantiſſimo, 4 ix. 
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lence of their acceſs, or rather entirely 
to eradicate the ſeeds of them. This 
virtue in Camphire he endeavours to 
eſtabliſh upon the experience of others, 
as well as of himſelf, and in the moſt 


earneſt manner, encourages future phy- 
licians to make trial of it.“ 


A later writer, in his ingenious ob- 
ſervations upon the diſorders which ge- 
nerally paſs under the denomination of 
nervous, ſays, that Camphire, as its 
effects in the mouth, and on the ſkin, 
and the eyes ſhew, is naturally heat- 
ing, but ſometimes it may cool, by 
leſſening, or removing, ſome diſorder 
in the body which increaſed its heat, 
and quickened the pulſe, 


La) * n 


La) 


Although the laſt- mentioned author 
aſſerts Camphire to be naturally heating, 
yet, as he allows that it may ſometimes 
cool, by leſſening, or removing, ſome 
diſorder in the body which increaſed 

2 its 


* Loco citat, & xi. & xv. 


. + Dr. Whyu's obſervations on the nature, cauſes, and 
eure of thoſe diſorders which have been commonly called 
N ervous, Hypochondriag, or Hyſteric, page $67. 
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its heat, and quickened the pulſe, he 
ſeems to come very near to what Hoff- 
man has advanced, namely, that it 
will moderate, or prevent the moſt 
dangerous Fever. 


It was reaſonable to have imagined 
that a medicine, uſhered into the world 
by the experimental authority of a man 
ſo eminent in his profeſſion, would long 
ſince have been eſtabliſned as a princi- 
pal medicine in Fevers: And yet, whe- 
ther it is owing to an apprehenſion of its 
heating quality, or to what other cauſe 
I know not; certain it is that, notwith- 
ſtanding the great pains taken by Hoff- 
man in its favour, Camphire is, even 
at this day, rarely uſed in ſo full a doſe 
as a ſcruple, or half a drachm, but is 
commonly given in the ſmall quantities 
of three or four grains, as an aſſiſtant to 
other medicines, eſteemed of greater 
conſequence.“ I think therefore that I 
cannot employ my leiſuretime with more 

ſatisfaction 


* The celebrated Dr. Huxham in his Eſſay on Fevers, 
page 120, recommends in malignant Fevers that Cam- 
phire ſhould be diſſolved in, or rather intimately mixed 
with, hot vinegar, after. the manner of the Julepum e 
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' ſatisfaction to myſelf, or benefit to the 
public, than in uſing my endeavours to 
reſtore the credit of Camphire, by ſhew- 
ing that it is really capable of producing 
the wonderful effects aſcribed to it by 
the excellent author above mentioned. 


This I ſhall attempt to do, by men- 
tioning ſome caſes that have fallen un- 
der my obſervation. I ſhall afterwards 
take notice of the opinions of the learn- 
ed reſpecting the qualities of Camphire: 
and, laſtly, make ſome occaſional re- 
marks concerning the manner of its 
operation. 


SECTION II. 
The Effefts of Camphire in Epidemical 


Fevers. 


B OUT ten years ago when an 

epidemical Fever prevailed in 
Glouceſterſhire, and in ſome of the 
A 3 adjacent 


Camphora: And Sir John Pringle, in his obſervations 
on diſeaſes of the army, p. 135, 276, adviſes Julepum e 


— wo joined to Contrayerva, Snakeroot, and other 
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adjacent counties, I had frequent op- 
portunities of obſerving its effects. This 
Fever, if not properly taken care of at 
its firſt appearance, after having con- 
tinued but a few days, ſo fixed itſelf in 


the habit, that it was not to be removed 


without great difficulty, and after a 


very long conflict. 


The uſe of cordial medicines, and an 
emollient nouriſhing diet, was the 
moſt general, and moſt advantageous 
method purſued. When unfavourable 
ſymptoms aroſe, attempts were made 
to palliate them; as for inſtance, by 
cooling medicines, given occaſionally, if 
the patient complained of heat and 
thirſt; by taking care to open the body 
if a coſtive habit prevailed, or the head 
was affected: but I had the mortification 
to find that, notwithſtanding the utmoſt 
of my own endeavours, and thoſe of 
ſome very eminent phyſicians, who were 
often joined in conſultation with me, 
we could never accelerate a criſis. The 
diſorder, after continuingthree weeks, or 
a month, and ſometimes longer, ſeemed 

| at 


B 


\CAMPHIRE AND CALOMELL 7 


at laſt to be quite ſpent, and removed 
by reſolution, rather than ſubdued by 
any peculiar virtue in the medicines 
preſcribed; although thoſe reputed to 
be the ant RIGA Weng ee 
tried. 


The urine of patients ill of & F ever 
was high coloured, and bilious. And 
although, perhaps for the firſt day or 
two, it might. have neither cloud nor 
ſediment in it; yet in the courſe of the 
diſorder it never failed to ſhew either a 
cloud ſuſpended at the top, or a floc- 
cous light ſediment at the bottom of the 
veſſel containing it. 


Dr. Johnſtone, , of Kidderminſter, 
who publiſhed an hiſtorical diſſertation 
of an epidemical fever, nearly ſimilar 
to this, which happened in the year 
1756, ſays, that the urine is too falla- 
qious to be depended upon. I have, 
indeed, obſerved that it frequently 
alters in the courſe of the diſorder, and 
often puts on an high bilious tinge, with 
2 licht ſediment, or cloud, or changes 

A4 to 
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to a clear amber colour, and vice verſa, 
without any remarkable change in the 
ſtate of the diſorder. * 


But yet the cloud at the top, or the 


light floccous ſediment at the bot- 
tom, ſo frequently occurred in the 
urine of thoſe patients who fell under 
my obſervation, that I eſteemed either 
of thoſe appearances, when preceded 
by the following ſymptoms, to be a 
ſure criterion of the lingering, danger- 
ous, epidemical Fever, which at that 
time ſhewed itſelf very frequent, and 


has ſince more ſparingly viſited thoſe 
parts, | 


Its firſt ſymptoms were heavineſs, 
great laſſitude, pains in the head, or 
back, and a lols of appetite. The pa- 
tient having continued in this ſtate for 
a day or two, was then deprived of all 

His ſtrength on a maden; inſomuch 
that the ſtrongeſt men have been ren- 
dered as helpleſs as children in ſo ſhort 


a Tpace of time as four days. This 


Fever — run through whole 
families, 
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families, eſpecially amongſt the poor; 
and was ſo well known, that every 
body dreaded the event of it upon the 
very appearance of its firſt ſymptoms. 


The ſymptoms attending the firſt. 
ſtage of this fever were ſufficient in- 
ducements for me to believe that the 
perſpiration was obſtructed. And the 
weak irregular pulſes, ſudden proſtra- 
tion of ſtrength, fetid celliquative 
ſtools, and purple ſpots, which were 
often oblerved in its more advanced 
ſtate, have generally been allowed to 
be certain indications of a very con- 
ſiderable tendency to a putrid habit. 


Upon this occaſion no medicine ap- 
peared to me fo proper as Camphire, 
which 18 efteemed by Hoffman as the 
Principal of all alexipharmacs,* and 


there- 


* Nos ſumus ea in ſententia, quod in univerſa rerum 
natura ad ſummovendam de corpore malignitatem, cujus 
naturam in penetranti putredine tam ſolidarum, 2 


liquidarum partium reponimus, vix ullum ſimplex Cam- 


phora detur præ ſentius atque potentius : hinc et jure ſuo 
alexipharmacorum . dici meretur. Deinceps ad 
contagii five maligni miaſmatis morhbifici vim infringen- 
dam, idemque mox ab initio de corpore propulſandam, 


ſummum Camphora eſt remedium. Hoffmanni Diſſert, 
med. de Camphora, F xii, 
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therefore recommended by him in 
malignant, and petechial, Fevers; and 
alſo againſt ſuch violent internal inflam- 
mations as are productive of ſphace- 
lation, and the greateſt danger.“ 


In the laſt inſtance we are adviſed to 
join Nitre with the Camphire, Which I 
have found an excellent addition upon 
all occaſions, as it makes the Camphire 
ſit eaſy upon the ſtomach in much 
larger doſes than it otherwiſe will by 
any means that I am acquainted with. 
And in like manner a few grains of 
Camphire are by experience found to 
be equally effectual in correcting a large 
quantity of Nitre. 


A variety of forms for the exhibition 
of Camphire, either in a liquid, or a 
ſolid ſtate, are given us by Hoffman, as 

elixirs, 


Hoffman de Camphora, h xviii. It may be added 
in confirmation of this doctrine that Dr. Pringle in the 
appendix to his obſervations upon diſeaſes of the army 
paper 1ſt, experiment 7th, ſays, that two grains of 
Camphire, mixed with water, preſerved fleſh better than 
ſixty grains of ſea ſalt: and, in paper ad, experiment 
the tenth, he obſerves that Camphire reſiſted putrefaftion 
more than Myrrh, or any other of the reſinous ſubſtances, 


o 
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ellixirs, eſſences, powders, &c.+ But 
as theſe are compounded with other in- 
gredients, which might render the 
operation of the Camphire rather dubi- 
ous, I choſe to give it without any other 
material addition than that of Nitre. 


As to the time of the diſeaſe moſt 
proper for the adminiſtration of Cam- 
phire, inſtances are produced from Ri- 
verius of its having wonderful ſucceſs 
in malignant Fevers, when given in 
the quantity of twelve grains, on the 
eighth, ninth, and eleventh days of a 
Fever, to patients labouring under de- 
liria, fluxes, hæmorrhages, petechiæ, 
and other dreadful ſymptoms. But 
Hoffman himſelf lays the greateſt ſtreſs 
upon, and very much urges, the giv- 
ing it either in the beginning of Fevers, 
or when a criſis is apprehended to be 
juſt at hand. 


A criſis rarely happened in the Fever 
which is the object of our preſent en- 
quiry, whence perhaps may be inferr- 


ed 


+ De Camph. & xx. 
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ed the reaſon that I had not the ſatiſ- 
faction to obſerve any ſignal benefit 
ariſing from Camphire, when given in 
its advanced ſtate. Dr. Pringle has 
taken -notice that when a malignant 
Fever has continued ſome time the 
morbiſic matter generally becomes too 
fixed to be removed by ſweating, and 
that then the Fever begins to elude all 
the force of bliſters, alexipharmacs, and 
ſudorifics, until the uſual time of its 
decline. Of this he ſays he has ſeen 
many inſtances, and mentions one.. 
Of this I could alſo produce ſeveral 
Inſtances, but in the early days of it I 
had the happineſs to experience the 
moſt defirable ſucceſs from Camphire. 


In that firſt ſtage of the diſorder, 
proper evacuations being premiſed, 
where neceſſary, my practice was to 
order twenty grains of Camphire, and 
ten grains of Nitre, with a little Con- 
ſerve, or fome other inoffenſive gluti- 
nous ſubſtance, to be made up in a 
bolus. This bolus being taken at night, 


and 


* Pringle's obſervations on diſeaſes'of the army, p. 266. 
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and repeated early the next morning, 
many, who have not been able to lift 
W their heads from their pillows, and in 


all appearance-were upon the verge of 
a long and dangerous Fever, have been 
ſo entirely recovered in twelve hours, 
as to go about their uſual bufineſs as 
ſoon as they aroſe in the morning. 


Whenever I gave this bolus I ordered 
a draught of white wine whey to be 
drank afterit, going to bed, and that a 
quart of balm tea, or ſome other weak 
liquor, ſhould be ſet by the bed-fide, 
becauſe the Camphire commonly made- 
the patient thirſty, and a copious ſweat 
was the moſt uſual, and falutary eva- 
cuation in ſuch caſes. However, it 
frequently happened that the Fever was 
removed without any thirſt, or ſenſible 
evacuation enſuing, but the patients 
found themſelves cured as it were by 
a charm. 


From a great number of inſtances, 
where people have been recovered by 
this method of treatment, I have ſelected 

the 
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ed the few following caſes, which are 


ſo very full to the point in queſtion, 
that it appears ſcarcely poſſible for us to 
be miſtaken in our opinion concerning 
them, -or to doubt whether the original 
cauſe of the Fever was removed by 
this bolus. 


CASE 1. 


RebeccaTaylor, a luſty young woman 


of about twenty ;years of age, during 


her occaſional attendance upon a gen- 
tleman whilſt exceeding ill with this 
Fever,“ was herſelf attacked by it, 
having violent pains in her limbs, loſs 
of appetite, and ſuch other ſymptoms 
as were well known to be 1ts uſual con- 
comitants. 


January the eighth, 1761, 1 ordered 


the following bolus: 


R. Camphor Di. 
Mitri purificat gr. x. 
Mucilag Gum Arabic, 
Syrußp ex althæa ana 9. 8. frat bolus, 


e 


. This ceotleman recovered, after lying a month in 


very great danger, 


. 
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This bolus was taken in the evening, 
; going to bed. A copious perſpiration 
enſued from all parts of her body; and 
the next morning ſhe was well, with- 
out taking any other medicine. 


CASE I. 


; 


A luſty, ſtrong, robuſt ug lad, 
under 20, who at theſame time was ſer- 
vant to the above gentleman, complain- 
ed of ſo violent a pain in his head that he 
could not ſit up. And at the ſame time 
was allo attended with a ſenſe of cold 
to ſuch a degree, that he could not by 
any means keep himſelf warm. 


After loling a ſufficient quantity of 
blood, I ordered him to take the bolus 
above preſcribed, going to bed. The 
conſequences were, that he perſpired 
freely in the night, and the next day 
was able to attend his buſineſs as uſual. 


'C A'S'E "1 


Another young man, upwards of 
twenty, ſervant in the ſame family. 
; Was 
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was alſo attacked with febrile ſymp- 
toms, at the ſame time, and taking the 
above bolus recovered in the fame ex- 
peditious manner. 


ASE IV. 


In the latter end of June, or begin- 
ning of July, 1766, a ſhepherd, ſervant 
to two brothers who were farmers, had 
frequent acceſs to his maſters whilſt 
they were ill of a Fever, which ap- 
peared to me ſimilar to the epidemical 
Fever that had prevailed in 1761 ; and 
afterwards complained of ſuch ſymp- 
toms as ſufficiently convinced me, 
and all that ſaw him, that he was at- 
tacked by the ſame diſorder of which 
one of his maſters was then dead, and 
the other dangerouſly ill.“ Confident 

| of 


* The ages of theſe brothers I believe were about 
* thirty. When I firſt ſaw them one had been ill fix days, | 
the other eight, wherefore I had not an „ ger of 
adminiſtering Camphire in the firſt beginning of their ; 


Fever; and, although I did give it afterwards, I ex- 
perienced no good effect from it. And the ſame ob- | 
ſervatian I have made upon other occaſions, One of 
theſe men died upon the twelfth day of the fever, 
the other upon the twenty-ſixth. They were both de- 
krious, and upon him who died upon the twelfth day, 


petechiz appeared. 
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of ſucceſs, Lgave him the Camphire 
bolus in the evening, going to bed, 


nn nat . c 


CASE 'F 


A more recent inſtance of me like 
effect of Camphire happened fince in 
my own family. Upon Saturday, June 
the twenty-third, 1770, a maid ſervant, 
after perceiving ſome febrile ſymptoms 
for a few days preceding, which ſhe 
thought too ſlight to mention, was on 
that day afflicted with a conſiderable 
degree of pain in the lower parts of her 
head and face. She had alſo a vertigo, 
great thirſt, a very * pulſe, and a 
white tongue. p 


After being bled: ſhe found herſelf 
it very low, her head as confuſed as be - 
1 fore the bleeding, and in no reſpett 
r relieved by it: her thirſt likewiſe con- 
b- tinued, and her pulſe was ſtill very 

4 quick. | 


i phos Ml From 


and the next morning he was ahne = 
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From thefe ſymptoms, imagining ſhe 

was ſickening with the epidemical fore 
throat and Fever, which had, in the 
preceding ſpring, ſpread over moſt 
parts of England, as well as in and 
about Bath, and from which two or 
three in our neighbourhood had but 
lately recovered, Idirected the Jollow- 
ing pills. 2 


R. Camphor Spirit Vin madefact 318. 

Conſerv Cynoſbat gr. x. 

Mucilag Gum Arabic, g. 5. ut fiat maſſa 
Pilularis, unde fiant Pilule no. viii. Sumat 
- quatuor hac nocte, et repetat hora tertia ma- 

tulina. | | 


Theſe pills were ordered to be waſhed 
down with a draught of mountain wine 
and water, and that a quart of water 
with a burnt cruſt of bread in it ſhould 
be fet by the bed fide. A few grains 
of Nitre were intended to have been 
diſſolved in the wine and water, and 
drank after the pills, but that was neg- 
lected. In other reſpects the pills 
were taken according to direction; 
the conſequences of which were, that a 


moderate 
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moderate perſpiration enſued, the 


thirſt, and all the other ſymptoms de- 
parted,* and the next morning the 
patient was well. 0 il ds 


x - * 


. Upon theſe occaſions I frequently 
ordered a ſecond doſe of Camphire to 
be given as early as poſſible in the 
morning, or at leaſt before the patient 
roſe, as in the laſt caſe. I believe the 
ſhepherd repeated his bolus about three 
o'clock in the morning, but I cannot 
recolle& that any of the others had 
more than one, except my maid ſervant. 
None of theſe patients had any relapſe, 
neither did they ſuffer any inconveni- 
ence from this method of treatment in 
any reſpect whatever. 


Since I wrote the above I have had 
the ſatisfaction to find Hoffman recom- 
mending the giving of Camphire, in 
the beginning of Feyers, in other parts 
of his works: and although he has not, 
3 B 2 that 

10 Camphire will in general occafion thirſt, But in 
this caſe 1t is remarkable that thirſt was removed by it, 


although, by accident, the Nitre intended to have been 
taken with it was omitted. 
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that I know: of, any where illuſtrated 
the utility-of Camphire, by leaving us 
a narrative of ſuch caſes wherein he 
found it ſucceſsful, yet, in his treatiſe 
upon the dottrine of putreſence, he 
encourages its uſe, in the moſt explicit 
terms, upon the credit of his own ex- 
perience, which his words expreſs to 
be exactly correſpondent to the caſes 
above recited.“ 


Dr. Pringle in his obſervations on 
diſeaſes of the army page 267, and 
276, amonglt other things. mentians 
Camphire and Nitre as proper in the 
malignant fever as ſoon as the diſtemper 
is confirmed, but at the ſame time ſays, 
that with regard to antiſeptics in gene- 
ral, it may be remarked, that tho' they 
are neceſſary for preventing the high 
degree of putrefaction, yet aſter the 
Fever is once formed, we muſt not ex- 

3 pect 


Plurimum itaque, imo ſummopere in malignis com- 
mendamus interne camphorata tam ad inflammationes, 
quam malignas febres ſanandas, idque non ex theoria, 
vel vana ſpeculatione, ſed ex ſolida ratione et experieutia 
ſuademus. e [27 

IT $4 08 | Die Putredinis doctrina, 5 28. 
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pect to ſhorten it by any medicine of 
that kind : as ſuch have no power ta 
remd vt thoſe obſtructions which” aue 
found ſo ſoon to take place. in tflis 
1 

To the inſtances 1 have 1 9 
tioned of the great ſucceſs experienoed 
from Camphire in the beginning of 
epidemical continual Fevers may be 
added, that it is found to he @ moſt 
capital medicine in thoſe dreadful von- 
tinual Fevers which viſit Europeans 
upon their arrival in feveral parts of 
the Eaſt-Indies, and upon the coaſt of 
Guinea. od | 


But it is not in continual Fevers 
alone that Camphire acts as a febrifuge. 
I have known ſeveral inſtances of its 
good effects in the intermitting Fever, 
the above bolus being given two or 
three times a day between the fits. 


However, having known it fail in ſome 
B 3 cuaſes, 


* Dr. Lind's eſſay on diſeaſes incident to Europeans 
in hot Climates, ** by, 90. 


STOLL. 471 , 
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caſes, and finding bark and ſnakeroot 
more to be depended upon, I ſhall not 
inſiſt much upon its JETTY in that 
dllorder, - | 


Having ſhewn the virtues of Cam- 
phire as a febrifuge, eſpecially if given 


in the very firſt ſtage of a continual 


Fever, we are next to enquire into its 
qualities, from whence we may endea- 
your to form ſome conjecture concern- 
ing its manner of operation. 


SECTION III. 


An Account 0 2 and its 
fingular Qualities. 


Her F MAN acquaints us that 
Camphire is gained from a large 
glandiferous tree in the Eaſt · Indies, 
and for a more full deſcription of the 
tree refers us to Breynius on exotic 
, plants, 
We may here obſerve that the remedy for continual 


malignant Fevers rs produced in the ſame climate where 
thoſe diſorders are moſt frequent, 


CaurRHIRE AND CALOMEL.: 23 


plants. f He ſays that theſe. trees are 
found, in great abundance growing 
wild in the woods at Japan; and that 
trees of the ſame kind grow alſo in 
great numbers, of their on accord, in 
the woods at Sumatra, and in the iſland 
of Borneo. They are ever-greens, 
and their leaves, bark, and roots all 
emit the ſmell of Camphire. 8 
Camphire is of two ſorts, native, 
and factitious. The native traſudes 
from the trunk, or branches of the 
tree, either naturally by the heat of 
the ſun; or artificially when any part 
of the tree is wounded. This ſort, 
which is granulated, and produced at 
Sumatra, and e is W rare. 


The e is . in 3 


quantities, and brought from Japan. 


It is there collected from the leaves, 
B 4 T0000 ts, 


+ 4. Arbor Camplcaifars Jap nica, folits Laurinis, 
fruftu parvo globoſo calyce breviſſimo, Breyn. Prodr. 1 
2. Arbor Camphorifera Sumatrana, foliis Caryophyli 


| aromatici longius - r fructu majore, oblongo, 


calyce 2 Tulipæ figurum quodamodo repræ - 
ſentante. n. Prodr. ij. 1 Theſe references are 
taken from Dae Pt Pharmatologia. ele eee PPT 
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roots, and branches of the tree; which; 


ter, and the Camphire, riſing with the 
vapour, is collected in cakes at the top 
of a conical veſſel placed over the pot 
or caldron, in which the parts of the 
tree are boiled. Theſe cakes are of a 
browniſh white, and when purified by 
a ſecond evaporation, exhibit the pure 
white maſſes called Camphire in the 
ſhops.* 


Since the firſt edition of this eſſay 
was printed I have had an opportunity 
of conſulting Breynius,+ who ſays that 
Camphire is produced in ſuperabun- 
_ tant quantities at Satſuma, a province 
of Japan, from a tree which grows to a 
beautiful height like a Plane or Syca- 
more, that it ſometimes attains the ſize 
f a vaſt oak, and that its wood, being 
folid 'and ponderous, is uſed in that 
country to build #heir beſt houſes, or 
palaces. Its leaveshe ſays are not unlike 


thoſe of. the lauzel a in ſhape, but in ſub- 


ſtance, - 


. 
1 Breynii Gedanenſis exoticarum aliarumque 
minus cognitarum planten, Centuria prima. cap. — 


being cut in pieces, are hoiled in wa- 
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ſtance, and colour, approach nearer 


to thoſe of the wallnut. To this de- 


{cription is added an elegant plate of a 
branch of the tree, and the extraction 

of the Camphire from the ſeveral ' parts 
of it is deſcribed in the manner men- 
tioned from Hoffman. 


A ſecond kind of Camphire, from 
the iſland of Borneo, in greater eſtima- 
tion, and more ſcarce than that from 
Japan, is produced from a tree there 
called Liono. This tree is leſs, and 
more ſlender than the other, the di- 
ameter of its trunk being, more or leſs, 
about ſeven inches. It has a ſpongy 
pith, or marrow, not unlike the elder; 
and the trunk is marked by joints like 
a reed. The Camphire produced from 
this tree differs greatly from the Cam- 
phire of Japan. It much exceeds it in 
price, is more clear and tranſparent, 
and does not by any means waſte and 
conſume as that does. 


A third fort of excellent Camphire is 
gained from the roots of the Cinnamon 
tree, | From 


| 
\ 
1 
10 
| 
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From this clear account of the two 
kinds of Camphire trees left us by 
Breynius ſubſequent authors have de- 
viated, and given us very erroneous 


deſcriptions, by confining themſelves 


to one ſpecies of tree only. Some tell 
us that it is a tree of a ſolid. compact 
ſubſtance; others that it is a ſhrub like 
an elder; whilſt others confound both 
ſorts together, and give partly the ſpe- 
cific marks of one, and partly thoſe of 
of the other. I thought 1t therefore ne- 
ceſſary to give the above exact de- 
ſcription of them, from Breynius, which 
might otherwiſe ſeem to be unneceſ- 
ſary, as belonging rather to ſpeculation 
than practice. 


Camphire is by Hoffman eſteemed to 
be a moſt thin volatile oil inſpiſſated,* 
which like the aromatic reſins - and 
gums, ſtimulates the animal juices, and 


increaſes the ſecretion of them : But 


he ſays it differs from all of them; in- 
aſmuch 


Oleum volatile tenuiſſimum, aft coagulatum, non 
liquidum Hoffman de Camphora, 4 iv. Huxham calls 
it a fine, volatile, vegetable Sulphur. Huxham's Eſſay 
on Fevers, p. 120. f | 


aſmuch as, not being incumbered with 
bo viſcid a fat, it is wholly inflammable, 
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and evaporates, leaving no reſiduum 
behind it, which is not the caſe with 
any of the gums, or reſins. Upon ac- 
count of this extaordinary ſubtelty, he 
ſuppoſes that, with great celerity, it 
pervades the moſt minute ſeries of 
veſſels, and ſpeedily diſſolves the hu- 
mours ſtagnating in them; partly by 
animating the relaxed fibres, and partly 
by opening the obſtructed pores; 
whence theſe humours, ſo diſſolved, 
are either exhaled, or forced into the 
circulation. 


. Other aromatic gums, as myrrh, 
gum ammoniac, ſagapenum, galbanum; 
the oils of cloves, cinnamon, lavender, 
roſemary : theſe, and ſuch like, by 
means of their aromatic particles, move 
the maſs of blood and humours, 
and violently ſhake the whole cor- 
poreal ſyſtem. But then theſe ſtimu- 
lating particles, being intimately unit- 
ed with a gummy viſcidity, remain 
long 1 in the body acting upon the cir- 


culation; 
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culation; whereby the blood i is greatly 
heated, and a Fe ver raiſed, or increafed: 
The difference between Camphire, and 
other oils and gums, he ſays, is farther 
illuſtrated by the following experi- 
ment. Camphire, if expoſed to the 
open air, will evaporate; but if joined 
to the expreſſed oil of almonds, or any 
other oil, its particles, being retained 
by the oil, will not eaſily get looſe 
from its embraces.* Hence the anci- 
ents ordered oil to be added to Cam- 
phire, in order to prevent its volatile 
parts from flying off. And upon this 
principle Hoffman ſays that one drop of 
the oil of Cinnamon will heat the body 
more than ten grains of Camphire. 
And that in general it adds little to 
bodily heat; he ſays he has often 
proved, by giving a ſcruple, or half a 
drachm, diſſolved in ſpirits of wine, 
and, ſufficiently diluted, to an healthy 
man: and that he found it occaſioned 
no > heat, or anxiety, but, on the con- 


0 Hof. de Camphora, & vii. . 
'+ Ib. item in 1 de Saint doctrina, 5 __ 


CAMPHIRE AND CALOMEL, 29 


trary, introduced a coolneſs, ame 
about the Pr cordia. * — 21 (ot 


The quality of Sn bn othich it it 
. — perſpiration, at the ſame time 
that it removes the ſymptoms of a 
Fever, is ſuppoſed. to proceed from 
its antiſpaſmodic virtue. For, when 
great "ak ſubſiſts, the muſcular fibres 
are conſtringed, and the pores of the 
kin cloſed, and ſhut up.+ Theſe be- 
ing opened, and the ſpaſm. allayed, a 
{weat immediately breaks out. Upon 
the whole therefore, Hoffman eſteems. 
Camphire, as the moſt ſubtle, pene- 
 trating, and at the ſame time leaſt noxi- 
ous drug in the univerſe: which whilſt 
it pervades the moſt. minute ſeries; of 
veſſels, is. ſo far from increaſing the 
heat, and tumult of a Fever, that it 
dn reſtrains and onen chem. 


Huxham, 
* Hoffm. de Camphora, { xi. Item de Putredin do. 


$ 28. In ſeveral recent inſtances'I have given a ſcruple 
of Camphire, joined to a few grains of Nitre without any 
preternatural heat, or thirſt being the conſequences 
and inſtead of increaſing, or cauſing anxiety have with 
pleaſure 72 the moſt troubleſome reſtleſſneſs re- 
moved b 

+ H6 2 Camphora, \ xviii. 


by * 
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on Fevers, page 120. 
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Huxham, ſpeaking of the excellence 
of Camphire in putrid malignant Fe- 
vers, informs us, that nothing more 
certainly «promotes a Diaphorefis, or 
eaſy ſweat, than Camphire, with this 
further advantage, 'that it by no means 


heats ſo much as volatile alcalious ſalts, 


and ardent ſpirits. —Befides, its ano- 
dyne demulcent quality makes it vaſtly 
ſerviceable in quieting the Erethiſm, 
and bringing on compoſure of ſpirits, 
and eaſy ſleep, when opiates fail, nay 
augment the tumult and hurry. Eſſay 


Having mentioned ſome of the qua- 
lities of Camphire, I proceed next to 
enquire into its manner of operation in 
removing, or preventing Fevers. But 
before we proceed any farther in this 
matter it will be neceſſary to take a 
view of the original cauſe, and quality 
of a Fever. 


SECTION 
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P 1 ON . 
Na. Cauſe ond Qual of a Fever. 


TI L Fevers have ſome ſpecies of 
irritation for their origin, proceed- 


ing * external. or internal CLUES. 


Firſt, From external cules; the ir- 
ritable matter of a Fever may be re- 
ceived by the mouth, or by the noſtril. 
The air we breathe is a fluid body; in 
which are ſuſpended the moſt healthy 
effluvia, and alſo the moſt pernicious 
poiſons. Of the firſt we are ſenſible 
from the fragrant air of a mild ſpring 


morning; impregnated with the fineſt, 


and moſt volatile, parts exhaling from 
a vaſt variety of vegetables. On the 
contrary, we are no leſs ſenſible of the 
unhealthy qualities of the air when a 
damp atmoſphere, loaded with noxious 
vapours, covers the earth. For then 
we 2 our ſpirits dejected, and the 

_— 
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ſeaſon becomes ſickly, by the preva- 
lence of epidemical Fevers. 


As the ſalutary, or noxious effluvia, 
produced in the common courſe of na- 
ture, are conveyed into the body, and 
cauſe health, or diſeaſe, according to 
the quality of the air that prevails; it is 
eaſy to conceive, that the effluvia iſſu- 
ing from ' contagious diſeaſes may be 
brought to us by the ſame medium, 
and at the time of inſpiration, entering 
the noſtril, or mouth, may paſs directly 
to the lungs, or being invelloped with 
the mucus, or ſaliva in the mouth, or 
fauces, 1 deſcend into enen 


Secondly, Internal cauſes may be 
ſaid to give riſe to the ſtimulus of a 
Fever. The bile ſtagnating in the gall- 
bladder, or ducts : ill conditioned mat- 
ter, whether in an abceſs, or wound: 
any of the juices fecreted by the glands, 
being obſtructed in their paſſage out of 
the body, as urine, ſweat, &c. when 
by any of theſe means the fluid that 
ng to be diſcharged! ſtagnates, it 

becomes 


* 
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becomes acrid; and, being abſorbed 
by the veins, and by them carried into 
the circulation, ſuch acrimony may 
be ſaid to be produced, and to raiſe a 
Fever from internal cauſes. 


But from whatever cauſe, whether 
external, or internal, the irritating mat- 
ter ariſes, ſooner, or later, according 
to its peculiar quality, it {ſimulates the 
tender coats of the arteries, and excites 


in them more frequent contractions, 


which of courſe moves the blood 
through them with - rats rapidity. 


A Fever then 1s juſtly ſaid to be an 
effort of nature to overcome, and ex- 
pel the morbific matter obtruded upon 


her.“ And the conflict continues 


until nature 1s ſubdued, and death 
cloſes the ſcene, or till the cauſe. of 
irritation, being intimately mixed with 


the animal juices is thereby broke 


down, and ſubdued, and afterwards 
GC carried 


* 


»FSydenham de morbis acutis. Sed. prima. Cap. 1. 
Cap. 4. 


P — „„ > ot. 
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carried out of the body by ſuch outlets, 
or paſlages; as nature has appointed. 


Thus, when the digeſtive powers 
are ſtrong, health is frequently reſtored 
in the ſpace of twenty-four hours; 
whence ſuch a fever is called an Ephe- 
mera, or Day- fever. But when the 
digeſtive faculties are too weak to 
overcome the irritating matter in one 
day, the Fever continues, and often 
extends itſelf to the length of ſeven, 


eleven, fourteen, or twenty-one days, 


and ſometimes to a longer date, befare 
the criſis, or final determination of life, 
or death takes place. Having ſhewn 
what a Fever is, how it. ariſes, and in 
what manner it acts; we are next to 
enquire after its ſeat, or that part of 
the body where it chiefly reſides, and 
from thence endeavour to form ſome 
conjecture concerning its removal. 


' 
F 


SECTION 
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SECTION V. 


07 the Seat of a FEVER. 


HEN a Fever ariſes by the 
abſorption of an acrid corroſive 
ichor taken up from an ill conditioned 
ulcer in the leg, the cauſe, and ſeat of 
the diſeaſe are manifeſt. And experi- 
ence aſſures us that except we can by 
external, or internal means, bring the 
wound to a better ſtate, the fever muſt 
gain ground, until all the humours in 
the body are contaminated. 


If by medicines, or any topical ap- 
plications, the humours can be inſpiſ- 
ſated, and the ſolids ſtrengthened, or 
the flux of ichor to the part prevented, 
the wound puts on a better appearance, 
and, in due time, being conſolidated, 
health is reftored. But if on the con- 
trary the endeavours both of the phy- 
fician, and ſurgeon prove ineffectual, a 

C 2 ſudden 
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ſudden mortification hurries off the 
patient, or he is conſumed by a flow . 
lingering maraſmus. | 


Whilſt a mortification rages cutting 
off the diſeaſed limb is no remedy. But 
otherwiſe, when a.man is reduced to 
the laſt extremity by a continual Fever, 
attended by colliquative night ſweats, 
no ſooner is the limb removed by am- 
putation than the ſweats uſually leave 
him, the Fever abates, and the conſti- 
tution is gradually mended: and by 
the time the ſtump is healed the patient 
generally finds himſelf perfectly re- 
covered. 


What happens viſibly in daily prac- 
tice from external cauſes, as in the 
caſe above mentioned, may by analogy 
be concluded to take place in the re- 
ceſſes of the body impervious to our 
outward ſenſes. Thus could we, with- 
outs deſtroying the patient, take away 
the part where the peccant matter re- 
ſides internally, we might expect the 
ſame ſucceſs as from removing a diſ- 


eaſed 
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_ eaſed limb. | But as the lungs, liver, 


and other internal parts cannot be taken 
away, but with life itſelf; therefore, 

whenever an abceſs happens, and 
thence the irritating cauſe of a Fever 
reſides in any of the viſcera, the only 
methods of relief are, by inward means 
to expel it out of the body, or to make 
a drain for the corroſive matter imme- 
diately from the part affected. | 


When the body has contracted an 
hectic fever, by the abſorption of pu- 
trid matter from the lungs, - health has 
been reſtored by a drain being made 
for the diſcharge of the irritating cauſe. 
Of this Willis has given us two in- 
ſtances.* t 


CG AS E 


A gentleman of a middle age, from a 
good ſtate of health being fallen into an 
hectic Fever, had an abceſs burſt in his 
lungs, and in the ſpace of four or five 

; C3 hours 
* Thomez Willis, Pharmaceutice Rationalis, ſive 


Diatriba de medicamentorum operationibus in corpore 
humano. Quarto, p. 205. 


A 
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hours about two pounds of purulent, 
very fetid matter were thrown up by 
coughing. The cough continued af- 
terwards for two months; and a quan- 
tity of thick, purulent, highly ſetid 
matter was daily ſpit up, until by con- 
ſumption of his fleſn, and proſtration of 
ſtrength, he was reduced to the moſt 
languid, and emaciated ſtate, whilſt 
the ſtench ariſing from his ſpittle, and 
breath made his room ſo very offenſive 
to his family, and ſervants, that they 
could not, for any length of time, bear 
to be preſent with him. 


In this ſtate of things, Willis, in con- 
ſultation with two other eminent phy- 
ſicians, propoſed making an opening 
into the thorax by means of a cautery, 
and, upon laying bare the breaſt for 
that purpoſe, a tumor appeared on the 
left ide. This tumor being in three 
days broke, by means of a ſuppurative 
plaiſter applied to it, a thin ichor firſt 
appeared, and a little afterwards a yel- 
low concocted pus. From the time this 
flux took place the fetid ſpitting began 

iQ 
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to decreaſe, and in fourteen days en- 
tirely ceaſed; the morbific matter find- 
ing a more convenient and ſpeedy exit. q 
The aperture was at length turned into 
an iſſue, and within half a year, all 


pectoral taint was entirely ſhook off, 


and · the patient reſtored to his former | 
robuſt GY conſtitution. 


G ASR Wh? 


A lady, who for many years had 
been troubled with a cough, and heat 
about the præcordia, had an abceſs 
burſt in her lungs, and immediately 4 
copious excretion of filthy ſtinking 
matter enſued. This kind of ſpitting 
having continued for a week, and 
ſeeming rather to be increaſed than 
diminiſhed, notwithſtanding the means 


; "% 
4353 


of relief ſhe made uſe of, an iſſue was 


made in her fide, near the place from 
whence ſhe perceived the pus to aſcend; 

and, within three days from the time 
of the iſſue being cut, true pus, ſuch 
as ſhe ſpit up, began to flow through it. 
Laſtly, the morbific matter, finding a 
ſufficiently free vent by the iſſue, the 


04 
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cough, and ſpitting of pus entirely ceaſ- 
ed, and within a fortnight the patient | 
WAS perfectly well.“ Wy 


'To- the e ads by added in- 
ſtances of the ſame good effects being 
produced by drains . from abceſſes 
in the liver, and other internal parts; 
all which ſhew, that the Fevers, and ill 
habits of ſuch patients were entirely 
owing to the contagion of the poi ſonous 
contents of the abceſſes; ſince theſe 
being removed, health has been in 
conſequence reſtored. 


As we obſerve ſuch great benefit 
often ariſes in a ſymptomatic Fever, by 
taking away the irritating cauſe of it 
from the part originally affected, it fol- 
| lows, that whenever a Fever is reinov- 
ed, or prevented, by the adminiſtra- 

tion of any medicine, that medicine 
muſt operate upon the irritating cauſe 
of the Fever; either directly, by its 
own 


* A remarkable inſtance of a conſumption being ka 
a ſeton made between two of the ribs is mentioued in. 


the laſt volume of the Medical Eſſays, article 60. 
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own ſpecific virtue, expelling it from. 
the body ; or indirectly, by its action 
upon the fluids, or ſolids, enabling na- 
ture to perform the Worms | 


The ope ration of G in remov- 
ing contagious Fevers is by Hoffman 
ſuppoſed to be effected by its antiſpaſ- 
modic virtue, relaxing the fibres of the 
ſmall veſſels, which are conſtringed by 
the febrile irritating matter,“ at the 
ſame time that this ſubtle, penetrating, 
drug attenuates the viſcid humours 
ſtagnating in theſe veſſels: whence a a 
ſweat enſues, and carries off the diſ- 
eaſe.+F Hence then it appears that Hoff- 
man, in this caſe at leaſt, underſtands 
the ſeat of a Fever to exiſt in viſcid 
matter obſtructing the organs of per- 
ſpiration. 


This opinion is ſupported by moſt of 
the modern phyſicians, and applied to 
Fevers in general. But there are ſome 
who look for the ſeat of Fevers in a 
more obvious part, the ſtomach. And 

although 
See page 29. + Page 27. | 
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although Hoffman does not ſeem to 
have had an idea of any other manner 
by which Camphire could be ſuppoſed 
to remove a Fever, except by its very 
minute parts inſinuating themſelves 
into the minima vaſa; yetWhytt, in his 
treatiſe upon nervous diſorders, pages 
365, 366, and 444, informs us, that its 
moſt remarkable effects are owing ra- 
ther to its action upon the nerves of the 
ſtomach, than to its being mixed with 
the blood. He likewiſe adds ſome 
farther confirmation of this doctrine in 
another part of the ſame work, page 
344, where, ſpeaking of the effects of 
ſteel, he fays,—* The Chalybeat wa- 
* ters, although they contain but a very 
* {mall proportion of Iron, are often ob- 
* ſerved to have remarkable effects in 
* ſtrengthening the body. Particularly 
the waters of Bath in Somerſetſhire 
' © have been of great uſe to many, who, 

from a weak {tate of the ſtomach and 
* bowels, were affected with low ſpirits, 
and other nervous complaints. 


"It 


It 
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It may be worth while to obſerve, 
that notwithſtanding the remarkable 
effects of Chalybeats in many diſeaſes, 
« yet theſe medicines in a ſtate of ſolu- 
tion, or in a ſaline form, do not ſeem 
to enter the blood. If fal mar- 
© tis and other preparations of iron do 
not enter the blood, it is obvious they 
* muſt produce their effects folely by 
* {trengthening the ſtomach and intef- 
* tines; whence not only the digeſtion 
* of the aliment will be better perform- 


ed, but by means of that remarkable 


* ſympathy which ſubſiſts between the 
* alimentary canal, and the whole ſyſ- 
tem, a greater degree of vigour will 
be communicated to every part of the 
body: for there is nothing more cer- 

| tain, 


* Whytt founds his. opinion u an experiment of 
Dr, Wright, in Philoſophical Tranſactions for 1750, 
vol. zo, part 2d. p. 595, Where the Doctor having made 
a dog, who had faſted 36 hours, ſwallow a pound of 
bread and milk, with which he had mixed an ounce 
and a half of ſal martis, diſſolved in a ſufficient quantity 
of water and filtrated ; he open'd the dog an hour after, 
and collected from the thoracic duct near half an ounce 
of chyle, which did not ſuffer the leaſt change of colour 
by dropping into it a tinfture of galls; although. this 
fame chyle, after a quarter of à grain of ſal martis was 


diffolved in it, acquired a deep purple colour from that 
tintture N , * 
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* tain, than that we feel ourſelves either 
* vigorous and healthful, or feeble and 
* ſickly, as the nerves of the ſtomach 
* and bowels are in a ſound, or an 1n- 
firm ſtate. 


Whatever regard is to be paid to the 
ſuppoſition that iron, neither in a ſaline 
form, nor 1n a ſtate of ſolution, enters 
the blood, certain it is, that invalids, 
coming to Bath, in a very weak, lan- 
guid condition, frequently find relief 
and refreſhment from our medicinal 
waters, as ſoon as they are drank. 
Others, who do not find this immedi-— 
ate effect, generally obſerve the firſt 
ſymptoms of amendment to be an in- 
_ creaſe of appetite. 


Theſe effects of Bath waters ſhew 
that their firſt operation is upon the 
ſtomach, but that they alſo contain 
principles which moſt probably enter 
the blood, may be concluded from their 
very ſignal diuretic virtue. And in 
like manner Camphire, although its firſt, 
and principal, operation is probably 

upon 
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upon the ſtomach, may yet ſometimes, 
by its ſubtlety, paſs through the ſmal- 
leſt ſeries of veſſels, and occaſion per- 
ſpiration. 


The ſickneſs at ſtomach in the be- 
ginning of an eruptive Fever, before 
the puſtules appear upon the ſkin, its 
going off as ſoon as the effloreſcence 
ſhews itſelf, its returning again if the 
eruption happens to be repelled, all 
prove the great correſpondence there 
is between the pores of the {kin and the 
ſtomach. Therefore, whether the bare 
action of Camphire upon the ſtomach 
may affect the organs of perſpiration 
by the ſympathy of the nervous ſyſtem, 
or whether 1t really enters the perſpir- 
able veſſels I will not pretend to deter- 
mine. But I am rather inclined to 
believe that Camphire removed the 
Fevers in the caſes above mentioned 
chiefly by its peculiar influence upon 
the ſtomach, and therefore cannot but 
conclude that the Fever principally re- 
ſided in that part. 


In 
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In this opinion Iam farther confirmed 
by the following obſervations. A foul 
ſtomach will often cauſe the head- ach. 
A fracture of the ſkull, or a ſtone paſ- 
ſing the ureter, will commonly occa- 
ſion ſickneſs, and vomitting. The ir- 
ritating cauſe of the gout, affecting the 
foot with great pain, frequently leaves 
its firſt reſidence, and immediately the 
ſtomach ſuffers from it. | 


In ſuch a cafe ſtimulating medicines, 
eſſentially warm, being given, the 
ſtomach is relieved, and the gout re- 
turns to the foot, or attacks ſome other 
of the extreme parts. A common purge, 
as rhubarb, or ſena, will often affect 
the ſchneiderian membrane of the noſe, 
and occaſion a flux from it as ſoon as 
the medicine is in the ſtomach, ſimilar 
to what happens during the operation 
of a vomit. I have known a perſon 
troubled with nervous throbbing pains 
in the head, repeatedly ſuffer a return 
of them during the operation of a com- 
mon cathartic, as often as it was taken. 


Old ulcers 1 in the legs have been alſo 
known 


4 
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known to be affected with a con- 
ſiderable degree of irritation and pain 
upon the like occaſions. When water 
is contained in the ventricles of the 
brain, the patient is commonly troubled 
with gripings, and pains in the inteſ- 
tines, nearly ſimilar to what uſually 
attend worm caſes.“ Since therefore 
ſuch a ſurpriſing communication ap- 
pears to be maintained between the 
ſtomach and all parts of the body, from 
the crown of the head even to the ſole 
of the foot, is it not extremely proba- 
ble, that diaphoretics affect the perſpir- 
able veſſels rather by ſympathy from 
the nerves of the ſtomach, than that 
they are carried directly to the ſmalleſt 
ſeries of veſſels, in order to commence 
their firſt operation p 


A 


Several of theſe inſtances are mentioned in the 
fourth volume of the medical obſervations and enquiries 
oy e | | 

+ That Camphire acts by an immediate ſtimulus is 
rendered more clear by the following obſervation. In 
the caſe of a relaxed uvula, if the part be touched 
Camphire powdered it immediately contracts, and the 
diſorder is cured. Of this I was informed by a friend, 
and have ſince ſeen three inſtances of its ſucceſs. The 
Camphire was applied by means of a probe. In one of 
the caſes I ſaw the uvula inſtantly contract itſelf, and all 
of them were cured hy Camphire being thus uſed. 
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A glaſs of good port wine given to a 
perſon in a Fever, who has a ſmall 
quick pulſe, will, as J have experienc- 
ed, and others have obſerved,* afford 
refreſhment to the patient, and the 
pulſe at the ſame time will become 
more flow, and full: yet wine 1s not 
cooling, but its effect in ſuch a caſe 


proceeds from its action upon the ſto- 


mach. Whether Camphire in like 
manner 1s really a cooling medicine, or 
not, 1s not very material, ſuppoſing it 
is endued with a peculiar virtue in re- 
moving continual Fevers, when given 
ſufficiently early in the diſeaſe, and 
after the manner above deſcribed. 


I have already mentioned Camphire 
as a good medicine in the continual 
Fevers of hot countries, but it does not 
appear to be given in larger quantities 
than are uſual in the Julepum e Cam- 


pliora. Upon this occaſion therefore I 


beg leave to introduce a quotation from 


Doctor Lind. 
* After 


* See Whytt on nervous Diſdorders, page 367. Alſo 
Huxham's Eſſay on Fevers, page 86. 
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After the rainy ſeaſon at Senegal oF; 
7 began, a low malignant Fever ſpreud 


itſelf among the Europeans. It ſeem- 


ed to proceed from a poiſon, as it 
vere got into the mach, beginning 


withſſevere reachings, and often with 


a vomiting of bile. Upon its firſt at- 
tack in this way a few grains of tartar 
*:emetic being adminiſtered, if tlie 
medicine operated both upwards and 
downwards it commonly relieved, 
and often entirely abated all the 
ſymptoms ; but this lucid interval 
continued only a ſhort time, for com- 
monly in fix hours afterwards the Fe- 
ver and vomiting returned, accom- 
panied with a delirium. The admi- 
niſtration of a ſecond emetic did not 


produce ſo good an effect, or cauſe a 


remiſſion of the Fever. A ſecond re- 


miſſion was however ſometimes ac- 


* compliſhed by the Fulepwn e Cam- 


© phora, Pharmacopgic Londinenſis, and 


the hauſtus ſalinus Pharmacopeic Edin. 
* burgenfis ; and then the bark was ad- 
© miniſtered without delay.“ Quere? 
146 112 D- | | I. might 


Liud's Eſſay on diſeaſes of hot countries, page 55+ 


— 
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might not the above Camphire bolus 
probably have ſucceeded if it had been 
given immediately, upon the firſt re- 
miſſion being obtained by the emetic ? 
And if upon trial in this manner, or ra- 
ther upon the very firſt ſymptom of the 
Fever being perceived, it ſnould be 
found as effectual in putting an entire 
ſtop to the progreſs of an Eaſt Indian 
Fever, as it was in cradicating the ſeeds 
of the epidemical Fever in Glouceſter- 
ire, may we not have reaſon to carry 
our views a little farther, and hope 
that, even the dreadful effects of the 
Plague itſelf may be prevented, if large 
doſes of Camphire are oppoſed to it up- 
on che ä of AY ſymptoms? 


„ - ae appears to 1 a 
great opinion of the good effects of 
Camphire in this diſeaſe, ſays, that as 
reaſon, and, that beſt of guides i in me- 
dical matters, experience join their 
conſent in its favour we may juſtly 
conclude, that in putrid malignant diſ- 
orders, and even in the Plague itſelf, 
re is to be preferred to all other 
alexipharmacs 


- 
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edelyHrthacs: His own” opinion he 
farther ſtrengthens by quotations from 
many other authors, well deſerving the 
attention of thoſe who may expect to 
have this dreadful diſeaſe ever come 
under their care. ne 


SECTION VI. 


YT SS + % FB 


o the Form, and Doſe n proper for 
i "the: adminiſtration 07 Cn, 


T* moſt ſimple uncompounded 
manner of giving Camphire in a 
ſtate of ſolution, recommended by 
Hoffman, is, by diſſolving it in ſpirit 
of wine, and then diluting it ſufficient- 
ly . Now although ſpirit of wine 
will ſo perfectly diſſolbe Camphire as 
to exhibit a clear tranſparent liquor; 
yet, upon the addition of a watery fluid, 
the Camphire is immediately ſeparated 

D 2 from 


3238 ts 
9 


* De Camphoin, iii. xiv. 


+ De Camphora, 4 xi. Half an ounce of good 1 pirit 
of wine * diſſolve half a drachm of Cantpbire. 


—— — ä — — 2 
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from the; ſpirit, and its parts fg uniting 
cqagulate, and from large diſagreeable 
maſſes. The Camphire alſo, retaining 
its pungency, irritates the mouth and 
fauces to ſuch a degree, as to render it 
very difficult to be taken 1 in any large 
quantity. However, ſhould a liquid 
form be required for the adminiſtration 
of Camphire, the moſt commodious 
method of mixing it with a watery fluid, 
that I am acquainted with, is by o 

ing the Camphire with'w little fo; iri fe of 
wine, and then rubbing it with a fafh- 


cient quantity of mucilage of Gum Ara- 


bic, before the watery: parts are adde. 
Or a good extempore draught ma be 
readily: . net in the ow peas: mane! 


1 Ni 1 | „Soll 

RR Campo. lb non bit, tithe Fo 
Srl er Wl e wort . 
- width re eee ataqꝗ d Hlivr 


e gr. Xx 3 
iP i W's alb zi. fiat puls, n Han. 


"NEIL in mortario terendo 
® | * 17 


5 49 fontan 31j. * 80 114 


This forms an uniform white Araüght, 


ſufficiently agreeable to the eye, and 


” | * 3 
AY 5 9 
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mot very pungent to the taſte. I have 
given it, as well as the bolus. above 
mentioned, with great ſucceſs in re- 
moving a delirium; and have found it 
equally efficacious: in preventing byf- 
terle fits; except when a plethora, or 
ſome" other . cauſe 2 
rupted its effect. | 


In ſuch cafes as the abe J have ſe- 
veral times given the bolus every fourth 
hour; for a confiderable time, with 
much good, and no bad effect attends 
ing its uſe “: and a lady who: had 
taken the draught fix nights facceflive- 
ly; in order to prevent a violent nerv- 
ous affection, which had for ſome time 
viſited her every other night with as 
much regularity as a common intermit- 
ting Fever, informed me, that it did 
not cauſe fickneſs, heat, or thirſt, nor 

D 3 | heighten 


. 
bd 4 : . 


© Jn oo ſequence of this obſervation a very candid 
Phyſician of my acquaintance has informed me, that he 

directed ae; Fi gr. xv. With half a. ſcruple of Nitre, 
to. be taken Every fourth hour by a maniacal patient who, 
by the advice 232 Phyſician, had taken a great 
number of medirines without any good effe@; and 
I Fate the fe boluſes the patient was perfectly recover- 
out thEaffiſtance of any other medicine. | 
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| heighten the colour of the urine to an 
inflammatory degree, but occaſioned a a 
ſediment in it. She likewiſe remarked 
that it did not promote perſpiration, ex- 
cept upon the approach of the hyſteric 
fit, and that the fit ceaſed as ſoon as ſhe 
perceived a gentle moiſture upon the 
ſkin. 


It is probable that the prejudice and 
ill opinion raiſed againſt Camphire by 
the old phyſicians was removed by the 
experience, and credit of Hoffman. 
The averſion of the preſent times to the 
free uſe of this drug may proceed from 
the following account of its effects given 
us by Whytt ; which though at firſt ap- 
pearance ſomewhat alarming, will, up- 
on mature dehberation, be found to 
contain no very powerful argument a- 
gainſt its uſe when prudently adminiſ- 
tered. The caſe (which he tells us was 
communicated to hin by a friend) is 
as s follows : 


A gentleman deſirous of knowing 
* "wha effects, a 4 2 doſe of Camphire 
| 9 Ha would 
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„would have, ſwallowed half a dram 
of it diſſolved in a little oil of olives, 
and very ſoon after perceived an un- 
common, but not diſagreeable glow 
of heat in his ſtomach. After having 

walked abroad for half an hour, up- 
on looking at a news- paper, he found 
himſelf quite incapable to underſtand 
what he read, his head being crowd 

ed with a great many confuſed ideas. 

He now began; to ſtagger when he 

walked; and ſome time after, a dark 

cloud ſeeming to come over his eyes, 
and feeling other ſymptoms, which: 
made him apprehend an apoplectic 
attack, he went to a neighbouring a- 
* pothecary, with a view to get fome 
blood taken away; but upon going 
into the open air, all theſe ſymptoms 
began to abate, and in a few hours he 

found himſelf in his uſual health, 
* without the aſſiſtance of any remedy.“ 
ö D 4 TO 


* Whytt on nervous diſorders, page 366. The Doc- 
tor profeſſes not to enter deeply into the diſpute about 
Camphire. However, from * Commentaria Bonon- 
ienſia, he mentions ſome of its deleterious effects when 
given in large quantities to different animals. My en- 

uiries after theſe records have not been attended with 
ucceſs, I apprehend they were publiſhed about he 


* 
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Jo this caſe of Doctor Whytt's I find 
it neceſſary to ſubjoin two inſtances, 
ſomething ſimilar, obſerved by my- 
ſelf: ſince, whilſt I am recommending 
Camphire, it would be difingenuous to 
ſuppreſs any thing that has hitherto 
come to my knowledge, which might 


afterwards appear in Teas to its diſ- 
| nn 


"OBSERVATION I. 


The Carrephire draught given to the 
Hyſteric lady, page 53, being repeated 
after the hyſtericſymptoms ceaſed, with 
a view to prevent a return, at laſt pro- 
duced a ſudden vertigo, and tightneſs 
upon the breath. Immediate bleeding 
gave inſtant relief, and a coftiveneſs, 
of which I was before ignorant, being 
A | E repo 


K 0 
* T2 ? 0 * 
* 4. 11 7 


1 1612, long before Hdffman's time, and therefore 
are to be long among thoſe books whoſe fallacious opi- 
nions he oppoſed. And that 4 7 himſelf had not a 
bad opinion of Camphire appears by his ſpeaking, of it 
upon the whole rather favourably. He does not believe 
it to be ſo cooling, nor ſo heating as is generally imagin- 
| ed, and he ventures to give ſix or ſeven grains at a doſe 

tothe human a without out apprehendin wy, ill con- 


ſequences. 444 N 2 
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| removed by an opening medicine, theſe 
Kr e ann N nne 2 
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Being in perfect health, 1 was vida 
ing to try the effect of this draught up- 
on myſelf, and took it at night going to 
bed. It occaſioned an agreeable gene- 
ral warmth over the body, and I ſoon 
fell aſleep. The next morning I awoke 
with that ſerenity, and pleaſing fenſa- 
tion, which are uſually felt by a perfor 
in perfect health in a fine ſpring morn- 
ing; when the office of mſenfible per- 
ſpiration being duly. performed, the 
whole buſineſs of ſecretion is properly 
carried on. The night following I re- 
peated the draught, and in like man- 
ner ſlept after taking it, but was ſoort 
diſturbed by a ſudden ſhock, WhfeHO- 
bliged me to ſtart up in my bed. The 
freſh air, being afterwards admitted at 
the window, fpeedily relie ved myhead, 
Which was a little confufed, wann 18 
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It is to be obſerved in the inſtances T . 
have mentioned, that Camphire affect- 
ed the head, only when adminſtered in 

a ſtate of ſolution. For although I have 
given the bolus upon a great many 
more occaſions than I have directed the 
draught, and repeated it upon thoſe oc- 
caſions much oftener, yet I never knew 
a ſingle inſtance where it ever cauſed 
any alarming ſymptom. For this rea- 
ſon I have always ordered the bolus, 
except to ſome few patients whoſe deli- 
cacy, or particular circumſtances, ren- 
dered taking any medicine in a 1564 
form very inconvenient. 


Such ſudden. ions of the head 
are well known frequently to attend 
the drinkers of moſt mineral waters, 
and eſpecially of thoſe taken from the 
warm ſprings at Bath. When a patient's 
veſſels are overloaded, or oppreſſed by 
coſtiveneſs, he ſeldom eſcapes theſe 
kind of ſymptoms, which are by com- 
mon experience found to be relieved 
by purging. The almoſt certain effects 
of cathartics in ſuch caſes (though 

bleeding 
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bleeding may ſometimes be neceſſary) 
very ſtrongly prove the cauſe of ſuch 
diſorders of the head to reſide chiefly 
in the ſtomach, and inteſtines. And as 
the effects of Camphire, when given in 
a fluid ſtate, are nearly ſimilar to thoſe 
occaſioned by the Bath waters, as I can 
teſtify from my own ſenſations,” is it 
not reaſonable to conclude that they are 
derived from the ſame ſource? L 


In the ſecond of his experimental 
eſſays ſometime, ſince publiſhed, Dr. 
Alexander informs us, that he took 
one ſcruple of Camphire without any 
bad effect; but that very alarming 
ſymptoms followed his taking dou- 
ble that quantity. And he alſo in- 
forms us, by an extract made from an 
inaugural diſſertation on the virtues 
of Camphire by Doctor Griffin, that 

the Doctor, having given half a drachm 
to a patient, obſerved ſuch effects pro 


duced by it as are fully ſufficient to | 8 


make us cautious in venturing to ad- 
miniſter ſo large a doſe. It is not how-' 
ever mentioned that Nitre was joined 
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to che Oamphire uſed im any of the ex- 
er ie e 1 e N 


| Ban bg hie in a bolus 
2 Nitre I found that a leſs quan- 
tity than a ſcruple would often occaſion 
a fickneſs, and uneafineſs at the ſto- 
mach. But fince I have added a few 
grains of Nitre to the bolus I have, in 
ſeveral cafes," given a ſcruple every 
fourth hour for a conſiderable time 
without obſerving any bad effect what- 
ever, or any diſagreeable ſenſation ; 
except ſometimes a conſiderable thirſt, 

which was of fervice, fince it oreafiono 
ed the patients drinking freely of ſome 
diluting: liquor ready prepared (as I 
before mentioned) the conſequence of 
which was, uſually, an an eo 

— | 


F 


Doctor Alexander made his experi- 
ments upon Camphire with a view to 
determine the long conteſted queſtion, 
whether it is an hot or a cold medicine. 
The Thermometer gave him but little 
93 And he obſerved that al- 

though 
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though the number of grokes made 
by his pulſe in a minute decreaſed: ing 
ſhoxt time after. taking the Camphire, 
yet that they increaſed greathy-after! at 
had been _ conſiderable ume in his 
aue ge * nl 5110 oOo 5d 

> o io t nate 
3 this a as Well as 
from its frequently occaſioning great 
thirſt, it appears molt reaſonahlt to 
place:it in the claſs of warm medi cinat 
and if fo, Nitre being evidentlyrof a 
cooling nature, may we not conclude 
that, from theſe different qualities in the 
tz yo medicines; proceeds their mutual 
correction of each other, in ſueh a man- 
nor as to render them agreeahle to the 
ſtaomach without being depri thun 
mg virzuas f . 20 loi * tr 


1 boog's it Jo 


When DroMexandaribalier uch 
from the large doſe of Camphire he had 
taken, acids and warm water were 
plentifully adminiſtered, in order to e- 
vacuate, or correct it. Had a ſolution 
of Nitre been thought of as a corrector, 


it is poſſible he might have been ſooner 


relieved. It 


\ 
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It was remarked, that the Camphire 
bolus ſucceeded in removing Fevers 
only in their beginnings; but that it 
loſt its effects if given after a Fever had 
continued a few days. May not this 
be occaſioned by the inſpiſſation, and 
putreſcent ſtate of the bile, and other 
ſecreted quices, cauſed by the continu- 
ance of the Fever? And if ſo, what 
good effect can be expected from Cam- 
phire, whilſt a putrid, or viſcid er 
r 1 % er Ws 


14 
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Ain ſuch a caſe fomething of a+ more 
— natureſ is required, to purge 
off the putrid viſcid colluvies. A me- 
dicine effectually anſwering this pur- 
poſe we are ſupplied with in the mild 
preparation of mercury called Calomel; 
of the good effects of which in Fevers I 
beg ee to ay the mee pee 
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8 E C T 10 N. VII. 
of th . of Cabmel in contiuual 


Feuers. 1400 a OJ 9151 

HE loſs of appetite in the W 

1 ning, the thin fetid colliquative 

ſtools towards the latter end, and the 

bilious tinge of the urine, attending 

more or leſs through the whole courſe 
of the epidemical malignant Fever men- 
tioned in the preceding ſheets, point 
out to us that the ſtomach, inteſtines, 
and bile were all affected. And if we 
conſult the writings of the moſt emi: 
nent amongſt the ancient or modern 
phyſicians, we fhall find it their opini- 

on, that in a Fever attended with ſuch 
ſymptoms, the bile contains the irritat- 
ing cauſe, and that it exerts its baneful 
influence chiefly from its ſcat in the 

duodenum. | 2 


— 


From 
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From Hippocrates, in his book de 
Natura Hominis, we learn, that bile is 
generated by the heat of the weather, 
and by that of a Fever: and alſo that 
the bile, abounding in tbo great a quan- 
tity, is itſelf the cauſe of additional 
hoat in our bodies; whence it may be 
ſaid to be both the effect, and cauſe of 


a F ever. 


- --Thipopinicn: of ms is au" 

tionedan many other parts of his works: 
And Hoffman has wrote a Diſſertation 
entirely upon this ſubject, in vhich he 
tolls us that the bile is ſometimes ex- 
pelled· in great quantities from the he- 
gutic ducts into the duodenum, in a præ- 
ternatural manner, where, eſpecially 


if it errs in quality, it creates a deal of 


miſchief, and produces a variety of 
ſymptoms, as bitterneſs in the mouth, 
nauſea, proſtration of appetite, heart- 
burn; vomitings, 1 in the bully; 
and bilieus diarthives;/ & e221489 BY. 

41. t 1801 e | 5112 . 0) 

If this bile is not 5 1 Wan 
Re inteſtines, it eaſily corrupts and be- 


comes | 
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comes putrid. Now we know that no- 
thing is more oppoſite to the nature and 
ceconomy of our conſtitution, nothing 
ſooner diminiſhes its ſtrength and vi- 
gour, or more diſturbs and perverts 
its operations than what 1s corrupted 
and putrid ; whence we may, without 
violence to reaſon, deduce the origin 
of malignant Fevers from a copious bile 
corrupted in the firſt paſſages. To this 
he adds, that, when putrid bile ſtag- 
nates in the firſt paſſages it there eaſily 
receives the poiſonous particles of the 
plague, malignant, petechial, variolous, 4 
and morbillous Fevers, dyſenteries, ' "= 
and other contagious diſorders, which 
are thereby multiplied, and rendered 
active.“ 


The rectitude of this theory is again 
ſtrongly urged by Hoffman, upon his on 
knowledge, in his treatiſe deuſu anotomes 
in prax! medica, article the g7th.F We 
E ſhall 


* Hoftmarinus de bile medicina et veneno corporis, 5 26, 
) oY. 3 y k 

+ Certum omnino eſt, et urgeo unice, quod ſcio, hu- 
jus rei animadverſionem, in hoc ſacculo (viz. duodeno) 
graviſhmorum malorum cauſas contineri. Quo præcipue 
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ſhall likewiſe find the ſame opinion 
warmly ſupported by Sydenham, Boer- 
haave, and other writers to the preſent 
time. They are likewiſe as unanimous 
in their ſentiments concerning the ne- 
ceſſity of giving timely aſſiſtance by 
' evacuating the morbific matter, for 
which purpoſe they recommend vo- 
mits, and gentle purges. 


When the irritating cauſe reſides in 
the ſtomach only, a vomit will un- 
doubtedly reach, and frequently re- 
move it: and it will alſo, from the vi- 
olent concuſſion given to the, adjacent 
parts by its operation, act upon the 
liver, and duodenum. Hence Syden- 
ham 1n his obſervations upon the effects 
c of vomits given in the continual Fevers 
| of the years 1661, 62, 63, 64, obſerves, 
i that although little was brought up, 
yet great benefit was often obtained by 
that evacuation. 


In 


intermittentes tertianas ardenteſque et bilioſas febres, 
item dyſenteriam, diarrhæam et cardialgiam referre licet. 
Deliteſeit etiam ibi materia maligna, quæ in ſanguinem 

poſtea tranſlata variolas, purpuram, varriique generis do- 
lores ſuſcitat. 


* 
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In the advanced ſtate of the Fever 


already treated of, it was too late for 
= vomits, ſo that evacuations by ſtool 


were the only means that could with 
propriety be uſed to carry off the pu- 
trid fomes, which too evidently. ſub- 

ſiſted. Rhubarb, and ſuch gentle purges 
were not omitted either by myſelf, or 
the other gentlemen, whole aſſiſtance 
I had the ſatisfaction to receive in ſe- 
veral inſtances ; but all the advantage 
we could gain was only a palliation of 
ſymptoms, the Fever being-in no de- 
gree ſhortened by them. | 


Under theſe circumſtances, conſider- 
ing the great efficacy of Calomel in 
cleanſing the bowels, and at the ſame 
time weighing its operation in prevent- 
ing the violence and malignity of. the 
ſmall-pox, as appears by the great ſuc- 
ceſs of inoculation, I determined to 
make uſe of the firſt proper opportu- 
nity that offered to try its virtue in the 


advanced ſtate of a dangerous conti- 
nual Fever, and in the following caſes 


it was remarkably ſucceſsful. 
E 2 CASE 
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CAS E I. 


John Bayley, aged fifty-ſix, came 
under my care at the Gloceſter infir- 
mary February the ninth, 1769, for a 
Fever, having been admitted ſome 
weeks before as a ſurgeon's patient for 
an ulcer in his leg, which at this time 
was juſt healed. Having a quick pulſe, 
a foul tongue, and an hot, dry ſkin, I 
ordered him a ſaline mixture, with the 
Pulvis e Chelis Cancrorum. 


A purging coming on, the other 
ſymptoms continuing, and his urine 
being of ſuch an appearance as I have 
before obſerved to indicate a Fever of 
'a fatal tendency, and to require a warm 
regimen, he was ordered a mixture 
with Confettio Cardiaca, and had a bliſter 
applied to his back. 


Upon account of a ſtranguary, the 
cordial mixture was changed for the 
common emulſion with Pulis Contray- 
erve Compoſitus. His pulſe notwith- 
81 ſtanding 
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ſtanding continued quick, and weak, 
his tongue and ſkin parched up, and 
dry, his purging neither violent, nor 
yet entirely ſtopped, his body emaci- 
ated, and his ſtrength very much 1 im- 
parred. | | 


In this ſtate the patient was, Febru- 
ary the nineteenth, when, conſidering 
the effects of Calomel in curbing the » 
variolous Fever, and being fatished how 
great the preſent danger Was, I gave 
him three grains of Calomel that night, 
being as I apprehended about the 
eleventh day of the Fever, for he might 
poſſibly have been ill a day, or rather 
more, ng I was informed of 1 it. 211 
The Calomel gave him two or thre 
ſtools ; after which his diarrhæa ceaſed, 
his ſki and tongue were moiſtened, 
and his pulſe became ſoft, equal, and 
open. After a day's intermiſſion he re- 
peated the Calomel : and February the 
twenty-third began upon the bark. He 
repeated the Calomel once afterwards; 
and was diſcharged cured March the 
| E 3 ſixteenth, 
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ſixteenth, having perfectly regained his | 
health, and ſtrength. 


CASE II. 


On Thurſday April the thirteenth 
1769, I was ſent for to a very worthy 
clergyman, whom I found ill with a 
continual Fever, which had attended 
him for more than a fortnight. His 
pulſe was ſmall, and quick, his ſkin 
hard and dry, he was exceedingly reſt- 
leſs, and had frequent ſpaſms npon the 
muſcles, 


Three grains of Calomel taken that 
night gave him two copious ſtools the 
next morning, by which he was great- 
ly reheved. His ſkin became ſoft, 
and moiſt, his pulſe more compoſed, 
and his ſpirits calm ; whence he be- 
came ſenſible of his weakneſs, which, 
from the irritation upon his nerves, had 
not before been perceived. The next 
night he not only ſlept more, comforta- 
bly than he had done for a week pre- 
ceding, but found himſelf refreſhed by 
| n 


| 7 
E: 
4 
v7 
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it, a circumſtance which had not hap- 
pened for ſeveral nights. He was then 
ordered a ſaline draught with a ſcruple 
of Pulvis Contrayerv comp, and fix grains 
of Nitre, to be taken every ſixth hour, 
and a camphorated Julep to be taken 
occaſionally when faint. 


On the Sunday evening following he 
repeated his Calomel in pills, which 
not producing any ſtool, on Monday 
they were aſſiſted with Rhubarb, which 
{ſufficiently opening the body I found 
him much ſtronger upon -viſiting him 
the next Thurſday ; his ſkin was alſo 
ſofter, and pulſe more regular. In the 
evening his Fever increaſed, and he 
was reſtleſs, but the next morning he 
had a fine gentle perſpiration, and an 
open pulſe. I then left him upon the 
bark, with directions that he ſhould 
take the Calomel once or twice more, 
and interpoſe the bark and cordials oc- 
caſionally. By theſe means he reco- 


vered, and undertook a journey of near 
forty miles, | A 


E 4 1 


F 
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It muſt indeed be acknowledged, 
that by expoling himſelf to the incle- 
mency of the weather in his journey, he 
was again laid up with a Fever at the 
end of it; and, after having ſuffered an 
ill ſtate of health for ſome months, came 
to me at Bath; where by drinking the 
waters, and bathing, he reſtored the 
breaches made in his naturally good 
conſtitution. This patient being fo far 
recovered as to ride on horſeback near 
forty miles, without any urgent neceſ- 
fity, I cannot look upon his ſecond at- 
tack, otherwiſe than as a return of his 
Fever, which probably would not have 
happened had he not taken ſome freſh 
cold during ſo long and fatiguing an 
expedition. 


CASE III. 


On Chriſtmas-day 1769, I was ſent 
for to Mr. Withington's ſervant of 
Mancheſter, who was with his maf- 
ter in lodgings near the Croſs-Bath, 
He had been ill about a week, had en- 
rarely loſt its ſtrength, he was hot and 
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gary, his tongue covered with an hard 


brown cruſt, his urine plentiful, but 
bilious (yet not very deep coloured) 
with ſuch a cloud in it as I have be- 
fore mentioned. 


Being convinced that the Fever was 
of a very dangerous kind, and appear- 
ed to require the warm regimen, I or- 
dered a ſcruple of the Confectio Cardiacau 
to be taken every fourth hour, and half 
an ounce of the Sprritus Mindereri to 
to be given between whiles, and at the 
ſame time laid on bliſters upon his 


arms, one having been applied to his 
neck before I came. | 


December the twenty-ſixth, none of 
the bad ſymptoms being removed, his 
ſtrength being farther diminiſhed, his 
pulſe weaker, and the heat of his ſkinyet 
remaining, I added twenty drops of 
tincture of Caftor to the Conſectio Cards. 
aca in a draught which was to be taken 


every ſixth hour, and directed Spiritus 
Nitri dulcis zu, Tinft Caftorei zii, to 
be mixed, and taken a tea- ſpoonfull in 

a 
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a draught of white wine whey between 
the draughts. In the evening I order- 
ed him three grains of Calomel and five 
of Rhubarb, the body being neither 


coſtive nor lax. 


December the twenty-ſeventh, he 
went on with his medicines as before, 
only with the addition of five grains of 
Rhubarb to every draught, until he 
had taken twenty-five grains, and then 
only one ſtool was produced. In the 
evening, his head being diſturbed, 
bliſters were applied to his thighs, and 
equal parts of the Cephalic and Bliſter- 
ing plaiſter to the feet. 


Decemberthe twenty- eighth, he went 
on with his draughts and drops as be- 
fore, but no ground gained. In the 
evening I gave him three grains of Ca. 
lomel, and ten of Rhubarb, and the 
following morning ten grains more of 
Rhubarb, and two drachms of tincture 
of Sena in a draught. This produced 
two ſtools, the firſt of which was very 

copious, 


i 
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copious, and both of them intolerably 
tetid, and remarkably viſcid. 


December the art WP the late 
evacuation his head was relieved, the 
pores of his ſkin opened, and the dry 
hard cruſt upon his tongue began to 
grow moiſt, and flough off. This fa- 
vourable turn in the diſorder J attri- 
buted to the Calomel: and the offen- 
five ſmell of the fæces indicated a far- 
ther evacuation that way neceſlary ; 
but not chuſing to proceed any farther 
with ſo active a medicine as Calomel in 
the weak ſtate the patient then was, I 
directed ten grains of Rhubarb to be 


added to the cordial draught in the 


evening, and repeated at Me the next. 
morning, 


December the thirty-firſt, The 
opening medicines ordered yeſterday 
not having taken effect, about ten 
o'clock in the morning half an ounce of 
tincture of Sena, and five grains of 
Rhubarbwere adminiſtered inadraught, 
which anſwered the purpoſe, and ſuf- 

ficiently 
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ficiently prepared him for the bark, to 
which balſamics being joined upon ac- 
count of a cough, he perfectly reco- 
vered; but by ſlow degrees, the Fever 
having left him greatly emaciated, and 
debilitated. 


SECTION VII. 


Oheclions againſt the uſe of Calomel al- 
© tempted tobe removed. 


r OMEL being generally eſteem- 
| ed as a medicine endued with a 
very conſiderable efficacy in attenuat- 
ing and diſſolving the animal juices, 
may probably be objected to as impro- 
per to be adminiſtered in a Fever where 
there was ſo much reaſon to believe a 
ſtrong tendency to putreſcence, as in 
the caſes abovementioned. But if we 
apprehend this patreſcency of the juices 
to ariſe from, and to be kept up by the 
corrupted bile ſtagnating in the inteſ- 
tines, and at the ſame time allow that 


Calouret” 1s the moſt powerful known 
medicine 


medicine to remove this putrid ſource, 
from whence the reſt of the juices are 
ſupplied with their poiſonous qualities: 
we ſhall then be obliged to confeſs, 
that inſtead of nouriſhing, and increaſ- 
ing the putrid ſtate of the body, it 


ſtrikes at the very root of it, and thus | 


effectually removes it. 


The bile being accumulated, and 
ſtagnating, either in the gall ducts, or 


inteſtines, loſes its more fluid parts, 
eſpecially when acted upon by the heat 
of a Fever, and acquires not only a 
darker colour, but alſo a greater de- 
gree of viſcidity, and tenacity, until 
it aſſumes that ſtate which the ancients 


diſtinguiſhed by the name of Atrabilis. 


As I have often obſerved that Calo- 


mel will bring off a greater quantity of 


ſordes at one ſtool than any other pur- 
gative will at two or three, and is like- 
wiſe poſſeſſed of a peculiar quality in 
cleanſing the inteſtines from any ſlimy 
matter adhering to them, no medicine 
appears to me fo properly adapted to 


carry 
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carry off the Atrabilis as Calomel. But 
in oppoſition to the uſe of Calomel in 
Fevers, it may be ſaid that we are cau- 
tioned againſt uſing any ſtrong purga- 
tive; and adviſed to give the moſt gen- 
tle ſolutive medicines only, and not 
even theſe until the morbific matter of 
the Fever be firſt well concocted. 


With regard to the firſt objection, I 
uſe Calomel in ſo ſmall a qu antity as 
not to ruffle or diſcompoſe the conſti- 
tution; and if I gain but two ſtools by 

it I am ſatisfied : wherefore the doſes 
given to adults, in the caſes above- 
mentioned, were not ſtronger than might 
with ſafety be given to a child at ano- 
ther time. And as to the ſecond objecti- 
on, if the bile is ſo entirely corrupted 
in this advanced ſtate of the Fever, it 
is impoſſible that any progreſs can be 
made towards that concoction we are in 
vain waiting for: and this putreſcence 
of the bile appears by the dark colour, 
and fetid ſmell of the ſtools themſelves, 
as well as from the anxiety, reſtleſſneſs, 
delirium, and other ſymptoms attend- 
ing 


/ 
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ing, which are handed down to us, by 
the beſt authors, as certain 8 — 
of ſuch an event. 


In conſequence of the above obſerva- 
tions, Mr. Bath, a very ingenious and 
attentive country apothecary in this 
neighbourbood, having frequent op- 
portunities, was induced to blend Cam- 
phire and Calomel in the advanced 
ſtages of continual Fevers after the fol- 
lowing method. At night he gave three 
grains of Calomel, and early the next 
morning the Camphire bolus before 
mentioned. The effects were, that 
one ſtool, or perhaps two were pro- 
duced by the Calomel, and a mild 
perſpiration cauſed by the Camphire, 
greatly to the relief of the patients, 
{ſeveral of whom were recovered, 
when far advanced in theſe Fevers. 
by the mutual aſliſtance of theſe power- 
ful medicines. 


If the Calomel was given at the ſame 
time with the Camphire it loſt its pur- 
gative quality, and the patient did not 

find 
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find ſuch relief from them when united, 


as-when taken ſeperately. The good ef- 
fects of this method I have ſince proved 
by my own experience. 


Before I proceed any farther, I cannot 

_ omit mentioning a thought that has oc- 
_ curred to me upon the preſent occaſi- 
on, namely, that from the above con- 
ſiderations we may poſſibly be able to 
account for the great ſucceſs attending 
the modern practice of inoculation. 


SES TT ON 1x; 


Some Obſervations upon the modern 
prattice of Inoculation. 


HE manner of performing the 
operation' has indeed been long 


known, although not generally prac- 


ticed, in Turkey. But the method of 
preparation, and the management of 
the patient in the courſe of the diſor- 
der, ſeem to have been diſcoveries of a 


later date. And yet they agree ſo well 
with 


— AT Pry 2 3 2 
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the theory laid down by Hoffman, and 
the practice recommended by him in 
the ſmall- pox, and other malignant 
Fevers, that if the management of the 
patient under inoculation, before and 
after the eruption, was not taken from 
him, it tends very much to confirm 
his doctrine concerning the origin of 
Fevers, as mentioned above, page 65. 


The firſt point, attended to by the 
inoculator, is to keep the firſt paſſages 
clear. This is done by giving a few 
doſes of Calomel in the time of prepar- 
ation, or at leaſt before the eruption 
appears: after which the body is kept 
rather open to the end of the diſorder. 


Secondly. The bile being thus pre- 
vented from ſtagnating, and corrupt- 
ing, care is taken againſt its receiving 
any bad qualities from fermented li- 
quors, ſpices, or animal food. 


And thirdly, that no addition of 
acrimony may be made to this ſource 
of malignant fevers from heat, the pa- 

F tient, 
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tient, both ſleeping and waking, is 
kept cooler than at other times in his 
ordinary courſe of life. 4 


Nothing can be more conſonant to 1 
the doctrine of Hoffman than this me- 
thod of inoculation; excepting only 
that the adminiſtration of Calomel may 
be. objected to for the reaſons already 
given. But the uſefulneſs of that me- 
dicine appears from the ſucceſs attend- 
ing it in the above caſes, as well as in 
the following, which although a ſingle 
one, may yet be ſufficient to encourage 
us to repeat the ſame practice, when a 
like opportunity offers. 


A country girl, of about twenty 
years of age, who by my direction had 
for three weeks before been taking five 
grains of Calomel at night, and purging 
it off the next morning, twice a week, 
upon account of a chronical diſorder, 
happened to have the ſmall-pox make 
its appearance in her family, ſhe herſelf 
having never had it. 


As 
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As the could nat leave the houte, the 
defired to know if it was proper for her 
to continue the uſe. of her medicines 
under theſe circumſtances, which with 
my approbation ſhe did, and in a ſhort 
time had the ſmall-pox ſo light as not to 
detain her within doors, nor to prevent 
her from performing her ufual offices 
in a country farmer's family. 


The conſequences ariſing from this 
method of preparation are even foretold 
by Hoffman, who, ſpeaking of the 
manner by which putrid diſeaſes may 
be prevented, ſays, we mult take care 
that ſalutary excretions, by which the 
blood 1s beſt depurated, may be made 
expeditiouſly and properly. For thus 
the poiſon, nat finding any thing ſimi- 
lar to itſelf, either does not operate at 
all, or at leaſt a more happy termina- 
tion of the diſorder is effected. The 
original runs thus. Deinde circumſpi- 
ciendum eſt ut ſalutares, quibus ſanguis 
optime depuratur, excretiones expedite 
fant, et rite ſe habeant. Ita enim miaſma, 
ſibi ſimile non inveniens, aut plane nihil 

F 2 operatur. 
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operatur, vel feliciorem progreſſum, et 
exitum morbi effucit. HorrM. de putre- 
dinis doctrina. \ 25. 


SECTION. X 
 Fevers to be contrabted, or avoided, ac- 
cording as the Stomach 15 affected. 


ANCTORIUS, who, by the moſt ac- 
curate experiments, proved the 

good and bad effects proceeding from 
the ingeſta, and egeſta, ſays, that a 
difficulty of concoction retards perſpir- 
ation.“ The reaſon of this Aphoriſm 
Liſter, in his commentary upon it, ex- 
plains thus, becauſe the ſlomach is the 

ſtore-houſe of perſpiration. The ſame 
author alſo ſays, that ſuch things as 
hinder perſpiration are the cauſe of ma- 
lignant Fe vers. Of this fort he reckons 
. melons, cucumbers, and other fruits. 


Bontius, a celebrated Dutch phy ſician 
at Batavia, informs us that the inhabi- 
tants, 


.. * SanQtorius de ſtatica medicina, Sectio 30. de cibo 
et potu Aphoriſm 49. | 
Tie Aphoriſm 25, 61; 92. 
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SW tants of Java, going to ſome neighbour- 
ing iſlands to cut ſaunders-wood, fre- 


quently contract dreadful malignant 


Fevers, as well from eating the fruits 
of the country, which they find there 
in great abundance, as from the im- 
pure foggy air they breath. 


The hiſtories of campaigns furniſh us 
with numbers of inſtances where -ma- 
lignant continual Fevers have ariſen 
from the bad improper diet which ſol- 
diers are often obliged to live upon, 
when diſtreſſed in their camps, or in 
garriſons, during long - continued ſieges. 
But the ſtrongeſt argument in ſupport 
of the ſeat of malignant Fevers being in 
the ſtomach, is, that by regularity of 
diet, and ſtrengthening the ſtomach, 
even the moſt putrid impure air may 
be breathed without receiving any of 
its infectious miaſmata. 


Hoffman aſſures us, that invalids, who 
are * to expoſe themſelves to the 
hazard 


Jacobus Bontius de Medicina Indorum, cap. xv. 


mp ——___ 
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n doſe of manna with purging 
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hazard of receiving putrid diforders, 
will beſt be defended from their at- 
tacks; firſt, by being moderate in their 


diet, eſpecially with regard to fuch 
things as are difficult of digeſtion : and, 
fecondly, by ſtrengthening, and quick- 
ening the concoctive faculties, by means 
of corroborants and ſtomachics.* 


In proof of this doctrine, I beg leave 
to quote the following particulars from 
Doctor Lind, communicated to him by 
Mr. Boon, who reſided for three years 
at Senegal, as ſurgeon general to the 
troops. © Governor Worge, Mr. Boon, 
* and others, drank every morning for 
* breakfaſt, by way of tea, an infuſion 
* of the bark, or of ſome other bitter 
* ingredient, ſuch as chamomile, gen- 
tian, orange-peel, or the like, in warm 
water. Sometimes they mixed with 
* their tea a ſmall quantity of the tinc- 
* ture of bark. They drank theſe bit- 
ters morning and evening, and took a 


* ſalts 


Hoffmann de Putredinis doctrina, F 21. 
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« ſalts once or twice a week. They 
ʒere abſtemious in the article of food, 


; 4 and were particularly careful not to 


drink wine or ſpirits to exceſs: by 
* which means their ſtomachs and 
* bowels were preſerved in ſuch a ſtate, 
as greatly reſiſted the attack of thoſe 
« bilious fevers, fluxes, and other difor- 
ders, which raged with deſtructive 
violence during the ſickly ſeaſon. 
Experience had ſo fully convinced 
them of the efficacy of thoſe means, 
that the uſe of them became general; 
* and when their ftock of bark was ex- 
* hauſted, the moſt common bitter 
© herbs or roots fold at an extravagant 
6 price.“ 


SECTION XI. 
The CONCLUSTON. 
AVING ſhewn in what manner 
Camphire and Calomel may be 
{ſuppoſed to operate in removing con- 
tinual Fevers, and from their effects, 


as 


* Lind's Eſſay on the diſeaſes incident to hot climates, 
page 162. 
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as well as from the reaſoning and ex- 
perience of ſome of our beſt practical 
authors, having attempted to prove that 
the ſeat of Fevers is chiefly in the ali- 
mentary canal; and laſtly, having given 
a very memorable inſtance that by 
ſtrengthening the ſtomach and bowels 
we may expect to avoid the infection 
of malignant Fevers, I cannot take 
leave of the benevolent reader better 
than by repeating the requeſt of Horace. 


Si quid noviſti rectiuꝭ tis, 


| Candidus en ſi non, his utere mecum. 


P. S. The author returns his thanks 
to thoſe gentlemen who have candidly 
communicated to him their remarks 
upon the firſt edition, and is very hap- 
py to find that it has been of ſome ſer- 
vice to the community. 
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2 et l. 6. exhibantur—exhibeantur, f. 55» I. 9. after 
| rk add, at each doſe. p- 65. 1. 2. diſpenſarory—diſ- 
„ penſatory. p. 67. I. g. pulvis—pelvis. et I. 20. common 
- —commun. p. 89. I. 20. after taken add, twice. p. 91. 
1. 8. n P- 10g. 1. 4. ounces ſcru- 
ples. p. 108. Il. 2. now—not. p. 109. I. 1g. the aſth- 
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well, and add, a ſufficient number of 4 5 p- 175.1. 10. 
cardimine—cardamine. p. 187. 1. 5. et in notis 1. 1. 
Cœlius—Cælius. p-. 202. I. 1. excrefſenceg—excreſ- 
eencies, and l. 8. in its fourth—in their fourth. 
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e eee. 
Of the Cauſe of an Intermitting Fever. 
T* moſt general primary cauſe 


of Intermitting Fevers is an im- 
pure air, eſpecially if aſſiſted 
by an unwholeſome coarſe diet. It is 
not however every impure air that 
gives riſe to Intermitting Fevers. A 
cool moiſt air is moſt productive of 
them, they being ſeldom found either 
in a very hot, or very cold climate. 


WOT de re e Bontius, 


2 ESSAY UPON 

Bontius, who reſided at Batavia the 
chief city in the great iſland of Java, 
which hes in the Eaſt- Indian ſea, within 
five degrees of the equator, tells us, 
that he never ſaw a Quartan Fever in 
thoſe hot regions, excepting one or 
two which were brought there from 
other countnes; and that the miſerable 
bearers of them were ſoon hurried into 
dropſies, and thence to moſt certain 
death. A Tertian is alſo obſerved to 
ariſe in thoſe parts ſo rarely, that he 
compares its appearance to that of one 
ſwallow, which is e ſaid tp 
make no. ſummer.® 


Doctor Lind, who by his ſituation as 
phyſician to the Royal Hoſpital, at Haſ- 
lar near Portſmouth, has it in his power, 
to collect intelligence from all. parts of, 
the world, eſpecially in war time, and, 

> | al has. . 


/ 


2 acohi Bontii Methodus medendi in. Indijs; 


Orientalibus, cap. xiv. ſub titulo de febribus. et 
cap. xv, de febribus in infula Tymor, et Solor. 
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has publiſhed his obſervations on diſ- 
eaſts incidefital tà Europeans in hot cli- 
mites; confirms the abUve remärks 
made by Bdtitilis: And tells us fartHer, 
that at other plates ifl the Eaſt Indits; 
upon the coaſt of Guinea, and iti ge- 
neral in all very hot countries Intermit- 
ting Fe vers futtly dctur, theit moſt 
general Fever belüg of a mtuligtiafit, 
putrid; temitting kifld. “ 


In the 6614 countries we alſo find 
Intermittitig Fevers not very frequent. 
Pleutifles, and other inflammatory dif- 
orders, afe ſaid to be the produte of 
the cold aif at Quebee ; but Low, Bi- 
lious, and Iafermitting Fevers are 
ſcarcely ever known there. f 


_ Linfizzus boaſts of the health of Se- 
den in winter; but in the ſpring Ter- 
. tian 


* Lind's Eſſay upon the diſorders incidental 
to Europeans in hot climates. Page 60. 
+ Lind's Eſſay, part 1, chap. 1. page 36. 
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tian Fevers are endemial at Upſal.f 
It is likewiſe obſervable in our iſland 


of Great-Britain that Intermitting Fe- 


vers are more frequent in the mode- 
rate ſeaſons of ſpring and aytumn, than 
in ſummer, or winter. 


; From — above obſervations it ap- 
pears that a temperate air is moſt pro- 
ductive of Intermitting Fevers. And 
upon farther enquiry we ſhall find that 
neither Continual, nor Intermitting Fe- 
vers are ever epidemical, either in the 


warm, or cold climates, except where 
the air is moiſt, and rendered putrid, 


either by effluvia conveyed to it from 
other bodies, or by its own ſtagnation. 


Bontius informs us that violent Ma- 
lignant Fevers aroſe at Solor, and Ty- 
mor, two iſlands near Batavia, chiefly 
from * logs; and at Ba- 

tavia 


BY 


+ Linnzi Amznitates academicæ volumen v. 


Page 23. 
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tavia, by the patients expoſing them- 
ſelves to the cool dews in an evening.“ 


Dr. Lind ſupports this laſt account 
by the following very remarkable teſ- 
timony.— During the ſickly ſeaſon at 
Batavia, a boat belonging to the 
Medway man of war, which attended 
* on ſhore every night (to bring freſh 
** proviſions) was three times ſucceſ- 
** ſively manned, not one of her crews 
having ſurvived that fervice lc 


The dreadful effects of corrupted 
air in ſultry climates. are alſo evident 
from what happened at Baſſora, a 
large, and populous town, - ſituated . 


upon 

Bontius de medicina Indorum, cap. xiv. xv. 
He ſays, being ſo near the line, the ſun's rays 
having ſuch an immenſe force.upon' the body, that 


the bile becomes -very ſuddenly highly exalted, 


whence a Burning Continual Fever enſues, but 
never an nnn Fever. 


+ Lind's Eſſay, page 135. 
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upon the banks of the Tigris, and ad- 
Joining to the deſarts of Arabia, where 
the Arabs, to revenge themſelves for 
an injury done them by the Turks liv- 
ing at Baſſora, cut down the banks f 
the river near the city, and cover d the 

deſarts in its neighbourhood with wa- 
ter. This ſtagnating, and putrifying, 
corrupted the whole atmoſphere, and 
occaſioned a Fever of which 12 or 
14,000 of the inhabitants died, and not 
above two or three of the Europearis 
ſettled there eſcaped with life.+ 


He alſo obferves, that in all 
*« ſpots of the Eaft-Indies ſituated flear 
„the muddy and impure banks of ri- 
vers, or the foul ſhores of the ſea, 
e the vapours exhaling from the putrid 
ſtagnated water, either freſh or ſalt, - 
from large fwamps, from corrupted 
vegetables, and other impurities, 
* produce mortal difeaſes, eſpecially 
during the rainy ſeaſon.”* 4 

8 


+ Lind's Eſſay, p. 100. “Loco citat, p. * 
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As the uſeſul collection above refer 
red to brings us in fome degree ac- 
quainted with the diſeaſes off the hot, 
and cold countries, without the bazand', 
and difficulty of viſiting them ſo we 
may learn from it, that the: vaniable- 
climate of our own iſland is not ex- 
empted: from the putrick diſeaſes of the 
Torrid, nor from the: ii 
complaints. of the Frigidi Zones; bur 


that it is occaſionally; fubjetd tos the 
3 to bot. A 


In. the mand of Auguſt 1 the 
+, quuokfilver in. Farenheit's thermome- ' 
ter often roſe to» eighty-twor degrees 
in the middle of the: day, at this 
time *© the marines who were exer- 
ciſed: early in the moringon+South- 
Sea -· Beach, from the effett off the 
ſtagnant waters of an adſoining mo- 
* raſs ſuffered much. 


„Half a dozen of them ata time. | 
ere frequently W ill in their 
Franks 
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* ranks when under arms; ſome being 
& ſeized with ſuch a giddineſs in the 
* head; that they could ſcarcely ſtand, 
* while others fell down ſpeechleſs; 
* and; upon recovering their ſenſes 
« n of a violent head- ach. 


45 When ſuch patients were received 
into the hoſpital I obſerved that ſome 
* few had a regular ague, but that far 
te the greater number laboured under 
* Remitting Fever, with imperfect. 
* intermiſhons, though ſometimes in- 
© deed there was no perceptible. re- 
* miſſion for ſeveral days. A conſtant 

% pain and  giddineſs of the head 
ere the moſt inſeperable and diſ- 
* treſſing ſymptoms of this diſeaſe. 
Some were delirious, and a few vo- 
* mited up a quantity of bile, but in 
* all the countenance was yellow.“ 


The hundreds of Eſſex, and ſeveral 
low ſituations, in the county of Kent, 
ty i | | are 

* Lind's Eſſay, pages 25, 26. 


INTERMITTING FEVERS. 9 


are remarkable for being often viſited 
with Intermitting Fevers: and in gene: 
ral, throughout the whole iſland of 
Great-Britain, the inhabitants of all 
low, damp, marſhy places are greatly 
troubled with that diſorder. Now, 
from what I have ſeen of the hundreds 
of Eſſex, I think, that whoe ver obſerves 
the Bilious Fevers, very common there 
during an hot ſickly ſeafon, will find 
them but very little different from the 
Continual, or Remitting Eaſt-Indian 
Fever before mentioned- And yet 
Fevers ariſing from the ſame cauſe, in 
the ſame place, in a cool ſpring, or 
autumn, conſtiute the regular Tertian, 
or Quartan Fever of our northern 5 
mate. . 11 


From the number of examples that 
have been produced it appears, that Fe- 
vers in general ariſe chiefly from an 
impure air, and that they differ as to 
their quality according to the tempera- 


ture of the air the place where they 
| B | ariſe 
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adde happens to enjoy at the time they 5 


are e generated. 
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Of the Cure of Intermitting Terers. 


HYSICIANS agree that there is in 
all Fevers ſomething, contrary to 
nature, which occaſions, and keeps up 


the violent febrile commotion. And 


they have preſcribed their remedies 
according to the particular opinion each 
has adopted reſpecting the original 
cauſe, and ſeat of the diſeaſe. 


Thoſe who apprehend the Bile to be 
in fault give medicines to correct its 
acrimony, and evacuate it. Where the 
diſeaſe has been ſuppoſed to exiſt in 
the leſſer ſeries of veſſels ſudorifics have 
not 
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not been neglected. And where the 
weakneſs of the ſtomach has been 
chought the principal cauſe the * 
has been depended upon. 


The cure of a Tertian Fever has * 
obſerved to be eaſier effected than that 
of any other Intermittent. That of a 
Quotidan has been found more eaſy 
than that of a Quartan. And the re- 
moval of a Quartan has proved ſo diſſi- 
cult, as to cauſe even Sydenham to 
complain, that he knew of no ſucceſsful 
method of treating it but by the bark, 
which rather checked ts e an 
rand ** . of he dite 


The cutative e of an Marr 
mitting Fever he ſays muſt be taken, 


either iſt, from a careful obſervation 


of the ſteps which nature takes to over- 
come the diſeaſe; that ſo we may 
B 2 quicken 


* Sydenhami Opera Univerſa. Sect. i. p-. 57. 
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quicken the fermentation already raiſ- 
ed, and by this means recover the pa- 
tient, or 2dly, we muſt endeavour to 
inveſtigate the ſpecific cauſe, in order 
to remove the diſeaſe by effectual, and 
ſpeeific remedies.“ 


This very eminent, and candid phy- 
fician acknowledges that he tried both 
theſe methods with great care and ap- 
plication, but had not been able to cure 
autumnal Intermittents without waiting 
a conſiderable time for the Fever to run 
a certain ſtated courſe, however diſa- 
greeable it had been to the patients to 
endure the diſorder ſo long. And he 
then adds that if any one is poſſeſſed 
«of a certain method, or a ſpecific re- 
medy, that will not only ſtop the pro- 
ee greſs of, but throughly cure theſe 
diſorders he ought to diſcover it for 
Jan good of rr and pra- 


% nounces 


— 


co citato, . 54. 


” 


. 
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* nounces him neither a — nor a 
1 man if be does 5 arg e393 


= ——_—— $459 AMI 15 


The bark is che baby rmmihdiciade' that. 
at at preſent ſcems to have any claim to 


the appellation of a ſpecific, and was 
what Sydenham made uſe of. But its 
effects are often uncertain, and the time 
required for nj its uſe fre- 

OY „ 


W 1 * 
z #3 2 1. 2 


KRevera autem ſiquis inter mortales reperi- 
atur, qui five methodo aliquà certa, five remedio 
ſpecifico adhibito, Febrium harum intermittenti- 
um curſum non ſolùm inhibere; ſed etiam'omnino 
abrumpere novit, exiſtimo eum ommi jure teneri, 
ut humano generi rem illam fummopere expe- 
tendum patefaciat: quod ſi non fecerit, ego illum 
nec boni civis, nec prudentis viri nomen mereri 
pronunciare auſim; neque enim civis boni eſt, 
illud in rem ſuam vertere, quod toti generi hu- 
mano tam ingens bheneficium apportet; nec viri 
prudentis. divina benedictione ſemetipſum privare, 
quam à ſumma bonitate liceret expettare, | fi ad 


publicym bonum promovendum ſe accingeret.— 
7 bidem. 
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quently tedious. In the following 


ſheets I ſhall attempt to point out a 
medicine, which, joined to the bark, I 


have found much more certain than 
the bark alone; and a method of treat- 
ment more conciſe, and effectual than 
any Lhave, Fot al. or heard of. 


11 eee ny 
advocates formerly, that the 
enero the ſkin being obſtructed was 
the proximate, or immediate cauſe of 
an Intermitting Fever. Upon this 
foundation the practice of adminiſtering 


ſudorifics in this diſeaſe was laid, and 


* molt of the modern writers have con- 
tnbuted their aſſiſtance in its ſupport, 


Such medicines are not however to be 
given upon all occaſions, and in all 
circumſtances. Skill and judgment are 
required to avoid doing harm whilſt we 
are endeavouring to do good, as ap- 
pears by the cautions tranſmitted to us 
by Hoffman in the following caſes. 


_ iſt, 
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1ſt. A robuſt ſoldier, aſter eating an 
hearty ſupper, went upon guard, and 
did his duty in a very foggy night; 
after which he was ſeized with a ſhiver- 
ing, ſickneſs at the ſtomach, and en- 
deavour to vomit, which ſymptoms 
were followed by heat and . 


Theſe complaints returning again 
the third day the ſoldier haſtened away 
to a ſurgeon, who on the day free from 
the Fever gave him a vomit upon an 
empty ſtomach ſeven hours before he 
expected a return of the fit, which 
operated violently, and occaſioned a 
copious evacuation of bile. Upon che 
fever day, three hours before the, fat 
was expected, he gave him a medicine 
the principle ingredient of which was 
white pepper to the quantity of fifteen 
grains, to be taken in a few ſpoensfull 
of ſpirit of wine; and the patient was 
directed to drink a draught of ale well 
warmed after it. The ſoldier going to 
bed ſweated: fan andthe next 

181119? 2109 72 fit 
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fit of the ague was put by: and by a 
few more doſes of the ſame powder the 
diſorder was _— removed. 


I Not long - Afterwards a . 
young man, much given to anger and 
wine, came to the ſame ſurgeon, with 
the ſame complaint, and was treated in 
the ſame manner, but with a very dif- 
ferent effect, his Tertian Ague being 


changed into a Burning Continual Fe- 


ver, from which be ene with dif- 
mne 0 7e! 


| A de O0 nicelictzies from: the 
parry animal, and foſſil kingdoms 
have been recommended by different 
authors as ſudorifics in nnn 
F evers. ine 


| Among theſe I am, ſurprized to find 
camphire ſo much neglected, even by 
2 Ji 3 | Hoffman, 


3 £35510 3£ 1811 by} 24 7 2 
Hoffmanni enarrationes 1 dtulo 
de Febre tertiana Obſervatio nona. 


J 
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Hoffman, who in general ſpeaks much 
in its praiſe as a febrifuge. This me- 
dicine is twice mentioned in Dr. Lind's 
Eſſay on the diſeaſes of hot countries 
as the moſt ſovereign remedy in the 
beginning of the Eaſt-Indian Fever, 
before an opportunity offers of giving 
the bark.“ I have already ſhewn in my 
Eſſay on the Effects of Camphire the 
great ſucceſs 1 experienced with it in 
the beginnings of Continual Fevers, 
when formed into a bolus with a few 
grains of nitre : and have obſerved that 

the ſame bolus, given twice or three 
times a day between the fits, has been 
of great ſervice in removing Intermit- 
ting Fevers. But having known it fail 

| | C in 


* Vomits, bliſters, camphire and the bark 
were the only things chat merited the tile of re- 
medies in this diſeaſe. Part i. ch. 2d. p. 62. 
Camphire was found the beſt inedicine in the fit. 
Bark, and other antiſeptics were adminiſtered in 
large quantities after firſt giving an emetic, and 
emptying the bowels. Part i. ch. 3. p. 30. 
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in ſome inſtances, I have for ſeveral 
years paſt uſed upon ſuch occaſions a 
powder compoſed of Virginian ſnake-_ 
root, and bark. 


SECTION III. 


Of the uſe of ſnakeroot and bark in 
Intermitting Feoers. 


LT HEN the intermiſſions between 

the fits are clear; and no par- 
ticular ſymptom contraindicates the 
uſe of this medicine, it is really ſur- 
prizing to obſerve what it will do, 
without any previous preparation. But 
when the firſt paſſages are loaded, or 
obſtructed, they muſt be cleared before 


any febrifuge can take effect. 
. 
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My common doſe to adults is two 
ſcruples of bark to one of ſhakeroot. 
Two or three doſes will rarely fail put- 
ting a ſtop to ary diſtinct Tertian, or 
Quartan Ague. And ſhould a farther 
repetition be ne zit will be at⸗ 
tended with this advantage; that the 
diſorder will be lefs likely to return, 
than when ſtopped by the bark alone. 


In Quotidian Agues there is ſeldom 
a ſufficiently clear intermiſſion between 
the fits to give this poder at firſt; but 
after a clear intermiſſion of ſome hours 
has been'obtained by other means, then 
this powder is equally effectual in Quo- 
tidian, as in Tertian, or Quartan Fe- 
vers, as will appear by the nen 
caſes. 


CASE 1 


Doctor Lewis of Oxford being in 
conſultation with me upon the caſe of 
a daughter belonging to Mr. John 

C2 Cripps, 
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Cripps, a very eminent wool-ſtapler at 
Cirenceſter, - one of his ſervants ------ 
Paget, a ſtrong made young man, be- 
ing much weakened, and emaciated by 
the periodical attacks of a Regular Ague 
for ſix months preceding, was, on the 
27th of December, 1759, —_ to 

us ror our aſſiſtance. | 


I . the Doftor with the 5 


great ſucceſs I had often experienced 
with large doſes of the febrifuge pow- 
der above mentioned: and he con- 
ſented to my ordering it in the full 
quantities of a ſcruple of ſnakeroot to 
two of the bark; to be taken in a glaſs 
of water three times in a day between 
the fits. The patient taok three doſes, 
without any preparation, and was per- 
fectly cured, having no occaſion for a 
re pgtition of his medicine, or ſuffering 
wm 1s ard of his diſorder, : 


4 


EE CASE 
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CASE H. 


Mary M*Kenny, aged 43, an inhabi- 
tant of the city of Glouceſter, came 
under my care at the county infirmary 
September the firſt 176g ; having been 
ill one year of an irregular Intermitting 

Fever, attended with a moſt violent 
pain in her head, which often deprived 
her of her ſenſes. She had uſed many 
endeavours for relief, and particularly 
taken medicines which are diſtributed 
by ſome good ladies in that city as ne- 
ver- failing ſpecifics in agues, but with- 
out any other effect than Nn Seren the 
pan on her head. 2 


A bliſter was applied to the neck on 
the evening ſhe came into the hoſpital, 
and a purge given her the next day. 


This method, together with pediluvia 
uſed at night, removed the pain from 
her head ; alter which the following 


powder 


? 
Tee —— OO ti . CT 
.* 

- _ 
1 * 
1 5 
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= 
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powder taken every fourth hour put a 
ſtop to the te ver. 


Snakeroot 15 grains 
Bark two ſcruples. 


| Complaining of ſickneſs at ſtomach I 


ordered her three grains of calomel 


made up in a bolus with confectio car- 
diaca, to be taken for three nights going 
to bed; and directed a purge to be 


given the day after the third bolus was 


adminiſtered. 


After this purge ſhe repeated the 
above powder for a few days, and was 
diſchargedSeptember the twenty-ninth, 
being compleatly cured. And ſhe had 
afterwards no return of her complaints. 


CASE II. 


Thomas Gough of Maiſemore near 


Glouceſter, aged twenty-two, having 


been 
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been ill four months with an Intermit- 
ting Fever, was admitted a patient at 


the Glouceſter infirmary F OPER "mY 
7th, 1765. 


After a vomit with ten grains of ipe- 
cacoanha I gave him the pulvis febri- 
fugus, No. 1. and ordered a ſperma- 
ceti lohoc, on account of a cough he 
was troubled with. The ague was im- 
mediately ſtopped, and he was diſ- 


charged cured February the twenty- 
eighth. 


CASE IV. 


Henry Freeman of Glouceſter, aged 
thirty-three, ill four months with an 
Intermitting Fever, was admitted a 
patient at the infirmary February the 
fourteenth 1765. 


After opening the body with a ſolu- 
tive bolus. I put him upon the febri- 


fuge 
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fuge electuary; No. 2. His ague was 
immediately ſtopped, and he was diſ- 
miſſed from the hoſpital February the 
twenty-eight. But leaſt his ague ſhould 
return his name was kept upon the 
books for a month longer, when it ap- 
pearing that he had no relapſe of his 
- diſorder he was then finally diſcharged, 
March the 28th. | 


e 
lohn Leech of Hempſteed near Glou- 
ceſter, aged thirty-four, ill two months 
with an ague was admitted at the in- 
firmary December the ſixteenth 1766. 


I ordered a ſcruple of rhubarb to be 
given him the evening he was recived + 
into the houſe ; and put him upon the 
febrifuge electuary, No. 2, the next 
day. This effectually putting a ſtop to 
the ague, I exchanged it for a plain 
peruyian electuary No. 3, and he 
| was 


INTERMITTIN OG FEVERS. 25 


was diſcharged cured January the 
eighth 1767. 


William Pearce of Stroud. aged ſix- 
teen, ill ſix months with a Quartan 


Ague, was admitted at the Infirmary 
February the twenty-eighth 1769. 


The day after his admiſſion I gave 
him the full doſe of the febrifuge 
powder every fourth hour, without 
any preparation. This ſoon put a ſtop 
to the Fever; after which I ordered 
him the medicine only three times a 
day, and he was diſcharged cured 
March the twenty-third. 


Sanctorius ſuppoſes that the eta 
cauſe of an Intermitting Fever proceeds 
from the perſpirable matter being re- 
tained, at the ſame time that the fibril- 


læ of the capillary veſſels are relaxed. 
D If 
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If this is the caſe, no medicine appears 
more adapted to remove. both theſe 
impediments to health than the ſtimu- 
lating quality of the ſnakeroot joined to 
the aſtringent virtue of the bark in this 
febrifuge powder, 


Whytt's opinion 1s, that an ague pro- 
ceeds, like the epilepſy and other con- 
vulſive diforders, from ſome ſpecies of 
irritation acting upon the ſtomach and 
inteſtines; or ſome other part of the 
body. This hypotheſis is ſupported by 
Vanſweiten, in his commentary upon 
the ſeven hundred and fifty feventh of 
Boerhaave's aphoriſms, where he gives 
us two caſes of Intermitting Fevers af- 
fecting a particular part only, both of 
which were cured by the bark given 
between the fits. 


He was conſulted for a nobleman 
who was affected with a pain in that part 
of the head where a branch of the fifth 
pair of nerves paſſes out of the ſkull 

"OP 
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through a foramen in the os fronts. 

This pain extended itſelf over one half 

of the head, and having continued to 

afflict the patient violently for eight 

hours, gradually decreaſed, and at laſt 
perfectly vaniſhed. 


Epithems and bliſters were applied 
to the head, epiſpaſtics to the feet, and 
purges, &c. adminiſtered without af- 
fording any relief; but upon exhibiting 
the peruvian bark this moſt troubleſame 
diſorder immediately ceaſed. | 


Another patient with a violent inter- 
mitting pain, ariſing in the ſame part, 
and attended with nearly the ſame 
ſymptoms, fell under the care of the 
{ame ingenious and attentive phyſician; 
who not being able to remove it with 
cupping glaſſes, bliſters, purges, &c. 
uſed the bark, and with the ſame for- 
tunate event. 


D 2 In 
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In the laſt caſe he felt the pulſe of 
the artery at the wriſt, and alſo where 
it runs down the forehead about the 
larger canthus of the eye, and, by com- 
paring them together, he obſerved that 
in the pulſe at the wriſt no alteration 
happened during the paroxyſm, but that 
at the canthus it beat much ſwifter, and 
ſtronger than it naturally uſed to do. 
Hence he concludes, that in theſe caſes 
the intermitting diſorder affected the 
circulation of the blood in that particu- 
lar part only where the ſtimulus acted, 


but that the whole maſs of blood was 


not influenced by it. 


By the above inſtances we fee that 
an Intermitting Fever may ariſe in a 
particular part of the body, without 
diſturbing the economy of the whole 
animal machine. But it is remarkable, 
that whether it becomes a general,- or 
remains a partial diſeaſe, the method 
of cure to be purſued is the ſame. 


In 
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In my eſſay upon tlie effects of cam- 
phire and calomel in Continual Fevers, 
J have attempted to ſhew the great con- 
nection that ſubſiſts between the ſto- 
mach, and even the moſt diſtant parts 
of the body. And this will be ſtill 
farther confirmed if we ſuppoſe that 
the cure of Intermitting Fevers, as I 
have juſt now mentioned, begins in the 
ſtomach, and that thence the more diſtant 
parts by ſympathy partake of the benefit. 


Whytt ſays that ſtrengthening the 
ſtomach and inteſtines 1s the beſt me- 
thod for removing the epilepſy, and 
nervous diſorders in general. And 
Fuller, in his pharmacopzia extem- 
poranea, informs us, that the very pow- 
der I recommend as ſo effectual in the 
Ague, is when given in an electuary,“ 
a moſt certain remedy for the epilepſy. 

Sydenham, 


* Elect. Peruv. Epilepticum. 
R. Cort. Peruv. pulv. Zvi. 


Rad Serp. Virgin. puly. Zi. cum ſ. q. Syrup, 
flor. Pæon. vel Pæon. comp. fiat Elect. molle. 
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Sydenham, whole candor and gene- 
roſity induced him to point out his er- 
rors, as well as to mention the ſucceſs- 
ful parts of his practice, acknowledges 
that he was miſtaken in his adminiſtra- 
tion of bark immediately beſore the fit 
of an Intermitting Fever; but that he 
found it the moſt effectual medicine of 
any, if given directly after the fit was 
ended, in ſuch a manner as to convey 
into the patient as much bark as poſlible 
before the next return of the Ague was 
expected. By theſe means the Fever 
was ſtopped, but he obſerved that a re- 
petion of the bark was neceſlary for a 

con- 


Antiepilepticum præſtantiſſimum, et certiſſi- 
mum pharmacum exiſtit, uti experientia me 
edocuit. : 

Si (poſt debitas evacuationes) adultis Zi. et aliis 
minor doſis mane et veſperi per 3 vel 4 menſes 
exhibantur: et poſtea per triduum, vel quatri- 
duum ante novilunium, et plenilunium morbos 
Epilepticos, et Hyſtericos penitus eradicat. Phar- 
macop. extemporan. Page 64. 
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conſiderable time afterwards, other- 
wiſe the patient would frequently ſuffer 
a relapſe.*----He likewiſe mentions giv- 
ing a ſcruple of ſnakerootf frequently 
with ſucceſs in Tertian Agues. But 
neither he, nor any author that I am 
acquainted with mentions the union of - 
bark and ſnakeroot in the manner I uſe 
it. Fuller does not recommend his 
electuary in the Ague, neither does a 
drachm of it, which is his higheſt doſe, 
contain ſo much as one third of the 
_ higheſt doſe of my ſebrifuge powder. 


* Sydenhami opera in Epiſtala Reſponſoria 
ad Robertum Brady M. D. P. 265, 266, 267. 


+ Loco citato, P. 274. Sydenham gave this 
powder in three ounces of white wine two hours 
before the Ague fit was expected, and then or- 
dered his patient to be covered up in bed, and 
to ſweat for three or four hours. 
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SECTION IV. 


07 the uſe of Calomel in Intermit- 


ting bevers. 


Wr the firſt paſſages appeared 


loaded with impurities I ſome- 
times adviſed a vomit, but more gene- 
rally had recourſe to a mercurial purge. 
And indeed I found this laſt method 
ſo efficacious, ſo ſafe, and ſo much 
more pleaſant than a vomit, that for 
ſome years paſt I have rarely given the 
febrifuge powder without uſing this 
method of preparation. 


Hoffman ſo ſtrongly recommends 
mercurius dulcis in Intermitting Fevers, 
that he mentions it as ſtriking at the 


very 
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very root ol; them.“ And in his trea- 
tiſe upon a Quartan he gives us the two 
following caſes of people cured by it. 


A young ſtudent, who indulged him- 
ſelf in his bottle and late hours, going 
a journey in a rainy autumn contracted 
a Tertian Ague. In the hot fits he en- 
deavoured to quench his thirſt by drink: 
ing large quantities of acidulated weak 
liquors, and juleps. His Tertian changed 
to a Quartan with violent pains in all 
his limbs, and a ſort of rigor in his 
head and feet. He was coſtive, his 
urine was hot, and came away only in 
drops. This Fever having long eluded 
the efforts of phyſicians, and the effects 


of medicines, at laſt the following pow - 
der was given. 


R. Corall. 
Sal Abſinth. 


. Mercur 


. an de bile medicina et veneno 
corporis. 929. 
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Mercur dulcis ana zi. 
O lei Caryophyl gtt. vi. 
Laudan gr. iv. m. 


Of this powder the patient took ſo 
much twice in a day, that in the ſpace 
of three days the whole was conſumed; 
the conſequence of which was that a 
ſalivation aroſe, and the Fever“ de- 
parted. It is added however, that the 
ſalivation continued very violent for 
fourteen days, and that the patient 
narrowly eſcaped with life. 


A ſtrong, plethoric, ſedentary man, 
who eat n and was ſubject to the 
piles, 


That a ſalivation is not in general a cure for 
an ague we may be aſſured, when we are told-by 
Vanſwieten, in his Comment upon the 757th of 
Boerhaave's Aphoriſms, that a Quartan has con- 
tinued its courſe, exactly keeping its returns, 
through the middle of a ſalivation; and that he 
has known a vernal Tertian ariſe in the midſt of 


One. 
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piles, and hypochondriacal diſorders, 
in the month of October, without any 
preceding external cauſe, contracted a 
Quartan Ague. His phyſician ordered 
him a bitter elixir with ſpirit of ſal am- 
moniac, to be taken in an infuſion of 
common tea, and directed him to drink 
plentifully of it before the approach of 
the fit. The patient growing worſe 
under this treatment, the Doctor gave 
him the bark very liberally both in, 
and out of the paroxyſm. 


Another phyſician being called in, 
upon a number of ill ſymptoms appear- 
ing, and the Fever ſeeming to be con- 
tinual, he bled the patient, and by ſo- 
lutive aperient apozems, and other 
means, in the ſpace of a month, brought 
the Fever to a more mild and regular 
ſtate. He then preſcribed a powder 
compoſed of ſteel-filings, bark, mer- 
curius dulcis, &c. This being divided, 
and taken at twelve doſes the Fever in- 
| ſenſibly expired, and by the time the 
E 2 laſt 
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laſt doſe was taken the patient was re- 


| ſtored to qe health.* 


Willis likewiſe gives us one caſe 
where mercury removed a Quartan Fe- 
ver. He ſays that in the autumn of 
1681 Quartan Fevers were ſo very 
general, that every body had it in their 
power to make what obſervations they 
pleaſed 5 them; at which time a 


be 


* Hoffmannus de Febre quartana enarrationes 
morborum. Obſerv. iii. iv. 

Hoffman kept his patients ill with Tertian, 
or Quartan Feyers a long time upon aperient 
apozems, and gave ſolutive medicines before he 
ventured to adminiſter the cortex, judging the 
uſe of a ſpecific medicine dangerous before 
the noxious humors are corrected, and evacuated, 
which by his method copld not well take up leſs 
time than a month. Boerhaave ſeems to have 

adopted the ſame plan: and Sydenham is very 
apprehenſive leaſt the bark given too ſoon might 
Rep the deſpumation of the Fever. 
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young lady deſired him to give her a 
ſpeedy cure, and ſhe was willing to 
ſubmit to any method he ſhould 1 
FO tor her obtaining it. 


The Doctor having obſerved that thi 
common methods of practice were in- 
effectual, told her that if ſhe would 
ſuffer herſelf to be put into a ſpitting 
for a few days by means of a mineral 
medicine, he believed he could re- 

move her diſorder in a ſhort time. The 
patient readily conſenting to his pro- 
poſal, he gave her a mild, and entirely 
ſafe medicine, by which a light ſpitting 
was raiſed, and finiſhed in the ſpace 
of twelve days. 


From the time the ſalivation began 
the febrile paroxyſms ceaſed; but 
about the times of their uſual approach 
ſhe ſuffered great perturbation all over 
her body, with oppreſſion of the heart, 
and a fear of fainting. However after 


the 


38 ESSAY UPON 


the ſpitting ceaſed ſhe appeared per- 


fectly well. 


After the ſpace of two months, per- 
ceiving ſome ſlight acceſſions of the 
Fever, ſhe took an emetic, and repeated 
it two or three times, and was then en- 
tirely cured without any relapſe.* 


Throughout the practice of theſe 
great men in giving mercury in Inter- 
mitting Fevers, the chief point in view 
ſeems to have been an attenuation of 


the viſcid humours, whereſoever ſeat- 


ed. 


Willis ſometimes uſed the ſame tedious pre- 
paration as Hoffman, and Boerhaave recom- 
mend, but his common method of practice was 
to give an emetic, and ſometimes a ſolutive 
medicine before the fit. After which epithems 
were applied to the wriſts, and the bark given 


in ſome generous wine, the patients being ordered 


into bed in order to promote, and keep up a 
diaphoreſis. Willis de Febribus, Cap. vi. 
P. 69. 70. 
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ed. And for this purpoſe their mer- 
curial medicines are directed to be 
taken in ſufficient quantities to raiſe a 
ſalivation. But I no where find them 
adminiſtering a mercurial purge to 
cleanſe the firſt paſſages, and prepare 
the ſtomach for the reception of a ſpe- 
cific medicine. 


Langriſh, it muſt be confeſſed, re- 
commends this practice, and ſays that 
in obſtinate Agues, or Intermitting Fe- 
vers he has experienced greater advan- 
tages from rhubarb and calomel in ſmall 
doſes than from any other medicine he 
ever tried.“ He laments however that 
the cortex is not ſelf ſufficient to cure 
many inveterateAgues, and ſays, there 
** ſeems to be wanting, in obſtinate and 
e confirmed Intermittents, ſomethin 
* that is more ſtrongly endued with a 
is property of attenuating, and diffolving 

5 the 


* Langriſh's Theory and Praftice of Phyſe. 
Se, 411, 
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** the viſcid coheſions of the blood 
and lymph.“ r This deficiency, whe- 
ther ariſing from the cauſe aſſign d by 
Langriſh, or from any other, I appre- 
hend is ſupplied by joining ſnakeroot 
to the bath in the ane; nne 


M N in 19 4 caſes is to give 
a calomel purge as ſoon as poſſible after 
the paroxyſm is ended; “ and to begin 
upon the febrifuge powder after the 


purgative has done its duty. By theſe 


means I gain an opportunity to throw 
down: two or three doſes of the powder 
before the return of the Ague is expect- 
ed; and have rarely been diſappointed 
in my expectations of putting an entire 
ſtop to it. This will be beſt illuſtrated 
by the following examples. 


CASE 


by Ibid. \ 413. 


* When purges were given by Willis and others 
in Intermitting Fevers they uſually ordered them 
to be taken before the fit comes on. þ * 
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| CASE VII. 
Winifred Heyley, aged Amin ill 
three weeks with a Quotidian Inter- 
mitting Fever, was received into the 
Glouceſter infirmary May the 4th, 1769, 


The intermiſſions of this patients diſ- 
order were very ſhort, and imperfect; 
ſhe had a conſtant purging upon her, 
and her enen was l een | 


After the operation of an emetic I or 
der'd her the aromatic electuary, No: 4, 
and a ſaline mixture to be taken twice a 
day, with a view to correct the Fever, 
and reſtrain the diarrhoea; and added a 


lohoc to be taken 0 on ac- 
count of a cough. | 


Having in a few days gained a clear 
intermiſſion, although but of ſhort du- 
ration, I ordered the aſtringent mix- 
ture, No. 5, to be given after every 

F ſtool, 
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ſtool, in order to check the purging, 
which ſtill continued, and directed the 
full doſe of a drachm of the febrifuge 
powder to be given upon the firſt op- 
portunity that offered between the fits, 
Which was done; and ſhe afterwards 
got down two doſes in every interval. 


The Ague being thus ſtopped, and 
the diarrhea continuing, but not ſo 
violent, I gave her five grains of calo- 
mel and one of opium at night going to 
bed, and a ſcruple of rhubarb the next 
morning. This method of removing a 
diarrhea I had before experienced, and 
it proved qually effectual i in the pre- 
* ale? 7: | 


The great evacuation ſhe had ſuffer- 
ed, together with the fatigue of her 
Ague, almoſt always upon her, occa- 


ſioned 


* When a diarrhcea is ſtopped by the admi- 
niſtration of calomel we may ſuppoſe that the 
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ſioned a fluor  albus; Of this being 
cured in the ſpace of a fortnight, and 
having recovered her ſtrength, ſhe was 
diſcharged June the eighth; without 
having had any return of her Ague. 


CASE VIII. 


Benjamin Sullis, of Ripple in Wor- 
ceſterſhire, aged 26, ill ſax months of a 
regular Intermitting Fever, was ad- 
mitted at the infirmary December the 
thirteenth 1764. | 


Half a ſcruple of ipecacoanha pow- 
dered was taken in a draught before the 
Ague fit came on, and a bolus contain- 
ing ten grains of rhubarb, and five of 
calomel was given in the W er 
the at was endet. 


F2 37 After 


acrimony was lodged in viſcidities adhering to the 
firſt paſſages which were —— the virtue 
of the medicine. | 


= 1 _ = 
- — r . ˙ r — 
* - ——— <4 - 6 . wann y 
— — s _ * . - — 
. — — — 9 ” — — — — 
— - - = - —— — — — ay 
* . —— — — — — - _ — — - 


= . - =y 
® * =_ 
= CT ic 
A . — — 22 


44 EsSsAY UurOoN 


After the purgative operation of this 
medicine ceaſed he began upon the 
pulvis febrifugus, to which the Ague 
immediately gave way, and he was diſ- 
charged December the 27th. 


CASE IX. 
John Siſam of Churcham, aged ſix- 


teen, ill ſix months of an Intermitting 


Fever, was admitted at the infimary 
July the third 1766. 


Ten grains of calomel“ being given 
him at night, and purged off the next 


morning, he began upon the pulvis 


febrifugus, which ſtopped his Ague, 
and he had no return. Being inclined 
to be coſtive a ſolutive bolus was given 
him aaa and July the ſeven- 


teenth 


This is not an unuſual doſe, dſtber is it | 
generally thought a large one ; but I have found 
five grains ſufficient in moſt caſes. 
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teenth he was i an out- patient, for 
no other reaſon but to prove whether 
his Ague was well cured. July the giſt 
he returned to the hoſpital, having had - 
no relapſe, and was then diſcharged, 


CASE X. 


Giles Millard of Hm aged 24, 
ill. fix- months with a Quartan Fever, 
was admitted at the infirmary F ebruary % 
the ninth 1769. 


Five grains of calomel being admi- 
niſtered at night, and a ſolutive draught 
the next day, I ordered a drachm of 
the pulvis febrifugus to be taken in the 
evening at bed time, after: his phyſic 
had done working, and that the day 
following he ſhould repeat it every 
fourth hour, 


his raiſing his pulſe too much I had 
cight ounces of blood taken away, and 


gave 
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gave the powders only three times in 
a day. No Ague returning after he firſt 
began upon the powders, I ſoon drop- 
ped the ſnakeroot, but the bark was 
continued to the time of his being dif- 
charged cured Feb. the twenty-third. 


CASE XI. 


Samuel Boone of Badgeworth, aged 
28, ill fix months with a Quartan Ague, 

was admitted at the infirmary March 
the ninth 1769. 


Five grains of calomel with the ſolu- 
tive draught, and the pulvis febrifugus 
being given as uſual immediately cured 
the Ague, and the patient was diſcharg- 
ed April the fifteenth. { 


CGASE XI. 


Enoc Summers of Cam, aged thirty, 
ill nine months of an Intermitting Fe- 
| ver, 


INTERMITTING FEVERS. 47 


ver, was admitted at the infirmary June 
the fourth N Neri b 


He began upon a faline mixture im- 
mediately upon his admiſſion; and 1 
ordered him five grains of calomel to 
be given on the evening following the 
firſt Ague fit he ſhould have in the 
hoſpital, and that he ſhould take the 
ſolutive draught the day following: 
after which he began upon the bark 


electuary, No. 3, in the abſence of the 
Fever. 


June the twenty-fifth, the ague Nil 
continuing, he took a ſcruple of rhu- 
barb ; and returned to the faline mix- 
ture, to which a lohoc was added on 
account of a cough, and the bark omit- 
ted. The cough being eaſed, by the 
lohoc, it was in a few days exchan ged 
for an electuary of mullepedes, Ne 0. 6. 


The obſtructions, which had _ 
ſufficiently apparent in this caſe from 
the 
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the fallow complexion, as well as other 
Tymptoms, being as I apprehended 
removed by the above treatment, I 
ſpeedily put a ſtop to the Ague by the 
febrifuge electuary, No. 2, and the 
patient was diſcharged cured July the 
ſixteenth. 


CASE. XII. 


Ann Powel of Wheatenhurſt, aged 
49, ill nine months of an Intermitting 
Fever, was received at the infirmary 


July the ſixteenth 1767. 


On the evening after her firſt fit in 
the hoſpital ſne took three grains of 
— and purged it off the next 
day. The febrifuge electuary, given 
as tua after the purge, ſtopped the 
Ague, but the diarrhœa continuing 
obliged me to order aſtringent medi- 
cines, which having obtained the de- 
ſired effect, ſhe was diſchargad cured, 
Ag the twentieth, | 


CASE 
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Ar 


Mary Murcifer, of Standiſh, aged 
twenty-five, ill one year with an Inter- 
mitting Fever, was admitted September 
the eighth 1763. Beſides her Ague ſhe 
had for ſome time had an obſtruction of 
the menſes. n th 


A doſe of calomel being given and 
purged off by way of preparation, the 
pulvis febrifugus was ordered, in the 
quantity of half a drachm, every fourth 
' hour in order to ſtop the Ague fit, 
which it effected. And afterwards a 
bark electuary with fal martis was 
given, and continued for ſome time, 
with a view to both complaints. 


Laſtly, the eleQuary being left off, 
ſhe was directed to take lac ammoniac 
zi tint melampodu zi twice a day, and 
the pilulæ martiales No. 7, at night. By 
theſe means, having obtained a com- 

0 pleat 
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pleat cure of both diſorders, ſhe was 
diſcharged November the third. 


CASE XV. 


1 Bradley, of Glouceſter, "and 
fifty-three, ill thirteen months of an 
Ague,* was admitted November the 
nineteenth 1767. 


: FUR taking a 3 BY — the 
ſobutive draught the next day, he began 
upon the febrifuge electuary. The 


Ague being ſtopped, and the patient 


coſtive, I ordered, November the 
twenty- ſixth, that he ſhould take a ſo- 


lutive draught, and continue the elec- 


tuary, omitting the ſnakeroot in its 
compoſition. 
December 


In this, and other caſes where I have not 
mentioned what ſpecies of Ague the patients la- 


boured under, it is to be underſtood that they | 


were Regular Intermitting Fevers, and either 
Tertians, or Quartans. 


| 
I. 
* 
P 
; 
[ 

ed 
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December the firſt he took. five grains 

of calomel, with the ſolutive draught, 
No. 8, the next day. Theſe medicines 
were repeated December the third. 
And as he had been ſo long ill, the bark 
electuary was continued to the time of 
his being diſcharged nen December 
the ſeventeenth. buen 


| To theſe hoſpital caſes it will be ſuf- 
ficient to add one very remarkable in 
ſtance more, which „ to me e in 
private practice. 


"CASE XVI. 


April the fifth 1769˙ I was ſent for te to 
Mr. Daniel a maſter carpenter at Sand- 
hurſt near Glouceſter. His complaint 
was a violent periodical pain in his 
head, attended with a great tightneſs 
upon his breaſt, for which he had been 
bled twice, but without receiving any 
relief. As theſe alarming rn re- 
62 turned 


\ 
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turned every other day, I judged his 
diſorder to be an uncommon Tertian 
Ague, and adi ngly treated it as 
follows. | 


N. Calomel gr. u. 
Succ glycyrrhizæ q. . f. pil ſu- 
mend hac nocte hora ſomni. 


A ſolutive draught was alſo ordered 
to be taken the next morning; and an 
anodyne to be given in the evening af- 
ter the operation of the purge.* 


On the morning of April the ſeventh 
I made my patient a ſecond viſit, when 
I found that the paroxyſm had affected 
n e but that he was then in a 


* 


V At the infirmary I gave the apothecary a ge- 
neral direction to adminiſter an anodyne whenever 
the calomel happened to purge rather too much, 
but in private prattice I commonly order the 
compoſing draught in the evening aſter the ope - 
ration of the phylic at all events. 
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roper ſtate to begin upon the febriſuge 
powder. Of this powder I gave him a 
drachm about the middle of the day; 
and directed it to be repeated the fol- 
lowing night at bed time, and to be 
taken afterwards three times every day 
in the abſence of the Fever. 


The conſequence of the above treat- 
ment was, that although the pain in the 
head, and difficulty of breathing did re- 

turn after the operation of the calomel; 
yet the violence of theſe ſymptoms was 
greatly mitigated: and after the patient 
began upon the powders he never found 
any thing more of them. 


It was ſurprizing to obſerve how ſud- 
denly he recovered his health, and 
ſtrength, inſomuch that notwithſtanding 
his having been reduced to a very 
weak ſtate by the violence of his fits ; 
yet upon April the ninth, when I made 
him my laſt viſit, he appeared to want 
neither phyſic, nor phyſician. How- 

| ever, 


— 
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ever, for ſecurity I prevailed with him 
to continue his powders, for a few days 


| ee; twice a _ only. 


As this powder conſiſts of only two 
W ente, its efficacy muſt be al- 
lowed to proceed from the peculiar 
virtue of one of them, or from the 
united force of both. 


D moſt powerful quali of the 
bark is generally thought” to be its 
aſtringency. But Sydenham ſays it does 


not operate in the cure of an Ague by 


that quality. If it did other aſtringents 


would do the ſame, and he ſays he has 


tried the ſtrongeſt ineffectually. How- 
ever if we ſuppoſe it to operate by its 
aſtringency, or- by any other ſpecific 
virtue, three drachms of it is too ſmall 
a quantity to obtain the deſired effect, 
ſince an ounce given alone will often 
prove inſufficient to ſtop an Ague, or 
Pour a relapſe. 


The 


£93 * 
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The ſnakeroot promiſes much fairer 
to be the principal ingredient in this 
compoſition. Sydenham tells us that 
he gave a ſcruple of it before the fit 
with ſucceſs. But whether three ſcru - 

ples of ſnakeroot given alone at three 
doſes between the fits would be equally 
effectual as when joined to two drachms 
of the bark, according to the propor- 
tion of the febrifuge poder, i mae 
never experience. i br 


— 


| #141 901TRO-OT 
Although I had thy happineſs to ex- 
perience ſuch remarkable ſucceſs at. 
tending my endeavours in the caſes 
above recited, yet others convinced 
me that I muſt not always expect The 
ſame fortunate events. 


A poor woman who was much 
weakened by giving ſuck, and at the 
ſame time obliged: to be almoſt per- 
petually waſhing for her children, was 
under my care as an out- patient at the 
Glouceſter * almoſt a twelve- 


month 
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, 
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month without being well card of an 
Ague. 


The fame obſervation I made upon 
an honeft induſtrious' poor man, who, 
m order to ſupport a wife, and two 
fmall children, was conſtantly expoſing 
himſelf to the ſeverity of all kinds of 
weather in hedging, ditching, mowing, 
and other kinds of country buſineſs, 
And in general I have obſerved, that 
in-patients commonly receive a better 
cure of their Intermitting Fevers in a 
few weeks, than out-patients do in the 
fame number of months. 


The reaſons for this I apprehend to 
be firſt, my not being able to truſt theſe 
patients often with calomel. 


Secondly, their imprudence, or the 


the neceſſity they are under of expoſing 
themſelves to the ſeverity of * wea⸗ 
ther. 


And 


Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, the coarſe -—— es 
they ule, = 


| However it is no ſmall EN 
me to find, that by putting in practice 
the moans above recommended, and 


taking propar care to avaid Whatever 
may afford a freſh cauſe of the diſeaſe, 


the moſt favourable iſſue may, with the 
greateſt probability, be expected in a 
diſorder which 1s frequently very ob- 
ſtinate, and has ſometimes been de- 
clared utterly incapable of cure by any 
thing but a change of ſeaſon. 


When Intermitting, or Continual Fe- 
vers, either by neglect, or the inefficacy 
of the means uſed for their removal, 
happen to proceed for any conſiderable 
length of time they frequently give riſe 
to a variety of the moſt dreadful 
chronical diſeaſes, as conſumption, 
atrophy, cachexy, &c. owing chiefly 
to obſtructions formed in the meſen- 


teric, pancreatic, and other glands. 
Wo H But 
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But the moſt uſual terminations of ſuch 


caſes are, Dropſies, and indurations of 
the liver, happy therefore ſhall we be 
if by the means above mentioned, or 
any other, we can eſcape ſuch diſorders, 
which have always been found obſti- 
nate, and too frequently fatal. 


v. ren THE - | 


SECTION I. 


Of the Cauſes, and general Methods of | 
Cure in Dropfies. 


HEN widen is colleftda, and 

has a preternatural ſtagnation, 
in any part of the body, the diſorder 
is uſually denominated a Dropſy. The 
cauſe of this is always ſome obſtruction 
in the circulation, by means of which 
H 2 he 
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the moſt watery parts of the blood, be- 
ing diſcharged from the fineſt ſeries of 
arteries, cannot be taken up by the cor- 
reſponding abſorbent veins; whence 
enſues a Dropſy of that particular part 
where the water happens to be left. 

And from this circumſtance the various 
kinds of Dropſies are diſtinguiſhed, and 
receive their ſeveral appellations, as a 


Droply of the head, cheſt, teſticle, &c.* 
Drophes 


* The preſent treatiſe not being intended as a 
diſſertation upon the Dropſy in all its branches, 
but principally deſigned to ſhew the operation of 
calomel, I ſhall take notice of ſuch ſpecies of 
Dropſy only as I have experienced to have re- 
ceived moſt ſignal relief from this medicine. But 
as it will be made appear that there is no part of 
the human body impervious to the penetration of 
mercurial preparations, the ſucceſs of them in any 
one {ſpecies of Dropſy gives room to hope for 
equal benefit from them in the others, excepting 
the hydrocephalus, where a ſalutary evacuation. 
of the water, by means of any internal medicine, 
very rarely, if ever, takes place, | 
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Dropſies in general, and eſpecially 
the anaſarca, are frequently the confe- 
quences of Fevers in all parts of the 


world. Bontius ſays that the Dropſy 


is the moſt familiar diſeaſe” of any to 

the Eaſt- Indies. And the fame obſer- 

vations have been made by ſome of our 
own countrymen; who have viſited 
thoſe parts in a medical capacity. At 
the ſame-time however that we are told 
the Dropſy is more frequent in the Eaſt- 
Indies than in Europe, we are informed 
that it is moſt eaſily cured there. 


In hot countries a Dropſy is uſually 
preceded by an high Fever, attended 
with very violent ſymptoms, and 1s ge- 
nerally the conſequence of an ob- 
ſtruction in the liver. Diſeaſes of the 
liver are not ſo frequent in cold ch- 
mates; yet we of this iſland are not 
without many inſtances where Inter- 
mitting Fevers long continued have 
produced indurations of the viſcera, 
and eſpecially of the _ the conſe- 

quences 
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quences of which have been ſometimes 


a ſuppuration of that viſcus, but more 
frequently a Dropſy. 


As long as Drophes have been known 

ſo long almoſt has it been evident, that 
the only effectual method of cure is by 
draining. off the load of water with 
which it is encumbered. This has been 
attempted by various ways, internally, 
and externally. 


Internally purges, diuretic, and dia- 
phoretic medicines have been given 
with a view to encourage, and promote 
an evacuation of the water by the natu- 
ral diſcharges of ſtool, urine, or ſweat. 
---Externally the latter has been en- 
couraged by the uſe of hot baths, 


ſteams,“ bor ſtoves, and warm dry ap- 


plications, 


In two inſtances I have experienced conſide- 
rable aſũſtance from a ſweating chair, in the re- 


moval of very obſtinate Dropſies. But in ge- 
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plications, ſuch as ſalt, ſand, &c. com- 
monly called dry baths. Whilſt open- 
ings made upon the parts immediately 
affected have been intended as artificial 
drains to the ſtagnating fluid, under 
the ſeveral denominations of tapping, 
ſetons, iſſues, and bliſters. 


neral, the conſtitutions of hydropic patients have 


appeared to me too much ſhattered to * 
violent a ſhock. 


8E C- 
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SECTION It 
* the oe of Calomel i in Aae 


HOSE who would wiſh to ſee a 
clear, and conciſe account of the 
Dropſy, and its different ſpecies, may 
be ſatisfied in their enquiry by conſult- 


ing an eſſay upon that ſubject written 


ſome years ſince by Donald Monro, 


M. D. phyſician to his Majeſty's army, 


and St. George's hoſpital; in which he 
has brought together the practice of 
moſt of the ancient, and modern phy- 
ſicians in that diſorder. Amongſt the 


diuretic medicines he has not omitted 


quickſilver when killed with honey, 
or balſam of ſulphur. As a proof. of 
che . he brings ſome caſes where the 

pilulæ 
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pilulz mercuriales laxantes of the Edin- 


_ + burghdiſpentarory have produced very 


happy effects: and mentions ſome in- 
ſtances alſo of the efficacy of mercury 


ſubdued by balſam of ſulphur: 


He ſays that his father. ordered two 
or three doſes of mercurius dulcis to a 
man, who had an univerſal anaſarca, 
and aſcites, which cauſed ſuch a copi- 
ous diſcharge of urine as to remove his 
complaints entirely in one night: and 
that in January 1762 he ordered three 
grains of calomel morning and evening 
to - Carter, a ſoldier in the eleventh 
regiment of foot, who laboured under 
an anaſarca, which had come after a 
flux, and had yielded nothing to other 
remedies. This medicine proved 
ſtrongly diuretic, and removed his 
dropſical complaints.“ 


I. | Beſides 


* Monro on the Dropſy, p. 72. 
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Beſides the two caſes above mention - 
ed, I do not remember that Dr. Monro 
gives us any other to ſhew the 


effects of calomel in this diſorder. It 
has indeed been ſometimes mentioned 


by other authors; but as its uſe is by 
no means general in practice, it will 
not I apprehend be thought ſuperfluous 
to add the following caſes, which have 
fallen under my obſervation, in con- 
firmation of the benefits received from 
ſo excellent a medicine. 


CASE I. 


WilliamStratford of Cirenceſter, FP 
ſeventy-two, was ſeized in the month 
of Auguſt 1759 with a Regular Inter- 
mitting Fever, which continued to the - 
December following; and then became 
irregular. He was alſo afflicted with 


an anaſarca to ſuch a degree, that his 


neck, abdomen, ſcrotum, legs, and all 


parts of his _— were greatly tumified, 


except 
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except his head, and arms. His urine 
came away involuntarily, and the parts 
from the pulvis downwards were cold 
as clay, and inſenſible to the touch. 
His memory was impaired at all times, 
but in the febrile paroxyſms (which 
laſted eleven hours) it was entirely loſt. 
In theſe deplorable circumſtances Dr. 
Lewis of Oxford, and myſelf, who 
were then upon a dt for a 
young lady in the town, were deſired 

to 
following preſcription. 


R. Elect e ſcordio gi. 

Calomel optimt lævigat gr. v. fiat 
bolus, ſumendus ad duas vices hora 
ſomni. Et mane proximo poſt ſecun- 
dum bolum aſſumptum ſumat anden 
ſequentem. 


R. Infus ſenæ common zii. 
Tinct rhæi ſpirituos 31. m. 


12 R. Sapon 


give our aſſiſtance, and wrote the 
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R. Sapon dur ziſs. 
Gum ammon zi. 
Sal martis zſs. 
Spec aromatic. 
Rad ſcillæ ſiccat ana gr. xxiv. 
Balſam peruv q. ſ. fiant pilulæ 48 
quarum ſumat iv bis die, diebus a 
catharſi liberis ſuperbibendo hauſtum 
un cinerum geniſtæ. 


R. Emplaſtr e ſapon. 
E galbano ana p. æ. q. ſ. fiat em- 
plaſtrum abdomini applicandum. 


The plaiſter was immediately applied 
to one ſide of the abdomen, where was 
to be felt ſuch an hard internal tumour 
as is not unfrequent with patients who 
have laboured for any conſiderable time 
under Intermitting Fevers, and which 

the common people call an Ague- cake. 
A bolus was alſo given the ſame even- 
ing it was preſcribed, 


The 
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The effects were, that he made water 
inſenſibly almoſt the whole night, and 
in ſo large a quantity, that it paſſed 
through a ſack-bag doubled, a coat 
doubled, a blanket, the bed, &c. to 


the floor, WHETe lay a large en 
of it. 


The next morning he found himſelf 
much relieved, but made no conſider- 
able quantity of water that day. At 
night he took the ſecond bolus, by 
which he diſcharged water plentifully, 
but not in ſo large quantities as on the 
firſt night. The following morning he 
took the opening draught, according to 
directions, which gave him three mo- 
derate purging ſtools, but not watery, 
by which he was greatly relieved, and 
preſently retained his ſenſes. 


Things kevin gone on happily thus 
far, the pills were began upon; but in 
leſs time than a week the patient had a 
return of his Ague. Neither Dr. Lewis 
4 nor 
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nor myſelf being then at Cirenceſter, 
he applied to his apothecary, who gave 
him a bark-electuary, which brought 
on all his former anaſarcous ſwellings, 
but his memory remained perfect, 
Upon this occaſion the apothecary ad- 
miniſtered the medicines before pre- 
ſcribed, and obtained the former 
edel. 


| The hydropic ſymptoms being a ſe- 
cond time removed, the Ague again 
returned in an irregular manner, and 
was put a ſtop toby a medicine that the 
patient procured from a friend, after 
which he ſuffered no relapſe. I ſaw 
this man in April 1761, when he was 
perfectly well, and had been able con- 
ſtantly to attend his duty at a turnpike, 
without having had any return of his 
Dropſy, or Ague; notwithſtanding his 
being oftentimes neceſſarily expoſed to 
the inclemency of the weather by the 
nature of his employment. 


CASE 
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CASE U. a 


Edward Avery of Glouceſter, - 
fifteen, was admitted a patient at the 
Glouceſter infirmary September the 
firſt, 1763, having been anaſarcous 
from an Ague for three weeks; and 
when admitted his abdomen appeared 
remarkably large, and tumid. 


I directed a ſaline mixture for him 
with diuretic ſalt, which was con- 
tinued; but with no ſignal benefit, to 
September the fifteenth, at which time 
the following was ordered. 


R. Confect cardiac gi. | 
Calomel gr. ii. fiat bolus ſamen- 
dus hac note, et cras mane ſumat hauſ- 
tum ſequentem. 


R. Infus lenitiv No. 9g. 
Tin rhubarb ana 3i. m. 


"Theſe 


8 
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Theſe medicines were repeated Sep- 
tember the eighteenth, after which a 
{cruple of the febrifuge powder was 
given three times a day, and Septem- 
ber the twenty-ninth he was diſcharged 
cured of both Ague, and . 


CASE ll. 


Elizabeth Longford of Cirenceſter, 
aged twenty-eight, was admitted a pa- 
tient at the Glouceſter infirmary April 
the fourth, 1766. 


In September 1765, having had the 
Ague for ſome time, and being then 
five months gone with child, her legs 
began to ſwell, and ſhe ſaid her face 


alſo, ſo that ſhe was at that time per- 
fectly anaſarcous. She was in hopes 
that theſe complaints would go off after 
her delivery; but was diſappointed. 
Her child appeared to be full of water, 


and lived but two days. And the Ague 
and 
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and ſwellings continued until ſhe was 
admitted at the infirmary, when her 
abdomen appeared to contain no incon- 
ſiderable quantity of water, and ſhe 
was anaſarcous from head to foot. Be- 
ſides which ſhe was exceedingly weak - 
ened by a purging, which had con- 
ſtantly attended her fear her firft 


ſeizure. 


Having ineffeftually attempted 5 
ſtop the purging by miſtura cardiac 
No. 10, miſtura aſtringens No: 3, and 
other abſorbents, and anodynes, until 


April the nineteenth, I then ordered 
the following bolus. 


N. o, gr. 1. 
| Opii gr. i. 
Pulv. contrayerv. comp. di. 


Syrup. e cort. aurantior. q. l. f. 
bolus. 


This bolus was to be taken at bed- 


time, and four 1 of the cordial 


mixture 
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mixture No. 10. were directed to be 


given the next morning, and repeated 
every ſixth hour, with the addition of 
a ſufficient quantity of laudanum in 
each doſe to reſtrain the purging. This 


ſucceeded, and the patient, who could 


not get out of bed, and was prodigi- 
ouſly ſwoln in all parts, began to get a 
little ground. Finding this check given 
to the violence of her ſymptoms, when 


little or no hopes appeared, April the 


twenty-firſt I ordered a repetition of 


the bolus every night, except a purg- 
ing ſhould return.* 


From this time ſhe made great quan-- 
tities of urine, by which her ſwellings 
ſubſided conſiderably, and ſhe' gained 


ſtrength daily. But her breath being 


much affected I ordered two of the 
aſthmatic 


* This I did leaſt the opiate might not be ſuffi- 
cient to prevent the calomel from purging when 
given conſtantly, but experience ſhew'd me there 
was no occaſion for that caution. 
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aſthmatic pills No. 11, to be taken every 
morning, and the bolus before pre- 
{cribed to be continued at night. Whilſt 
ſhe was going on ſucceſsfully in this 
courſe an itch, which had not before 
been obſerved, made its appearance, 
and rendered it neceſſary to remove 
her out of the hoſpital to private lodg- 
ings, wherefore ſhe was made an out- 
en May the firſt. 


Whilſt ſhe was out. 8 the houſe Lor- 
dered ſulphur internally and externally, 
in the uſual forms for curing the itch, 
neglecting for a time the Ague, and 
depending upon what ſhe had already 
taken for farther relieving the hydropic 
nn 


Upon her return to the hoſpital Junk | 
the fifth, it appeared that the ſwellings 
were totally ſubſided. A cough, which 
had attended her from her firſt ſeizure, 
yet continued, but was much mended, 
and would now permit her to lie down 

K 2 in 
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in her bed, which was not the caſe be- 
fore ſhe was made an out-patient. The 
Ague, which had been a Quartan, was 
now irregular, and often ſhook her 
twice in a da. 


In this ſtate I directed two of the aſth- 
matic pillsto be taken twice a day, and 
in the intervals of the Ague fits gave the 
elect. febrifug. No, 2, The Ague be- 
ing tapped, I directed the ele. peruv. 
No. g, and lohoc No. 12, of each 
equal parts, to be given regularly for 
ſome time, 


By theſe means, at the end of three 
weeks from her re- admiſſion, both diſ- 
orders of Ague, and Dropſy were ſub- 
dued. Her cough was yet trouble- 
ſome, and though able to walk about, 
ſhe remained very weak. Regard being 
had to. theſe complaints, proper me- 
dicines were directed, and ſhe was con- 
tinued in the hoſpital to July the: 24th, 
— PET 
| CASE 


weeks, but ſhe continued very weak, 


had a * in her right ſide, which 
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CASE W. 


Betty Lawrence ' of Stawel, aged 
twenty-ſix, ill ſix weeks with an aſcites, 
was admitted a patient at the Glouceſter 
inſirmary the twelfth of June, 1766. 
The hiſtory ſhe gave of her Ale 


Was as follows. 


somewhat more than a year ad; 
ing the firſt ſymptoms of the Dropſy 
ſhe had an eruption of large puſtules 


over all parts of her body, and an in- 


flammation of her eyes. Theſe, com- 
plaints were removed in about eight | 


and an eruption of ſmall puſtules yet 
made 1ts appearance now and then upon 
her arms and face. At Michaelmas ſhe 


had recovered her ſtrength ſufficiently 


to go out ta ſervice, at Mrs. Maſters at 
the abby in Cirenceſter, and continued 
well till Chriſtmas, at which time ſhe 


by 
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by bleeding, and taking a purge or 
two was removed. 


About Eaſter the pain returned in 
her right ſide, and continued for a 
month, when ſhe began to ſwell in the 
abdomen, and her {kin had a yellow 

. tinge. The medicines ſhe took from 
her apothecary not ſucceeding, but on 
the contrary the tumor increaſing, ſhe 
was tapped about a fortnight before ſhe 

came to the hoſpital. | 


At the time of her admiſſion ſhe 
was evidently filling again, and made 
not above four ounces of water in a 
whole day and night, and that ſo highly 
inflamed as to be almoſt of a ſcarlet 
colour. In this ſtate I ordered her a 
pill containing a grain of calomel to be 
taken every night, and the following 
powder to be taken thrice a day. 


R. Puly. contray. comp. di. 
Nitr. gr. x. m. f. pulvis. 
1 The 


rr 
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The quantity of urine ſhe made ſoon 
increaſed, and the colour of her water 
became lighter in a few days. As ſhe 


had been deſired to meaſure herſelf 


every day, ſhe found in a fortnight 
that her ſwelling leſſened,” but a ſpitting 
coming on, and pain in the head, ſhe 
was obliged to deſiſt from the uſe of 
calomel, and took jul. vol. cum nitro 


No. 14. 


The pain nav from her head, pf 
but ſhe made much leſs water than 
when under the former method, where- 


fore I continued the former powders 


without the calomel, and gave her a 


purge or two to carry off the incipient 
lalivation. 


The abdomen gradually leſſened, 
and a cough, which attended her at, 
and long before her being tapped, and 
which increaſed after that operation,“ 


Was 


* The reaſon of this we may collect very fully 
from the obſervation made by Bontius pen the 
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was entirely mid as the waters 
went off; ſo that in the ſpace of a 
month ſhe was quite free from her 


a. amd cough. 


As fhe was yet languid, and had not 
had her menſes regular from the begin- 
ning of het firſt illneſs, I choſe to keep 
her a little longer in the houſe ; and or- 

dered her the pil. martial. No. 7, by 
which ſhe continued gaining ſtrength, 
and was diſcharged compleatly cured 
Ee the ſeventh. 


oriental Dropſies, where the liver is principally 
affected. A dry cough, he ſays, and difficulty 


of breathing, accompany this diſeaſe, becauſe the 
liver by its inſertion, and increaſed weight, draus 
the ſeptum tranſverſum backwards, and thence 
the thorax, and lungs are affected; whence theſe 
troubleſome- complaints are produced, Bontius 
de medicina indorum p. 255. 


CASE v. 


clans Sayſel of F laxley, aged thirty: 
five, was admitted a patient at the 
Glouceſter Ry My . fif- 
teenth, 1767.. l „Lene 


This man's employment had been 
about a forge, or furnace where the dre 
is reduced into the metallic form of 
iron. The intenſe heat of the furnace 
muſt neceſſarily increaſe that of his 
body to a great degree above what is 
natural; and his expoſure of himſelf in 
that ſtate to the open air, in all kinds 
of weather, together with a too free uſe 
of cold water, produced an ague, three 
months or upwards before he applied 
to the hoſpital. His Ague was at firſt a 
Quartan. It continued in that ſhape 
for a fortnight, or three weeks, then 
became a Tertian, and laſtly a Quoti- 
dian. Having a. wife, and four ſmall 
children to maintain by the fruits of his 

L own 
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own labour only, the dearneſs of pro- 
viſions, which at that time prevailed, 
would not permit him to drink any 
other liquor than water; and as he con- 
tinued working at the furnace, notwith- 
ſtanding hisAgue, the heat of his Fever, 
as well as that of the furnace, occaſioned 
his drinking large quantities. 


In this manner he continued his work 
at the furnace, for nine or ten weeks 
with the Ague and Fever upon him, at 
which time, hydropic ſymptoms com- 
ing on, he quitted his uſual employ- 
ment, and applied himfelf to threfhing 
and ſuch other kinds of work, where 
he might not be ſo much expoſed to 
the viciſſitudes of heat and cold. In 


this very induſtrious manner, working 


as much as his ſtrength would allow of, 


he ſpent five weeks more; when his 


Ague coming every day, and being full 
of water in the abdomen, as well as all 
other parts of his body, he was brought 
to the infirmary. 5 
e Though 


THE DROPSY. 83 


Though he was very full of water, 
yet having a conſiderable degree of 
ſtrength, I ordered three grains of ca- 
lomel to be taken three nights ſuc- 
ceſſively, and that a doſe of infuſum 
lenitivum No, g, ſhould be taken upon 
the morning following the laſt doſe. 
After this he took the aſthmatic pills 
No. 11, with the ſaline mixture No. 17. 


The Dropſy beginning to abate, and 
the intermiſſions of the Ague fits being 
more diſtinct than at his admiſſion, he 
was directed to take the bark electuary 
No, 3, every ſecond hour, with equal 
parts of lohoc No. 12, on account of a 
cough. After the Ague was ſtopped, I 
continued the bark and lohoc a drachm 
of each three times a day, and aſter- 
wards added the althmatic pills night 


and morning. 


The water not paſling off by urine ſo 
well as I expected, I added a grain of 
calomel to the pills, and continued the 

L 2 other 


ſtrength was very much impaired. 
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other medicines. The water being 


thus all evacuated, and the Ague and 
cough removed, I gave him a ſaline 
mixture, and the bolus ſolutivus No. 18, 
occaſionally, and finally February the 
twenty-ſix he was diſcharged cured of 
all his complaints. 


CANE NW 


Mary Clarke of Leonard-Stanley, 
aged twenty-two, was admitted a pa- 
tient at the Glouceſter infirmary March 
the twelfth 1767, having been ill five 
months with a Dropſy, by which her 


The medicines firſt ordered her were 
a faline mixture, and bark powdered, 
and directions given to add five drops 
of the thebaic tincture occaſionally, on 


account of a purging ſhe complained of. 


This method was purſued to Marth the 
twenty- ſeventh without any e 


being | 
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being gained in any reſpect, either upon 
the Dropſy or diarrhœa. I then or- 
dered the aſtringent mixture No. 55, to 

be taken occaſionally, and the follow- 


ing bolus _ night, 
R. . 
Opii ana gr. i. 


Confect. cardiac. gi. £, bolus. . 


She a but * of theſe n * 
fore the ſymptoms of an incipient ſali- 
vation appeared, which obliged me to 
deſiſt from any farther uſe of it. I 
therefore ordered a ſcruple of cordial 
confection to be given night and morn- 
ing, in order to ſupport the patient, 
and reſtrain the purging, and that a 
ſcruple of rhubarb ſhould be taken 
twice a week to N the GO 


By this method the water was eva- 
cuated very freely by urine, notwith- 
ſtanding the ſpitting continued to April 
the fourteenth, when an itch appearing 


the 
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ſhe was made an out-patient. By this 
time the purging was alſo ſo effectually 
ſuppreſſed, and her ſtrength ſo far in- 
creaſed, that ſhe bore a doſe of the hauſ- 
tus ſolutivus No. 8, very well before 
ſhe went out of the houſe. 


Sulphur in the uſual forms was 
made uſe of externally, and internally, 
and all other medicines omitted, ex- 
cept an antiſeptic gargle to faſten her 
teeth, which were looſe.* She was 
cured of her itch, and June the fourth 
len diſcharged from the hoſpital in 
health, 


lt is remarkable that two grains of calomel 
in this caſe occaſioned a ſalivation, which con- 
tinued fourteen days, yet in the fourth caſe a 
grain was taken for fourteen nights before a 

ſpitting came on, and in the eighth caſe thirty- 
one grains were taken in the ſpace of three 
weeks, and no ſpitting produced. And I have 
heard of much larger doſes being given in a 
ſhorter ſpace of time to hydropic patients without 
any ſalivation. 
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health, without any other medicines 
being directed for her, er above 
mentionect. 


CASE VII. 


Thomas Brookes of e 
aged fiſty- four, ill three weeks with an 
aſcites and anaſarca, was admitted De- 
cember the twenty minth 1763. Though 
this patient gave in his diſorder as of 
three weeks ſtanding only, yet it is pro- 
bable that it e . ben date. 


A coflivenats by n of being 
reheved by bolus ſolutivus No. 18, I 
put him upon the aſthmatic pills No. 11, 
as well with a view to keep the body 
open, as to carry off the water. Theſe 
pills not proving ſufficiently - aperient, 
the pulvis purgans No. 19, was given 
twice in the firſt week, and continued 


afterwards ke 


6 | The 
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The ſwellings of his abdomen and 
legs being much reduced, I added the 
infuſ. hydropicum No. 20, with an in- 
tent to ſtrengthen the parts as the water 
was drained off. But finding that the 
ſwellings did not continue to ſubſide I 
ordered five grains of calomel to be 
taken at night going to bed, that they 
ſhould be repeated the next night, and 
that the pulvis purgans ſhould be given 
the a following. 


This entirely anſwered my wiſh ; in- 
ſomuch that a ſaline mixture being 
taken three times a day for a week, 
and continued afterwards with the ad- 
dition of tinct. martis gtt. 20 to each 
doſe, he was diſcharged cured Febru- 
ary the ſecond, 1764. 


CASE VIII. 


— price, a gardener's wife at Glou- 
ceſter, was taken ill with a pain in her 
head, 
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head, and other ſymptoms of a Fever, 
in the beginning of July or Auguſt 1764, 
ſhe was bled, bliſtered, and uſed other 
means for relief until at laſt the Fever 
became an Irregular Intermittent, and 
continued upon her to September ; * 
when ſhe ſwelled ſuddenly in her ab- 
domen, and legs. Theſe ſwellings af 
terwards ſettled in the legs, and thighs 
only, which were ſwoln to a very con- 
ſiderable degree when I firſt ſaw her 
October the nineteenth. The Inter- 
mitting Fever had not yet left her, but 
continued in an irregular manner: In 
this ſtate of things I ordered a bolus 
containing five grains of calomel; and 
ten of rhubarb to be taken at night go- 
ing to reſt; and that the powder No. 16, 
with the addition of one grain of calo- 
mel, to every doſe, . ſhould be taken 
upon the day following the operation 
of the bolus, and continued: Led 


November the FA 43 | the anaſar- 


cous {wellings being very near gone, 
M the 
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the intermiſſions of the Fever being 
diſtinct, and the fits flight, I ordered a 
repetition of the bolus, and that after- 
'wards half a drachm of the pulvis febri- 
fugus No. 1, ſhould be given three 
times a day. November the ſeventeenth 
all the ſymptoms of Ague and Dropſy 
were entirely removed, and ſhe had 
no relapſe. 


CASE R. 


A lady, who had for many years been 
ſubject to hydropic complaints, was 
viſibly anaſarcous from head to foot, 
and had water in her abdomen (which 
might not only be felt, but heard, upon 
preſſure, in the ſame manner as the 
daſhing of water may be perceived 
upon ſhaking a caſk in which it is con- 
tained) came under my care, and was 
treated in nearly the ſame manner as 
the preceding, excepting the pulvis fe- 
brifugus. The ſame happy conſe- 

quences 
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quences likewiſe attended this caſe; 
the hydropic ſymptoms having been all 
removed n of two n 


Is the inſtances N N 
the operation of calomel was chiefly as 
a diuretic, And yet by the concealed 
itch being thrown out upon Elizabeth 
Langford, caſe the third, and Mary 
Clarke, caſe the ſixth, one ſhould ſup- 
poſe that in thoſe caſes at leaſt it had a 
tendency to the pores of the ſkin, as 
well as to the urinary paſſages. But I 
ſhall not here enter into a diſſertation 
upon the operation of calomel, as I 
propoſe making ſome general remarks 
upon it after I have finiſhed my hiſtory 
of its effects. I cannot however quit 


this ſubject before I have admoniſhed 


the unexperienced not to look upon 
calomel as a ſpecific in Dropſies, not- 
withſtanding the great ſucceſs that at- 
tended it in the cafes now recited, and 
in others that might be mentioned ; 

= M 2 ſince 
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ſince it will ſometimes fail, whilſt other 
medicines will ſucceed. Butin general, 
as ſuch ſmall doſes are attended with 
ſuch very beneficial effects, it is ſurely 
not only ſafe, but commendable to 
give it a trial in all hydropic caſes, pro- 
vided it be adminiſtered in a prudent 
and proper manner. | 


_- 
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SECTION m. 


Of the Uk of Bath Water m bg. 


920 order to promote an evacuation of 
the urine in hydropic caſes, I know 
not a more friendly aſſiſtant to calomel 
than our Bath waters, which are well 
known to correct the bile, and ſtrength- 
en the habit, at the ſame time that they AN 
prove remarkably diuretic. "42 


Jones, one of the firſt writers upon 
the uſe of the Bath waters, in the year 
1572, places dropſies in his liſt of diſ- 
eaſes cured by them.* And the ſhort, 

plain 


® This obſervation is confirmed by Oliver os 
Bath Water, page 92: But he recommends 
bathing at the ſame time, as do allo Guidot, Picren, 
and other writers. 
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plain rules he lays down for drinking 
the waters in general are ſo well adapt- 
ed to promote their diuretic quality, 
that I cannot but ſuppoſe he had this 
particular diſeaſe 1 in view. His rules 
are theſe. 


Firſt, About an hour after ſun- 
riſing drink the water out of the ſpring; 
the body being firſt well purged, and 
digeſtian fulfilled. 


Secondly. So much water as ſhall 
not be grieyous to the ſtomach may be 
drank. 9 | 


Thirdly. After drinking the water 
the party muſt wAlk gently a few paces 
in a temperate air.“ 


Guidot, 


* Jones's Bathe of Bathe's Ayde, page 28. 
— The patient being directed to walk gently in a 
temperate air ſhews that the waters were intended 


to paſs by urine. For if ſtronger exerciſe was 
uſed, or the patient walked in a warm air, the 
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Guidot, who in the year 1676 re. 
vived drinking the Bath waters after 
they had fallen into diſcredit, and 
almoſt total diſuſe, occaſioned by an 
irregular, unſeaſonable, and unadviſed 
uſe of them, recommends them in the 
dropſy.* And Pierce, who in 1697 
publiſhed his obſervations made in 
three and forty years practice at Bath, 
mentions ſeven or eight, and ſays he 
could have added many more caſes 
where the Bath waters were of great 
ſervice in very obſtinate dropſies. 
Some of theſe are ſo very extraordinary, 
that I ſhould not do juſtice to the waters 


if I neglected siving a ſhort account 
of them. 


Obſervation iſt. A Wine 3 
was ſwoln from head to foot by an ex- 
| | n 


water might paſs off by the pores of the ſkin. And 
if the air was cold they 2 then be evacuated 
by ſtool. 


* Guidot de Thermis Britannicis, page 286. 
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quiſite aſcites and anaſarca, and, as is 
not unuſual in that diſeaſe, was exceſſive 
thirſty, the more he drank the more he 
craved for drink, and the leſs he diſ- 
charged by urine. After preſcribing a 
purge or two of jalap the doctor put him 
upon the waters to quench his exorbi- 
tant thirſt, which the Bath water in- 
fallibly does in all caſes beyond any 
other liquor. In ten days he apparently 
got ground, by loſing girt, and thus 
repeating, once a week, his former 
purge, in about ſix or ſeven weeks time 
he was reduced to his priſtine ſhape. 

After which ſome ſtrengthening bitters 
being given he was diſmiſſed perfectly 
cured. He continued well a year at 
leaſt (the Dr. thinks two or three) when 
returning to his old courſes the Dropſy 
returned; and his apothecary by the 
ſame, means recovered him a ſecond, 
and third, if not a fourth time; and 
laſtly he died of an inward hs rl 
tion. 


Obſ. 
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Obl. * 
in Eſſex, aged more than ſorty, 
ſcorbutical, hydropical, ind afthmati- 
cal, and prodigiouſty fwoln from head 
to foot. Upon the road he conſulted 
four phyſicians, who all diſſuaded him 
from coming forward; one telling him 
that the bath would kill him, being per- 
nicious in a Dropfy, and not beneficial 
in the afthnia. And Doctor Pierce him- 
felf had no expectation but that he 
would dre at Bath. However; after 
vomiting #nd purging; he was put upon 
drinking the waters, which paſſed 
ſooner, and better than cotild reafona- 
bly have been expected, confideting 
he could uſe little or no exercife with 
them, by reaſon of the ſhortneſs of his 
breath; and the weakneſs and bigneſs 
of his limbs, and belly. 


Mr: Comin ot Chelinsford 
Was 


Beyond expectation he mw gan 
daily of all his ſymptoms. His appe- 
tite increaſed upon bathing (which 
ufually leſſens it for the preſent) he 

| N therefore 
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therefore interpoſed that with drinking 
the waters; and was by both maniteſtly 
relieved; ſo that in ſix weeks, or two 
months time, he went back recovered 
to a miracle. He came a ſeaſon or two 
afterwards, but rather to confirm what 
he had got than upon any new occaſion. 


Obſ. 3d. A grocer at Taunton, aged 
forty-ſix, came to Bath with his legs, 
and thighs greatly ſwoln, and ſo weak 
as hardly able to ſupport himſelf: he 
had large red, and livid ſpots in both, 

made very little water, and that highly 
tinctured with bile as in a jaundice. 
His countenance, and whites of his 
eyes ſhared in the ſame diſcolour, and 


under all this horribly deſponding and 
melancholy. 


In theſe circumſtances the doctor 
ſcrupled at his bathing, fearing his li- 
ver was not ſound, in which caſe the 
uſe of the bath is not ſo juſtifiable a re- 
medy. As to * the waters, 

which 
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which the doctor ee preſſed, 

he had been too much uſed to ale, 

cyder, wine, and ſpirits to be eaſily 
perſuaded to ſo inſipid a liquor. How- 
ever, a week's deliberation upon bath- 
ing being obtained, he took purges, 
with other medicines, and the waters 
between whiles. 14141 


Theſe things changed his counte- 
nance, and the colour, and quantity 
of his water in ſome meaſure; and 
then, though ſooner than the doctor 
wiſhed, into the bath he went. And 
thus by medicines, and drinking, and 
bathing between whiles, he mended 

alſo the ſhape and colour of his legs, 
got ſtrength in them, and returned at 
five or ſix weeks end to his own home; 
very much advantaged in all reſpects. 
And ſome years after the doctor re- 
ceived thanks from him. 2112 


Obl. 4th. An inn-keeper, aged ſixty, 
beſides the ſymptams mentioned in the 
Ns. laſt 
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laſt obſervation, brought with him to 
Bath in the month of May a violent 
cough, and his lower limbs were more 
enervated, inſomuch that he could not 
Rand upright, much leſs go at all. He 
took medicines, . bathed, and drank the 
waters, and in five or fix weeks re- 
turned home able to go about his buſi- 
neſs. He came again in September fol- 
lowing; the better to ſecure his re- 
covery before the approach of winter, 
which he paſſed, not only without re- 
lapſe, but even then got more- ground 
af all his ſymptoms ; whereas formerly 
they uſually Increaſed, and were more 
alflictive ta him at that ſeaſon. 


The remaining obſervations I ſhall 
pals over, though well deſerving at- 
' tention, leaſt I may be thought too te- 
dious, and ſhall only remark, that of 
the four remaining patients three of 
them were upwards of fifty years of 
age, Theſe caſes, ſo particularly re- 
lated by an ald expegienced phyſician 

5 at 
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at the latter end of his life, muſt give 
us an high opinion of the excellency of 
theſe waters. But what more eſpeci- 
ally has confirmed me concerning their 

efficacy in Propſies, and bilious diſor- 
ders is my own experience. | 


Before I öde at Bath I was much 
troubled with bilious complaints, and 
was twice within the ſeven years T 
practiced at Glouceſter obliged to 
come to Bath on account of two very 

abſtinate attacks from a jaundice. The 
waters were each time of great ſervice, 
and relieved me for the time, but their 
effects were not permanent. 


To tarry off the cecumplaterd bile, I 
occaſionally, when at Glouceſter, had 
recourſe to {mall doſes of calomel, 
and uſed ſuch other medicines as the 
nature of my caſe ſeemed to require, 
but I was ſeldom free from the follow- 
ing ſymptoms.---A pain in the ſtomach, 
ran uncertain appetite; —irregularit); 

with 


Pd 
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with regard to ſtools, being troubled 
either with a coſtiveneſs, or a purging, 
and the ſtools, either deficient in the 
biliary tinge, or too highly ſaturated 
with 1t;---flatulency,---flying pains in 
various parts, - diſturbed ſleep, and 
reſtleſs nights, -a dull obtuſe pain 
almoſt always in the right ſide, a yel- 
lowneſs frequently appearing in my 
face, and eyes, - breath very ſhort upon 
walking, or uſing any exerciſe, - and 
at the time I came to Bath a general 
leucophlegmacy, or anaſarca was evi- 
dent from the tightneſs of the wriſts 
and collars of my ſhirts, which became 
too large after I had drank the Bath 
waters for ſome time ; notwithſtanding 
1 became in general more robuſt. 


Three grains of calomel with five of 
rhubarb was my common doſe for 
cleanſing the firſt paſſages, which it 
always effected without any other af. 
ſiſtant. As a diuretic, corrector of the 
bile, nd corroborant I depended upon 
8 a the 
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the Bath water only, and have the ſa- 
tisfaction to find all my complaints goue> 


When at any time a pain in my ſto- 
mach, or coſtiveneſs happened to re- 
turn, a glaſs. or two of the King's-bath 
water certainly removed it: and yet 1 
was once cured of a very obſtinate di- 
arrhœa by drinking the ſame bath wa- 
ter. But to effect theſe different pur- 
poſes the water muſt be drank in dif- 
ferent quantities. 
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SECTION IW. 


3 


RGES have been recommended 
in Dropfies by the beſt authorities: 
are are particularly adviſed to take 
care that they be ſufficiently ſtrong, to 
remove the cauſe with expedition, and 
often enough repeated to prevent a re- 
lapſe. This is not only the advice of 
— ancients, but the practice is alſo en- 
couraged by the opinions of Sydenham; 
and Boerhaave amongſt the moderns. 


When water is contained in the ca- 
vity of the inteſtines alone, and the pa- 
tient young, and ſtrong, a copious and 
quick diſcharge by ſtool has been pro- 
moted with advantage. Thus we are 
e told 
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told by Vanſweiten in his comment to 
Boerhaave's aphoriſm 1247, that he 
gave a no leſs powerful cathartic at a 
doſe than two ounces of jalap, and four 
grains of turbith mineral. Two doſes 
only of this medicine were given, and 
operated ſo effectually that an anaſarca 
and aſcites totally ſubſided, and the 
patient was perfectly recovered. But 
then the Baron adds that the patient 
was ſtrong, never ill before, and did 
not exceed the thirtieth year of his age. 


The following remarkable caſe hap- 
pened within my knowledge, where a 
Dropſy was removed by a purgative 
medicine only. But at the ſame time 
I think it neceſſary to obſerve that the 
two next ſhew us that confiderable cau- 
tion 1s required whenever we make a 
liberal uſe of cathartics in dropſical 
caſes, | 


1 CASE 
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CASE. 1. 


Thomas Jones of Glouceſter, na- 
turally a ſtrong bony man, forty-five 
years. of age, had a Droply by metaſ- 
taſis, in the following manner. 


September the -fifteenth 1763, hav- 
ing been ill three weeks with a pain in 
his bowels, and ſome times a purging, 
he was admitted a patient in the Glou- 
ceſter infirmary. Lubricating, narco- 
tic, abſorbent, and aromatic medicines 
with rhubarb were occaſionally uſed, 
and the patient was diſcharged cured 
November the third. This cure how- 
ever proved but temporary. For he 
returned to the hoſpital, with the ſame 
complaint, upon the twenty-ninth of 

the December following. | 


The ſame medicines which ſeemed 
to have given relief before, together 
with the warm bath, proved now 1n- 
effectual. 
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effectual. January the twenty- fourth 
1764, blood was obſerved to come 
away by ſtool. This laſt complaint, 
added to the others continued toMay the 
twenty-fourth, when the patient being 
conſiderably emaciated, and in no re- 
ſpect mended in his health, was diſ- 
charged no better. 


After he had quitted the houſe ſome 
months I was ſurprized to meet him 
walking Glouceſter ſtreets in apparent 
good health. And upon enquiry found, 
that ſome time after his diſcharge his 
former complaints left him, and as thoſe 
went off gradually he perceived a 
Dropſy advance, until at laſt his whole 
body was ſwoln from head to foot. 
Being in this ſituation, a neighbour ad- 
viſed him to take ſome jalap, which at- 
ter two or three doſes entirely removed 
his Dropſy. 


. The pain in this perſons abdomen 
was general, but chiefly about the criſt 
O 2 of 


108 | ESSAY UPON 


of the os ilium, where a tumor was of/ 


ten, but now always to be felt, much 


about the ſigmoid flexure of the colon, 


which I took to be a part of that inteſ- 


tine inflated. He often voided large 
quantities of blood by ſtool, without 
any other fœces, and at other times had 


ſtools without any blood attending 


them. Whether this blood was diſ- 
charged from a cyſt, or from the arte- 
ries as in a dyſentery, we may eaſily 
account for the acceſs of a Dropſy, 
from the impoveriſhed ſtate of the 
blood, after ſo much of it had paſſed off 
by the flux. | 


Thus Dropſies often follow too fre- 
quent veneſections, uterine hæmorr- 
hages, &c. But how a Dropſy ariſing 
from a debility proceeding from an im- 
poveriſhed ſtate of the blood ſhould be 
cured by jalap alone, without the aſſiſ- 
tance of corroborants, ſeems ſomewhat 
difficult to determine. This is the only 
caſe I ever knew cured of a Dropſy by 

4 
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a purgative medicine only. And in 
my own practice I have never attempted 
it ſince the fatal event which attended 
the following patient, Who was admit- 
ted at the Glouceſter infirmary upon 
the ſame day that Jones made his firſt 
appearance there. 


CASE II. 


Rachael Champion; aged fifty-four, 
ill fix weeks with an aſcites, was ad- 
mitted September the fifteenth 1763. 


As a difficulty of breathing attended 
the aſcites, I ordered her the aſthmatic 
mixture, After ſome days trial of this 
medicine, the patient being languid, 
and little urine made, I directed the 
ſaline mixture with the addition of a 
ſcruple of diuretic ſalt, and the ſame 
quantity of cordial confection to every 
doſe. This laſt medicine occaſioning 
uneaſineſs in the inteſtines the fallow- 


ing 


„ 
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ing was directed, viz, Lac ammonia- 
cum, and aſthmatic mixture of each 
two ounces, ſyrup of orange peel an 
ounce. To be taken three large ſpoons- 
ful might and morning. 


Gaining but little ground with theſe 
medicines, I directed a doſe of the ſa- 
line mixture with a ſcruple of cordial 
confection, and a drachm of oxymel of 
ſquills to be taken night and morning. 
This medicine was afterwards given 
three times in a day, but then it purged 
too violently; wherefore I increaſed 
the quantity of the cordial confection, 
and diminiſhed that of the oxymel of 
ſquills to half a drachm of each. 


From the time ſhe began upon the 
ſquill medicines the tumor of her ab- 
domen ſubſided gradually, and her 
breath became more eaſy until October 
the ſecond, when going to ſtool ſhe 
died ſuddenly in the neceſſary, having 
declared about a quarter of an hour 

before 
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before her death, that ſhe was then as 


well, and as eaſy as ever ſhe y was in . 
her life. 


The unexpected death of this patient 
appears to have been occaſioned by too 
ſudden an evacuation of water by ſtool. 
And yet the quantity of cordial con- 
tection having been increaſed, and that 
of the ſquills diminiſhed, ſome days 
before her departure, one could not 
have had any ſuſpicion of ſuch an 
event. | 


CASE III. 


A gentleman of my acquaintance, 
3 of fifty, who had an aſcites, 
died, exactly in the ſame manner as 
this woman, under the operation of a 
common purge, which had been order- 
ed by his phyſician. Should not ſuch 
inſtances as theſe make us cautious in 
the uſe of ſtrong purges, and incline us 

rather 
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rather to give ſuch as act more mode- 
rately, and at the fame time have a 
tendency to promote the urinary diſ- 
charge; eſpecially as Sydenham, “ who 
had great confidence in ſtrong purges, 
had recourſe to diuretics for perſons of 
weak conſtitutions; and confeſſes that 
* by the uſe of theſe alone he had feen 
* deſperate dropfical caſes cured in 
* thoſe perſons whoſe weak habits 
* would not bear purges.” 


Fractat de hydrope, p. 629. 
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8s ECTION v. 


Of Tapping, Scarifications, Setons, <a 
ſuues, and Bliſters in u e : 


HE ime objection chat is made 

againſt evacuating the water of 
Dropſies ſuddenly by the uſe of ſtrong 
hydragogue purges, namely the faint- 
ing, or death that ſometimes enſue, 
holds equally good againſt tapping: 
but when this operation is performed; 
the inconveniences above mentioned 
are generally guarded againſt by the 
application of rollers; or bandages,' to 
the abdomen; by which the inteſtines 
being kept cloſely preſſed upon the 
targe blood veſlels, theſe laſt cannot di- 
late, as they would otherwiſe do, upon 
the Preſſure of the water being taken off. 


P And 


And in caſe of ſuch a dilatation the 
blood being received into thoſe yield- 
ing arteries, in larger quantities than 
uſual, would deſert the head, and oc- 
caſion faintings, and death, of which 
ſeveral. inſtances happened before this 
neceſlary caution was obſerved. 


A fatal event may alſo happen by the 
ſame means in conſequence of ſcarifi- 
cations, of which I remember an in- 
ſtance that happened whillt I attended 
St. Thomas's hoſpital. A ſtrong robuſt 
man, labouring under an anaſarca to a 
very great degree, was, within a few 
days after his admiſſion, ſcarified upon 
his ancles. The water was evacuated 
plentifully, and the tumified body ſub- 
ſided to admiration ; but he died within 


two days after the en was per- 
formed. 


Setons, iſſues, and bliſters, as they 
evacuate the water more {lowly are not 
ſo liable to the above objections: there 


are 
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are however inconveniencies attending 
the uſe of theſe ſufficient to- make us 
wiſh to avoid them. The ancients had 
a great opinion of theſe topical reme- 
dies, and the Egyptians were particu- 
larly fond of ſcarifications in order to a 
radical cure. Proſper Alpinus how- 
ever complains, that many who were 
entirely cured of immenſe dropfical 
ſwellings by ſcarifications, yet died by 
mortifications of the legs and feet cauſed 
by the inciſions.“ At preſent I believe 
they are generally uſed as auxiliaries, 
rather than principals in the cure of a 
Dropſy. And when any of theſe ex- 
ternal drains have been found of tem- 
porary, or laſting ſervice, I very much 
doubt whether the diſorder might not 
have received as effectual, and radical a 
cure by internal means without their 
aſſiſtance. 


P 2 AN 


P Proſper Alpinus de medicina /Egyptiorum 
lib. iii. p. 221. oo 
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Diſeaſes of the LIVER. 


SE CT: HON 
of Indurations of the Liver. 
W HAT a difficult taſk it has always 


been imagined to remove In- 
durations of the Liver, may be col-- 
lected from various authors, whoſe 
opinions are in general delivered to- 
gether in the following manner by 
Vanſweiten, in his ingenious comment 
upon Boerhaave's aphoriſm 30. 


« All 
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All practical phyſicians well know 
* how rare it is to make a cure of a 
_ © Dropſy whoſe cauſe is a diſorder of 
the abdominal viſcera, more eſpeci- 
ally of the Liver. For although by 
tapping, or any other evacuation, the 
** waters may be diſcharged from the 
* abdomen; yet the productive cauſe 
e ſtill remaining, often inflexible to 
** all remedies, will procure a return of 
* the Dropſy, and that frequently in a 
LY Very ſhort time 5 


6c 
66 


6c 


In this dangerous ſtate, nothing that 
I have ever experienced acts ſo ſpeedy, 
and effectual uponIndurations of the Li- 
ver as calomel. What is called an A gue- 
cake was totally removed in the caſe of 
Stratford before mentioned page 68, 
and in ſeveral others who have come 
under my care with IntermittingFevers, 
and Dropſies. And I had the pleaſure 
to obſerve its remarkable effects in the 
two following caſes, where the tumor, 
and of the Liver was the 
| principal 
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principal object, unattended by a 
 Droply. | | 


/ 


CASE L 


William Maſon of Hartpury, : aged 
thirty-three, was admitted a patient: at 
the Glouceſter Infirmary June the fif- 
teenth, 1769, He had been ill ſome 
conſiderable time with a tumor in the 
region of the Liver; and a fiſtulous 
ulcer ſhewed itſelf in his right fide, 
about a week before his admiſſion. 
When admitted he looked pale, was 
very much emaciated, had a cough, 
attended with night ſweats, and in all 
appearance was getting hectic very faſt. 


Whilſt Mr. Cheſton, one of the ſur- 
geons to the hoſpital, with his uſual 
{kill and addreſs, took care of the ulcer, 
TI endeavoured to reſtrain the night 
ſweats, and at the ſame time moderate 
the cough, by giving him equal parts of 

lohoc 
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lohoc No: 12, and elect. peruv. No. 3s 
of which he was to take often. 


He went on taking this medicine only 
/ to July the tenth, when having gained 
ſome ſtrength, I ventured to give him 
five grains of calomel, which were 
purged off the next morning with the 
hauſtus ſolutivus No. 8. Theſe medi- 
cines agreeing very well, I repeated 
them July the fifteenth, and July the 
eighteenth gave a general direction for 
them once every week. 


By obſerving theſe directions, and 
continuing the medicine firſt ordered 
throughout the whole time, he loſt his 
ſweats, and cough, and the wound 
being heal'd, his ſtrength return'd 
together with his fleſh, and he was 
diſcharged cured Auguſt the ſeven- 
teenth. 


6 


CASE. 
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CAS E II. 


John Janies of Lidney, aged fifty, 
ill eight weeks with a pain in his fide; 
was admitted a patient at the roms 
infirmary June the firſt, 1769. 
looked pale and cachectic, with a yet 
low. tinge upon the ſkin, and had a bad 
appetite, and pain in'the ide. 


Having taken a purge of the bauſtus 
ſolutivus the day after his admiſſion; 
he began upon the ſaline mixture No. 
17. After he was ſettled in the hoſpi- 
tal I examined the abdomen by the 
touch, and found that the-Liver was 
prominent, and hard, upon which I 
ordered him to continue the ſaline mix- 
ture, and to take five grains of calomel, 


and a ſcruple of rhubarb at night twice 
a week. 


The rhubarb not opening Y body 
ſufficiently, I directed the calomel at 


Q night, 
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night, and the hauſtus ſolutivus the 
next morning. To be repeated twice 
a week, as with the rhubarb. 


In this method he continued to July 

the eighth, when the tumor being en- 
tirely ſubſided, his complexion become 
more florid, the yellowneſs gone, and 
his appetite and ſtrength reſtored, he 
was diſcharged cured. As the caſe ap- 
peared to be ſo dangerous, and the 
cure effected ſooner than could have 
been expected, I would willingly have 
continued this patient in the houſe ano- 
ther week, but he finding himſelf per- 
fectly well and able to work deſired to 
80 bam to his family. 


5 © who practiſed phyſic at Ba- 
tavia in 1629, mentions an inflammation 
of the Liver, and conſequent Indura- 
tion, as one of the moſt frequent diſ- 
eaſes not only at Batavia, but over the 
Eaſt-Indies in general. He recom- 
mends the cooling regimen, and dire&s 

his 
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his principal intention of cure to open- 
ing the body gently, and promoting 
urine. This he attempted by giving 
e _—_ caſſia, with nenen 

Doctor Lind con the remark: of 
Bontius, as to the frequency of this 
complaint in thoſe hot countries, and 
obſerves that it prevails more ee 
on the Coromandel coaſt “ 


As to the cure, he ſays that the Fe- 
ver being abated by bleeding, and a 
gentle purge, immediately recourſe 
mult be had to mercury, as a ſpecific in 
this diſeaſe, and that by calomel taken 
inwardly, and the mercurial ointment 
applied outwardly, on or near the part, 
a gentle ſalivation of fifteen, or twenty 
days continuance muſt be raiſed. 


He alſo adds that he has given mer- 
curials with ſucceſs to a number of pa- 


Q $526 tiene 


* Lind's eſſay on diſeaſes of hot countries, p. 88. 


* . 
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tients who coming from the Eaſt-Indies 
ſuffered a return of the diſorder when 
in England, and that in three caſes 
where mercury was not adminiſtered, 

the Liver came to a ſuppuration, of 
which two of the patients died. 


Laſtly he concludes his encomiums 
upon the efficacy of mercury in Liver 
caſes in the following words. 


The uſe of mercury in ſuch caſes 
% may appear empirical; but by the 


_ « experience of all who have practiſed 


** phyſic in India, it has been approved 
* as a moſt ſafe and excellent method 
© of cure.”----Lind's eſſay, page 89.* 


S E C- 


* A remarkable teſtimony in confirmation of 
this aſſertion 1s juſt publiſhed by Mr. Crawford, 


| late ſurgeon to the Earl of Middleſex Eaſt-India- 


man. Upon his paſſage home twenty- eight of the 


ſhips crew had large ſwellings of the abdomen 
like a Dropſy, attended with ſuch a difficulty of 


refpiration as to approach near ſuſſocation, and 
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Ee e ht, 
Of the Uſe of Bath Water in Diſeaſes 
o the Liver. | 


HE known efficacy of Bath waters 

in Liver caſes, atteſted by phyſi- 
cians who formerly practiſed at Bath, 
and at all times evident to perſons re- 


ſiding 


other dangerous ſymptoms. Three of the men 
died, and a neceſſary diſſection being made of one. 
of them it appeared that the diſorder, _ hitherto. 
unknown to Mr. Crawford, was a monſtrous en- 
largement of the Liver. Very fortunately he 
gave ſmall doſes of calomel to the ſurvivors, and 
upon their arrival at Erith, from being unable to 
move from one fituation to another, and many of 
them labouring for breath in a terrible manner, 
they were all, except two, able to walk out of 
the ſhip, moſt of them recovered of their diſorder; 
as were the others alſo, upon admiſſion 1 into the 
London hoſpitals, 
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ſiding here, rendered it as I thought 


unneceſſary to add any thing more to 
what I have already obſerved upon 


their uſe in ſuch caſes. But having 
found them ſpoken of ſlightingly by 
ſome phyſicians who live at a diſtance, 
and the benefits received at Bath attri- 
buted to medicines, and the amuſe- 


ments of the place, rather than to any 
peculiar virtue in the waters, I think it 


a duty incumbent upon me to add, 
1 farther upon this fubject. 


Jones, who is the oldeſt writer upon 
Bath water, that I have at preſent an 
opportunity of confulting, appears to 
have been acquainted with their uſe in 
Liver caſes. He mentions bathing, and 
drinking, and ſets down hardneſs and 
coldneſs of the Liver as one of the diſ- 
eaſes where the Bath waters are eſpeci- 


ally uſeful.* 
Jorden, 


48 Jones's Bath's ayde, p. 6. 
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Jorden, who wrote when drinking 
the waters was out of faſhion, fays, that 
bathing in them does molly, and 1 
cuſs hard tumors. WM: 


_ Guidot, by * influence Fg in- 
ternal uſe of Bath waters was revived, 
recommends drinking them, as being 
of great ſervice in diſorders of the ſto- 
mach, Liver, and ſpleen.“ 


Doctor Pierce, after forty; years ex- 
perience of the waters, informs us, that 
ſcirrhous, tumors of the abdomen have 
been relieved by drinking theſe waters, 
bathing being lometimes e 1 


Oliver ſays, Bath water GR al 
the juices in the boay more fluid, pro- 
| motes 


|| Jorden of the nature and uſes of Bath wa- 
ter, p. 138. 
* Guidottus de thermis britannicis, p. 28 2. 


+ Bath memoirs or obſervations i in forty-thres 
you practice, p. 324. 
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motes their circulations, and due ſecre- 
tions. Whence obſtructions of the viſ- 
cera, ſpleen; and Liver are removed. 
------He ſays alſo, that in the jaundice 
nothing 1s more proper than Bath water, 
whoſe cleanſing, opening; diſſolving, 
diuretic, and ſtrengthening qualities are 
admirably well ſuited to its cure, 
purging now and then the body 
gently. 


Even Doctor Lucas, who endea- 
vours to take from Bath waters moſt of 
the good qualities aſſigned to them by 
others, allows that acrimony, and re- 
dundance of bile are effectually reme- 
died by a diluting courſe of theſe ſu- 
bacid waters.“ 


After 


＋ Oliver's practical dillertation on Bath wa- 
ters, page 48. 
+ Ibid. P-. 94- 


Lucas on Bath water, ſect. 294. 
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Atſter ſo many teſtimonies of the uti- 
lity of theſe waters in diſorders of the 
Liver, publiſhed by phyſicians of emi- 
nence who practiſed upon the ſpot, it 
is very ſurprizing to find a gentleman, 
of acknowledged candor and ability in 
his profeſſion, expreſſing his e of 
them in the N terms. 


© The waters of Bath have ſome cre: 
dit of being ſerviceable in a jaundice: 
+ But it muſt be obſerved, that i&eric 
1 patients generally recover wherever 
* they are; and it may be doubted, 
* whether they recover the ſooner for 
* the uſe of theſe waters. However, 
* there can be no medical reaſon for 
** diſſuading any one in a ſimple jaundice 
from going to Bath; becauſe the wa- 
te ters are perfectly ſafe, and the proper 
% medicines may be taken there, as 
well as any where elſe; while the va- 
* cancy from care in ſuch public places, 
together with the change of air, and 
** water, and objects, may be of ſome 
« ule 
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* uſe to the general health, and thereby 
* facilitate the cure of this, as they 
* often do of many other chronical 
N diſorders.“ 


That the uſe of Bath waters in a jaun- 
dice is not a thing of that indifference 
the learned gentleman would inſinuate, 
is well known to all practitioners reſid- 
ing at the place, and I have twice very 
ſenſibly experienced, v1z. In the years 
1764, and 1767. The firſt time I came 
in the month of March with an obſti- 
nate jaundice, and left it at Bath. In 
1767 I came in Auguſt with the ſame 
complaint, but the waters heating me I 
went home, by the advice of that moſt 
eminent and ſucceſsful practitioner Dr. 
Moyſey, and returned in September; 
when, the weather being much colder, 
I drank the waters for ſix weeks, with- 
out any of the inconveniencies I before 
experienced, but on the contrary re- 

| ceived 


* Medical tranſaQtions, vol. 2d. p. 168. 
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ceived all the benefit that could be ex- 

pected from their uſe. The comforta- 
ble refreſhment that a perſon in a jaun- 
dice perceives upon drinking theſe wa- 
ters, and the ſpeedy alteration for the 
better, which he finds in his conſtitu- 
tion, where the waters agree, cannot 
fail to impreſs upon his mind an high 
opinion of their virtues in this com- 
plaint, and excite in him a grateful re- 
membrance of the benefits he has re- 
ceived from them. 1 


Whenever any conſiderable inflam- 
mation exiſts, in any part of the body, 
Bath waters will in general be found 
improper. Thus a patient, under a 
courle of theſe waters, indulging him- 
felf too freely in wine, high ſauces, vi- 
olent exerciſe, or ſuffering any conſi- 
derable degree of inflammation from a 
wound, the gout in any part of the 
body, or from the heat of the weather, 


will ſoon find the ill effects of W 
Bath water. 


R2 | . A 
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As the Bath waters are by their effects 
known to have a ſtimulating quality, it 
will be matter of great moment that they 


ſhould be uſed at ſuch ſeaſons of the 


year as are belt adapted to the nature of 


the patients complaints. Where the 
conſtitution is languid, and the blood 
creeps flowly through the torpid arte- 
ries, the heat of ſummer will not pre- 
vent, but rather promote the benefit to. 
be expected from the water; and, 
where more than ordinary care 1s uſed, 
the waters may be drank with ſafety 
and advantage during the ſeverity of 
winter. But reaſon ſuggeſts, and the 
experience of Doctor Pierce dictates to 
us, that the beſt ſeaſons for drinking. 
them are thoſe freeſt from the excefles 
of heat, or cold, viz. ſpring, and au- 
tumn, which were the ſeaſons uſed be- 
fore Doctor Pierce's time, until altered 
by the London phyſicians, who choſe 
to keep their patients in town during 
the cool weather, and fend them to. 
fweat at Bath, or cool themſelves at 

| Epſom, 
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Epſom, or Tunbridge during the 

ſummer.“ 
Though Doctor Pierce might have 
juſt reaſon to complain of phyſicians 
behaving in this unjuſt manner to their 
patients, from principles of intereſt, 
in the diſſolute reign of Charles the ſe- 
cond, when the nation, being ſuddenly 
removed from the greateſt diſtreſs and 
confuſion to a ſtate of ſecurity and li- 
centiouſneſs, had no fixt principles, 
yet it is to be hoped, that our bretheren 
of the faculty are at preſent actuated 
by more generous ſentiments; and 
therefore, when I meet with modern 
authors, who do not attribute to the 
Bath waters that degree of credit and 
reputation they juſtly deſerve, or en- 
deavour to detract from them what 
they have already gained, I cannot but 
look upon ſuch gentlemen as not hav- 
ing acquired a competent knowledge of 
them, 


* Pierce's Bath memoirs, p, 387. 


9 
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them, or that they are prejudiced againſt 
them, in conſequence of their being 


improperly uſed. 


By the moſt exact analyſis of the wa- 
ters that has hitherto been made, che- 
miſts have not been able to gain a ſuffi- 
cient knowledge of their contents, to 
account for their various operations, in 
conſequence of their component parts, 
taken ſeperately. If we ſearch for 
iron, in order to account for their in- 
vigorating quality, we ſhall find they 
contain but a very ſmall proportion of 
that mineral.“ When we endeavour 
to prove the good effects of Bath water 
in cutaneous foulneſſes of the ſkin as 
proceeding from the ſulphur to be met 
with in the water, it appears that even 

| ' the 


M No more than between a thirty-ſeventh and 
thirty-eighth part of one grain of iron ſuppoſed to 


be contained in one pint of the King's bath water. 


— Lucas on Bath water, lod. 171. 
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the exiſtence of it is diſputed.*- The 
exiſtence of ſalt in theſe waters is more 
eaſily proved, but of what nature, or 
of how many kinds this ſalt may be; 
has occaſioned much altercation and 


diſpute. 


Since then the 1mpregnation of our 
hot baths are ſo ſubtle as to baffle the 
inquiries of the moſt curious, f and 
their virtues depend not upon one, but 
all the materials of which they are com- 
poſed, blended together in an unimita- 
ble manner; we muſt neceſſarily have 
recourſe to experience of their effects 
for aſcertaining the propriety of their 
uſe. And here we find the following 
contrary qualities. They frequently 
ſtimulate, and heat the body by their 

| Internal, 


* Lucas, ſect. 1 32. 


+ Wynter of bathing i in i the hot baths of Bath, | 
page 79. 


＋ Oliver on Bath waters, p. 15. 
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internal, or external uſe: yet will of- 
ten allay thirſt better than any other li- 
quor.— By drinking and bathing they 
reſtore waſted paralytic limbs; yet by 
bathing imprudently they relax too 
much, and do harm in ſuch caſes.------ 
They reſtore a loſt appetite by a mode- 
nate uſe, but deſtroy it by being drank 
too long. They will purge one perſon, 
and prove aſtringent to another; and 
have different effects upon the ſame 
perſon at different times, or in propor- 
tion to the quantity drank.------They 
ſometimes prove diuretic, ſometimes 
- diaphoretic;----The different baths are 
alſo known to have various effects. 

Thus the water of the hot bath uſually 
opens the body, that of the King's bath 
proves aſtringent. But the effects of 
theſe in ſome particular conſtitutions 
are directly the contrary. 


From theſe various properties in the 
waters, we may perceive how neceſſary 
it 1s to have a conſtant, and watchful 

guard 
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guard over their operation, in order to 
prevent any ill conſequences that may 
ariſe from their imprudent uſe, either 
by drinking, or bathing. And we may 
alſo from hence ſee how eaſily a phyſi- 
clan may be deceived in his opinion of 
them, who forms his judgment upon 
accounts ſent him by his patients, 

whilſt drinking, or bathing in theſe 
waters at an hundred miles diſtance ; 
ſince they will of courſe omit mention- 
ing any imprudent ſteps they may have 
taken, and many circumſtances of theit 
caſes neceſlary to be mentioned: 
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SECTION III. 


Of 8 in te wh 


A Suppuration wal take place in n the 


Liver as well as in other parts of 
the body, but Boerhaave informs us 
that mild, or laudable matter will ſel- 
dom be found there, unleſs it be in 


: ſmall portions on its outer ſurface.* 


This 1s alſo confirmed by Bontius, who 


tells us that if the abceſs is formed in 


the parenchyma, or ſubſtance of the 
Liver, the diſorder 1s incurable, but 


that if it has its ſeat in the external part 


under the ſurrounding membrane 
(which very often happens) then it is a 
2 common 


* Hermanni Boerhaavii aphoriſmi, No. 933: 
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common practice to penetrate through 
the muſcles by a cautery, and that af- 
terwards making an inciſion with a 
ſcalpel into the cyſt a ſanious matter, 
like the waſhings of fleſh, flows out.“ 


Bontius, in another part of his works, 
gives us the tollowing remarkable in- 
ſtance of a fatal abceſs in the parenchy- 
ma. of the Liver. An Engliſh ſoldier 
| ſuffered an inflammation of the Liver, 
which terminated in an hepatic flux, a 
tumor in the hypochondrium, which 
before was very viſible, entirely va- 
niſhing. After languiſhing in this ſtate 
for near ſix months, and being emaci- 
ated to the greateſt degree, he died. 
His body being opened, in the place 
of a Liver only a ſac appeared, com- 
poſed of the outward membranes of the 
Liver, but greatly thickened; in which 
however was found ſome ſanious mat- 

8 2 ter 


* Jacobi Bontii methodus medendi | in indiis 
orientalibus, cap. 8. N + 
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ter, like the waſhings of fleſh, being of 
the ſame kind with what the patient 


had voided downwards for a long time 


before his death, which happened in 


1 the month of April 1629.0 


The opening of abceſſes after inflam- 


mations of the Liver, when they ad- 


hered to the peritonæum, and formed 
à tumor outwardly, is mentioned by 
Lind, in his eſſay on diſeaſes incidental 
to Europeans in hot countries. 


And Ruyſch gives us the caſe of a 
young ſtudent in ſurgery at Amſterdam 


whoſe Liver, after an inflammation, 


game to ſuppuration, and was opened 
externally by the lancet, a potential 
cautery: having been previouſly ap- 
plied, A large quantity of pus flowed 
out, and the wound being in a ſhort. 

time 


_ ® Jacobi Bontii obſervationes aliquot ſelectæ 


ex diſſectione cadaverum deſumpiæ, obl. 9.5 
* ar, P: 91. 
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time cleanſed, and healed, à fever, 
and difficulty of reſpiration, which had 
attended the patient, leſt him. Ruyſch 


ſays this is a rare caſe, but not un- 
hear d of, 


This account I have taken from Man- 
getus's bibliotheca medico prattica.® 
But as I can find no other inſtance ſimi- 
lar to it, neither in that large collection 
of caſes, nor in Bonetus, Morgagnus, 
nor any other practical author within 
my knowledge, I hope it will not be 
thought improper for me to offer one 
that fell under my own inſpection. 


William Fowler of Stroud, aged 
thirty, was admitted a patient at the 
Glouceſter infirmary October the thir- 
teenth 1763. About the latter end of 
July preceding, he was ſeized with a 
very acute pain in the Tight fide, at- 
tended with frequent rigors, and a Fe- 

een 


F Tom. 2d. lib. 8, p. 78g. 


142 Ess ANY upon 


ver. Theſe complaints having conti- 


nued for three weeks, he began to void 


blood mixed with pus in large quan- 


ties, having as many as ten ſtools every 


twenty-four hours. The blood and 
pus continued to be diſcharged daily, 
and in large quantities to the time of 
his admiſſion at the hoſpital. The Fe- 
ver alſo continued, he appeared hectic, 
and' was much emaciated. 


From the appearance of the excre- 
ments, and pain in the bowels, this 
diſorder was deemed a dyſentery, and 


as ſuch treated with emollients, abſor- 


bents, and anodynes, both by the 
mouth, and by glyſters, but to no pur- 
pole, the complaint continuing as vio- 
lent as ever, notwithſtanding all the 
means uſed to ſubdue it. Some time 
after his admiſſion, upon a more cloſe 


examination, made jointly with Mr. 


Cheſton the attending ſurgeon, it ap- 
peared that he had a tumor in the region 
of the Liver. In this tumor he had 

felt 
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felt pain, but not ſo early as in the part 
above-mentioned. What ſtate it had 
been in I know not; but when I firſt 
examined it with Mr. Cheſton it was 
neither hard, nor prominent, where- 
fore 1t was then determined that no 
operation could take place, but that 
the whole muſt be left to medicine. 


A diſcovery of this tumor being 
made, I had no doubt but that his true 
diſorder was an abceſs of the Liver, 
which, having broke inwardly, was 
the occaſion of the purulent matter 
ſeen in the excrements. In this ſtate of 
things, with ſmall hopes of ſucceſs, I 
put him upon a ſoft nouriſhing diet, 
and gave him ſome balſamic emollient 
medicines, examining from time to 
time whether the tumor in any patt ap- 
peared pointed, ſo as to afford any 
proſpect of its being evacuated out- 
wardly by art. After waiting ſome 
time, the tumor was obſerved to be 
pointed, in the very part where the 

pain 
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2 n was firſt felt, viz. about three or 
r inches diſtant from the navel, and 
tather below it. The management of 
the tumor being then committed to the 
care of Mr. Cheſton, I ſhould not do 
him juſtice was I to give an account of 
the operation in any other words than 
his own, as taken from an ingenious 
book publiſhed by him in 1766, en- 
titled pathological inquires and obſer- 
vations in ſurgery. 


« #Ag his pain appeared quite local, 
* I was willing to try the effects of a 
* beer poultice, which was therefore 
applied to his fide twice in a day; 
* but without any immediate relief to 
% his complaints : this method how- 
* ever was continued near a fortnight, 
* as the part ſeemed daily to __ 
e externally. 


* In a little time the integuments 
© which never were diſcoloured, and 
* before 


* Pathological inquiries, p. 23. 
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* before yielded to the preſſure, with 
* ſcarce any difference from their na- 
* tural ſtate, projected outwards as in 
© an aſcites, though with this differ- 
4 ence, that in the aſcites the abdomen 
is uniformly diſtended, while here 
the tumor; entirely local, occupied 
** the right hypogaltrium only. An in- 
** diſtinct fluctuation might likewiſe be 
perceived within the {ſwelling by a 
careful examination, which in a few 
* days becoming more ſenſible, I re- 
* ſolved to open it. During all - this 
© time his purging continued, and mat- 
te ter was diſcharged by ſtool, as be- 
fore the tumor appeared. | 


i therefore plunged a very large 
* ſized trocar into the depending part, 
which ſeemed moſt favourable for 
continuing a diſcharge, and upon 
* drawing out the perforating inſtru- 
ment, there iſſued through the canula 
* a very fœtid and offenſive matter, at 
*« firſt. thin and ſanious, but which, as 

T * the 
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* the diſcharge continued, grew thick- 
© er, till at laſt it was ſo viſcid and 
e gelatinous that it paſſed with the 
te greateſt difficulty. Upon weighing 
**1t afterwards it amounted to five 
pounds troy weight. During this diſ- 
* charge we kept a conſtant preſſure 
* upon the abdomen, as our patient 
grew fainty, and his heart beat with 
* an encreaſed velocity, in proportion 
© as the matter was evacuated. The 
* abdomen being quite ſunk, and the 
matter to appearance all diſcharged, 
„ paſſed a roller round the abdomen, 
* and leaving the canula in with its ori- 
* fice ſtopped, he was then put to bed, 
" 2 in a little time he recovered 
“His ſpirits, and ſeemed cheerful. 


* Within an hour after the operation, 
ehe voided a chamber pot full of urine 
* at one time, a larger quantity, as he 
* thought, than all the urine he had 
M diſcharged for a fortnight before. 

. "6" TVS 
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« The ſucceeding night he paſſed eaſy, 
* with a natural comforting ſleep. 


On the morrow the ſame kind of 
matter was evacuated through the 
* canula to the amount of fourteen 
* ounces. His ſtools, which before 
the operation were ſo troubleſome 
* both in quantity and quality, now 
** were natural, and diſcharged not of- 
** tener than once in twenty-four hours. 
As the matter had thus ſo free an exit, 
J ſuffered the canula to remain in 
three or four days, and then ſupply- 
ing its place with a ſpunge tent dilated 
the orifice in the abdomen ſo much 
as appeared neceſſary. A free diſ- 
charge was continued by this means; 
** ſo that in a fortnight from the opera- 
* tion it amounted, upon the loweſt 
* computation, to ſeven pounds more, 
upon the whole twelve pounds.” 


After the operation the diarrhcea pre- 
ſently ceaſed, and his ſtools became 
T 2 natural, 
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natural,*. His night ſweats alſo left 
him, his appetite increaſed, and with 
it his fleſh, ſo that in the ſpace of eight 
weeks from the operation being per- 
formed, (without taking any other me- 
dicine than a purge now and then when 
the flux of matter from the ſide began 
to abate) having regained his ſtrength, 
and a good ſtate of health, he was diſ- 
charged cured February the ninth 1764. 


Some objections may be made to this 
being an hepatic abceſs. The part moſt 
affected, and where the pain was firſt 
felt, being even below the navel makes 
it probable that the ſeat of the com- 
plaint was rather in the inteſtines, than 
in the Liver, but the event of the caſe 


inclines 


he regular diſcharge by urine and ſtool, 
being reſtored ſo ſoon after the operation, ſhews 
what an effect the preſſure of the abceſs had 
upon the natural functions. To cheſe may like- 
wiſe be added the encreaſed velocity of the heart I 


motion, as above mentioned by Mr. Cheſton. 
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inclines one to think otherwiſe. For 
though the place pierced by the trocar 
was indeed below the navel, yet when, 
by the matter being evacuated, the 
parts were ſuffered to contract, it then 
appeared parallel to it. 


*Mortgagni gives us the hiſtory of a 
woman under his care who died of a 
Jaundice at forty years of age, the right 
lobe of whoſe Liver appeared extended 
below the fundus of the ſtomach after 
death, and whilſt living an hardneſs 
might be felt down the whole right ſide 
as far as the os ilium, and even below 
it, which part pained her when touch- 
ed. Other inſtances might alſo be given 
of Livers extending to the hypogaſtric 
region. It is not therefore to be won- 
dered at if the Liver in Fowler's cafe, 
affected in its large right lobe, and con- 


taining 


De Sedibus et cauſis morborum per anato- 
men indagatis.—Epiſtola 36. articulus 2. 
T Videloc. citat artic. 3. 
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taining ſuch a quantity of matter, 
ſhould deſcend ſo low as the part 
pierced by the trocar. 


No. jaundice appearing in his caſe 
may be thought another objection to 
the diſorder being in the Liver. In 
Mangetus} we meet with the caſe of a 
tradeſman who after an inflammation 
of the Liver at length fell into an alvine 


flux, and voided blood concreted. 


After languifhing ſix months he died, 
being emaciated to the greateſt degree 
immaginable. Upon opening the body, 
inſtead of the Liver, there appeared 


only a thick membranous bag in which 


was found bloody watery pus. Neither 
in this caſe, in that quoted from Bon- 
tius, nor in ſome others that might be 
mentioned, from authors who ſeem to 


have been ſufficiently careful, and exact 
in the enumeration of ſymptoms, any 


* 


jaundice 


7 Mangeti bibliotheca med. practic. tom. 2. 
Page 794 
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jaundice is taken notice of, notwith- 
ſtanding the livers were ſo greatly diſ- 
eaſed, that their parenchyma was en- 
tirely waſted, and in the fol 
inſtance of a Liver, which upon diſſec- 
tion appeared highly diſeaſed, it is 
. poſitively aſſerted, that no ene ap- 
peared. 


Doctor Simſon, in the firſt volume of 
the medical effays, the thirty-fourth 
article, has obſerved the Liver increaſ- 
ed atleaſt a third in its bulk, with A 
great collection of hydatical tumors in 
its moſt centrical part, in a patient who 
never had the leaſt appearance of the 
jaundice, tho labouring for many years 
under great pain, and ſickneſs from this 
bad ſtate of the Liver. From theſe 
inſtances we learn that a jaundice is not 
a neceſſary attendant upon a diſeaſed 
Liver, whether greatly enlarged, as in 
Dr. Simſon's caſe, or entirely waſted 
as in the other caſes I have mentioned. 


The 
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The blood and matter, diſcharged in 
great quantities from the inteſtines as in 
Fowler's caſe, may be more reaſonably 
ſuppoſed to come to them from the Li- 
ver through the biliary ducts, as it did in 
the caſe taken from Mangetus, and in 
that mentioned from Bontius; than from 
any other part, and a more convenient 
paſſage being opened for them they 
ceaſed to flow by their former courſe. 
But what tends farther to confirm the 
ſuppoſition that the Liver was the part 
affected 1s the obſervation of Mr. Cheſ- 
ton, that when he examined the parts 
after the operation with a long flexible; 
. and very. large headed probe, it would 
paſs in no other direction, but to the 
Liver.“ 


* Cheſton's pathological inquiries; page 26. 
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SECTION. L 


Of the Nature of the Epil. 


* Epilepſy is too well known to 
need any deſcription. It is very 
uncertain in its origin, and it is impoſ- 
ſible to mark out any one ſingle method 
of cure, that will hold good in a dif- 
order, which ariſes i a great variety 
of cauſes, eſſentially different from one 

U another. 
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another. I ſhall however mention 
ſome inſtances of ſucceſs, without 
ſtamping any mark of infallibility 
upon them. bz 


Whytt, as I before obſerved,“ places 
the Epilepſy, and Intermitting Fevers, 
in the ſame claſs of nervous diſorders. 
And Fuller, as I before mentioned,+ 
recommends to us, as almoſt a ſpecific 
in Epilepſies, the ſame medicine that I 
found moſt effectual in removing In- 
termitting Fevers. 


The ſimilitude between theſe two 
diſorders is farther illuſtrated by both 
of them, - ſometimes beginning in par- 
ticular parts, and being either confined 
to thoſe parts, or thence extending 
over the whole corporeal ſyſtem. We 
meet with ſome few inſtances of this 
in Intermitting. Fevers.} And in the 
Epilepſy they are ſo common, that no 
| practitioner 


* Page 26. f Page 29. J. Page 26. 
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practitioner will require farther proof, 
than what his own obſervation muſt 


have afforded.” 


SECTOR IE 


Of the Uſe of Ligatures in the Epilepſy. 


E are told, that when the firſt 
ſymptoms of an approaching 
Epilepſy are perceived in the extremi- 
ties, and Ligatures applied above the 
part affected, the diſorder may be con- 
fined to that part, and not ſuffered to 
aſcend beyond the Ligature. Of this I 
had the ſatis faction to make a ſucceſsful 
experiment in the following caſe. 


Being ſent for ſome years ago to P. 
K. a farmer s daughter near Glouceſter, 
U 2 2 
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of about twenty years of age, troubled 


with Epileptic fits, which frequently 
returned, I found her in bed, and ſee- 
ing her in the agony of a paroxyſm 
ſtaid by her till it ended. Upon en- 
quiring in what manner the fits came 
on, I was informed, that they always 
were firſt perceived in the feet, that 
they aſcended thence by degrees to the 


body, and laſtly to the head, when the 


convulſions became violent, and uni- 


verſal. 


Upon this intelligence, remember- 
ing the accounts given of the effects of 
Ligatures in ſuch caſes, I got the pa- 
tients garters, and having doubled 
them, and prepared two ſhort bits of 
ſticks, I placed them one below each 
knee, in the manner of torniquets, 


uſed previous to the amputations of 
limbs. | 


Having placed my torniquets, I 


waited the approach of the next fit: 
LT and 
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and the patient telling me, that ſhe felt 

the diſorder in her left foot, I imme- 

diately turned the torniquet upon that 

leg. This ſtricture ſtopping the aſcent 

of the diſeaſe, the foot ſhook conſide- 

rably, and ſhe ſoon informed me, that 

the other foot was alſo affected. I then 

committed the care of the left-torniquet 

to the patient's ſiſter, and twiſted that 1 
had put looſe upon the right leg. 


This method had the deſired effect. 
The Epilepſy proceeded no farther . 
than the Ligatures, but the feet ſhook 
moſt violently, and made fo ridiculous 
an appearance, that the girl herſelf, 
though in the greateſt diſtreſs, could 
not refrain from laughing heartily, and 
almoſt at the ſame inſtant, begging us 
to let the diſeaſe take its courle ; leaſt 
her feet ſhould drop off by the violence 
of their agitation, which ſhe ſaid was 
in After ſome time the con- 
vulſions in the feet ceaſed; when I 
Jooſened the torniquets, and left her, 


giving 
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giving directions to her mother and 
ſiſter to repeat the ſame method, when- 
ever the fits returned. 


The fits afterwards became weaker, 
and the ſame means being uſed, when- 
ever notice was given of their ap- 
proach, they were at laſt entirely cured 
without medicine; and the girl in- 
formed me, within this half year, that 
ſhe had been free from them ever ſince. 


8 E C- 
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tCcTrIoNnim 


Of the Cure of the Epilepſy by 


Trepannang. 


PÞ PLEPSIES are alſo occaitned by 
| acrimony, or irritation of any 
kind, in, or about the head. Thus 
the ſtimulus given to the nervous ſyſ- 
tem by dentition, an acrid ſerum vel- 
licating the tender coats of the brain, 
a turgeſcency of the veſſels within the 
cranium, and hy datids compreſſing the 
brain may all give riſe to Epilepſies. 


The ſeveral methods of cure adapted 
to theſe various cauſes, already ſuffici- 
ently treated of by moſt practical 
writers upon this ſubject, I ſhall not ex- 
patiate upon; but think it neceſſary to 
produce one caſe of an Epilepſy ariſing 

from 
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from an hydatid within the ſcull being 
cured by trepanning, becauſe the me- 
thod of cure, as mentioned by ſome 


authors of credit, has been rather 
doubted. 


Doctor Monro, in his treatiſe upon 
the Dropſy, ſpeaking of the hydroce- 
phalus, in a note at page 152, gives ſe- 
veral caſes of hydatids in the brain. 
And adds, that Wepfer was aſſured by 
a ſurgeon of credit that hydatids in the 
brain was a common diſeaſe among the 
horned cattle in Switzerland, and 
ſhewed itſelf by a giddineſs or vertigo. 
When the country people obſerve this, 
they ſtrike the head behind the horns 
with an hammer, to try if by the ſound 
they can diſtinguiſh any preternatural 
hollow below, and if they imagine 
they do, they immediately trepan the 
part, put a quill into the hole, and fuck 
out the hydatids, if they lie near the 
ſurface of the brain, and ſo make a 
cure: but if the hydatids lie ſo deep in 

the 
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the brain that they cannot ſuck them 
out, they immediately kill the crea- 
ture. This operation the ſurgeon aſ- 
ſured him he had ſeen done, and at- 
tended with ſucceſs. De Apoplett. 
loco affett. p. 69. He afterwards tells 
us, that he himſelf ſaw it tried upon 
an ox afflicted with giddineſs, when a a 
large number of hydatids were ſucked 
out; but the vertigo ſtill continuing 
they killed the creature, and, upon 
opening the head they found a number 
of hydatids in the ventricles of the 
brain. Hit. Apoplect. 14. Theſe 
* hiſtories although related by Wepfer, 
* an author of credit, yet ſeem too 
** much upon the marvellous, and, at 
any rate, the uncertainty of the ex- 
iſtence of the diſeaſe from the me- 
** thod taken to diſcover it, and the 
danger of the operation, will; in all 
probability, prevent its being ever 
* attempted; on the human ſubject.”* 
X This 


* Mobo eſſay on the Dropſy, p. 1 52. 
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This very operation, which Doctor 
Monro apprehends to border ſo much 
upon the marvellous, I have ſeen per- 
formed, in a manner but very little dif- 
ferent from the operation mentioned 
by Wepfer. 


A bull, belonging to John Heard, a 
tenant of my father's at Hempſtead near 
Glouceſter, was troubled with this diſ- 
order. When I firſt ſaw him he was 
lying down, and appeared perfectly at 
eaſe, and well. Upon making him riſe 
he ſtretched himſelf; and afterwards, 
beginning to turn round, his eyes were 
diſtorted, and with a fudden ſpring 
leaping up, he fell down again imme- 
diately upon his back, with great vio- 
lence. He then appeared in all the 
agonies of an Epileptic fit, and when 
he recovered out of it was for ſome 
time very ſtupid. By degrees he re- 
turned to his food, and, until he ſuf- 
fered a freſh attack, ſeemed in good 
health. 


I 
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I was informed that young cattle only 
are ſubject to this diſeaſe, it never mak- 
ing its firſt attack after the age of two 


years. I was alſo told that the conſe- 


quence of the diſorder would be cer- 
tain death, except it was relieved by 
opening the head, and taking out a 
bladder of water; which was an ope- 
ration to be performed in the preſent 
caſe within a few days. Notice being 
given me of the day appointed, I took 
with me Mr. Cheſton, a very ingenious 
ſurgeon at Glouceſter: and the Rev. 
Mr. Biſhop, one of the maſters to the 
college ſchool there, at his own requeſt, 
was alſo of the party. 


The bull, being convict in a barn, 
upon this occaſion, was thrown with a 
rope in the uſual manner, and after- 
wards kept down by the weight of ſe- 
veral men upon his body. Upon his 
falling a fit came on, and continued 
during the whole operation. This gave 
the operator time to perform his work 

X 2 leiſurely, 
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leiſurely, without interruption, and 
afforded us an opportunity of ſeeing the 
whole proceſs diſtinctly. 


A large part of the ſcalp, about the 
fize of a man's hand, and in the ſhape 
of a parallelogram, was on three ſides 
ſeparated from the ſcull, but ſuffered 

to remain entire on the fourth, towards 
the noſe, and turned down in that part. 
The ſcull being thus laid bare, the 
operator, by means of an hammer, and 
a knife with a ſhort ſtrong blade, ſuch 
as ſtay- makers uſe to ſplit whale-bone, 
took off a part of the ſcull, of about an 
inch ſquare, which J have in my poſlet- 
ſion. By ſtriking the back of the knife 
with the hammer, cautiouſly, in order 
to take out the piece, I apprehend he 
was enabled to judge of the thickneſs 
of the bone, which is here very une- 
qual, and thereby avoided doing = | 
zyury t to the dura mater. 


Fg 
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The head being in this coarſe, but 
effectual and ſafe manner trepanned, 


the next thing was to open the dura 


mater. This being done, in a very 
cautious manner, with a' ſharp pen- 
knife, a little veſcicle began to ad- 
vance through the aperture, and gra- 
dually encreaſed to the ſize of a wall- 
nut, when the operator turning the 
bull's head, ſo as to give the bladder a 


depending poſition, it burſt, and the 


contained water flowing out, the ope- 
rator laid hold of the containing mem- 
brane, and by degrees with proper cau- 
tion extracted it entire, as he ſaid, if 
the cyſt was not taken out clean, the 
diſorder would certainly return. Af- 
ter this, the part of the ſcull that had 
been laid bare was again covered with 
the flap, and ſome common dreſſings 

laid 


' OY 


* Thele dreſſings conſiſted of pieces of cloth 
dipped in a melted compoſition of which pitch 
was the chief ingredient, and 4 remain till 


they came off by time. 
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laid over; by which means the bull, 
after being kept in the houſe a few days, 
ſoon recovered, and was perfectly 
freed from his diſorder. I do not re- 
member that the operator tried with 
his hammer to ſound the ſcull, and 
find an hollow place in the manner 
mentioned by Wepfer. But before he 
began the operation he examined very 
carefully the centre of the forehead 
where the hair divides in different di- 
redctions, as the bone of that part in 
ſuch caſes is often ſoftened, and ſome- 
times rendered very thin, I ſuppoſe 
from the preſſure of the cyſt internally. 
He ſaid he knew which lobe of the 
brain was moſt compreſſed by the hy- 
datid, by obſerving whether the beaſt 
turned to the right, or the left beſore he 
fell into a fit. In the preſent caſe the 
peaſt turned to the left, and the hydatid 
lay nearly in the centre, but rather in- 
clining to the left. If the ſymptom 
above-mentioned holds good in the hu- 
man ſubject as we are told it does in 

the 
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the horned cattle ; it is to be hoped we 
might, by obſerving it, and after death 
inſpecting the brains of the deceaſed, 
be at laſt led to the ſame method of re- 
lief, by knowing the exact place where 
to perform the operation. This matter 
appears to me ſo remarkable, and may 
poſſibly prove of ſuch conſequence, 
that I have not thought much of my 
trouble in writing, and 1 hope the 
reader will not be diſſatisfied with read - 
ing this long, and otherwiſe ain, 
digreſſion. 


SE C- 
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SECTION.Iv. 
of the Uſe of Calomel in Epilepſies. 


Bbstbrs the cauſes already men- 
tioned, Epilepfies often ariſe from 
impurities in the firſt paſſages, or ali- 
mentary canal. How often have theſe 
diſorders been occaſioned by worms, 
and viſcid matter obſtructing the inteſ- 
tinal tube, which have been removed 
upon the adminiſtration of medicines 
appropriated to ſuch complaints? Upon 
this view of things, what bids fairer to 
give relief than Calomel? and accord- 
ingly in the three following caſes; ſrom 
whatever cauſes they took their origin, 
this medicine appears to have had as 
great effects in the Epilepſy, as in any 
of the diſorders before-mentioned. 


CASE 
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CASE 1. 


Mary Owen, aged fifteen, a robuſt 
ſtrong country girl, living near the city 
of Glouceſter, was ſeized with violent 
Epileptic fits, July the ſeventh 1766; 
three days after which I was defired to 
viſit her. Upon my enquiry her mo- 
ther informed me, that, for upwards 
of ſix months preceding ſhe had been 
once or twice in a week, and ſome- 
times every day, troubled with a pain; 
and ſwelling in her ſtomach, which 
complaints continued until ſhe was 
taken with violent fits, which' totally 
deprived her of all ſenſe for three days; 
excepting only ſome ſhort intervals, 
which taken together might amount to 
about two hours. 


She had been bled before J ſaw her; 
wherefore I got down the Calomel bo- 
lus No. 21, and purged it off with the 
common opening draught. This ope- 

| Y 
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rated like a charm, her ſenſes returning 
with the operation of the phyſic, ſo 
that the next day ſhe could walk about. 
I then ordered her a doſe of the tinc- 
tura fœtida, to be taken thrice a day in 
a draught of water; which being con- 
tinued for a few days, a repetition of 
the bolus and draught before ordered 
carried off all the remains of the Colic, 
and Epileptic ſymptoms; and they 
never afterwards returned. 


CASE IL 


Iſaac Dun of cker, * fiſteen, 
was admitted an out-patient at the 
Glouceſter infirmary Aug. the eleventh 
1763, having been ill fix n with 
Epileptic fits. 


After he had loſt a ſufficient quantity 
of blood, I directed him to take half a 
drachm of valerian root powdered 
twice a day. . This being continued for 

: ſome 
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| ſome days without any effect upon the 
fits, I ordered the Calomel bolus, and 
ſolutive, draught to be taken twice a 
week. This ſoon ſtopped the fits, and 
the patient was diſcharged cured Octo- 
ber the ſixth, and had norelapſe. Iam 
ſenſible that the operation of Calomel 
in thefe caſes will be by ſome attributed 
to the critical time of hfe of theſe pa- 
tients; but be that as it will the ſucceſs 
was certain, and therefore the caſes 
appear to merit attention. 


CASE I. 


Edward Williams of Charheld, aged 
_ twenty-one, ill eighteen months witng 
Epileptic fits, was admitted a patient at 
the infirmary March the ninth 1769. 


His firſt complaint was a dull Roy 
neſs, attended with pain, over his 


whole head, which continued for about 
a week. When this went off his eyes 
Y 2 became 
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became very weak, and in his 1magina- 
tion he perceived a light like that of a 
candle, at about three yards diſtance. 

After continuing uſually about a quar- 
ter of an hour, this light departed, and 
he ſuffered a violent head- ach for the 
ſpace of twenty-four hours: the vio- 
lence of the pain then abated, and in 
three or four days entirely left him. 
In a few days it returned again in the 
fame manner, and thus he had been 
affected for eighteen months preceding 
his admiſſion, whereby he was rendered 
almoſt incapable of any kind of work. 
The hght above-mentioned did not al- 
ways appear at the ſame diſtance from 
him, being often within a foot; but he 
obſerved, that the greater the diſtance 
was, the more violent was the head- 
ach that followed. If both eyes were 
open, or both ſhut, or one open, and 
the other ſhut, or. whether might, or 
day, the effect upon the ſenſes was the 


lame. 


Once 
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Once in a fortnight, a month, or fax 
weeks, he was troubled with fits, in 
which he was convulſed, but not vio- 
lently, and foamed at the mouth, 
When he recovered out of theſe fits he 
trembled exceedingly, could not ſtand, 
was very thirſty, but did not ſweat. 
The fit continued about a quarter of an 
hour, and he was ſenſible of its ap- 
proach for ſeveral days before it hap- 
pened. It was remarkable that he ne- 
ver had more than one at a time, and 
it was always preceded by the above 
ſymptoms, and came on after the via- 
lent pain in the head. 


After bleeding, vomiting, and giv- 
ing him a doſe or two of Calomel, with 
purging draughts upon the mornings 
following, I was informed that he 
found ſymptoms of an approaching fit, 
which he expected in a few days. In 
conſequence of this intelligence, March 
the twenty-ſecond, ſixteen grains of 
the powder of the flowers of the carda- 

| mine 
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mine were adminiſtered at bed-time, 
and the ſame doſe ordered to be taken 
the next morning, an hour before he 
roſe. It was given in a draught of 
common julep, and directed to be re- 
peated every morning, and evening. 


The firſt doſe was taken at nine at 
night, going to bed. At twelve it 
ſweated him much, but the perſpira- 
tion abated, and was entirely over by 
the next morning; when, at eight 
o'clock, he took a ſecond doſe. This 
alſo made him perſpire freely, and he 
lay in bed for two hours until the ſweat 
was gone off. The evening doſe taken 

on the twenty-third ſweated him, but 
not ſo much as either of the others; 
and that of the next morning not at all. 
When admitted at the hoſpital he had 
a ſickneſs at ſtomach, which yet conti- 
nued, but not in the ſame degree; he 
flept well, but his head was confuſed, 
and he was rather drowſy. 


He 
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He went on taking his medicine to 
March the twenty-eighth, when he had 
a fit at five in the morning, after half 
an hour previous notice. The apothe- 
cary being called obſerved the ſpaſmus 
cynicus, and that he was convulſed, 
but not ſtrongly, in other parts of the 
body. The fit continued about a quar- 
ter of an hour, and as ſoon as it was 
over he took one of the cardimine 
draughts, which threw him into a great 
ſweat. The apothecary obſerved that 
in the fit the patient's pulſe was the 
ſtrongeſt he ever felt. And when I 
came to him I found his pulſe very full, 


and that he had a violent pain in his 
head. 


In theſe circumſtances I did not think 


proper to urge a ſudorific medicine any 
farther, wherefore after two bleedings; 
and a Calomel purge, April the ninth, 
I gave him a decoction of bark with va- 
lerian, which was left off April the fif- 
teenth. He was then bled a third time, 

and 
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and I ordered him a Calomel purge 
twice a week. 


April the twentieth, I tried what 
ſweating him with camphire and nitre 
would do, but it did not ſerve him, his 
head being yet affected, I then ordered 
a bliſter to his neck; an iſſue to his arm, 
and three leeches to the left temple, 
where the pain chiefly was. The latter 
was of ſervice to him: he continued 
the Calomel twice a week from the 
time jt was directed, and May the 
eleventh he was diſcharged cured, hav- 
ing had no fit ſince March the twenty- 
eighth. 


Although in the above caſe no fit 
happened after the patient ceaſed tak- 
ing the cardamine, yet I cannot but 
look upon the blood taken away, and 
the Calomel purges as having the moſt 
conſiderable ſhare in the cure. | 


UPON THE. 


. . . 2 
* > »t 4 | 1 1 &% . & : 
1 1. - 


T* Colic is properly ſpeaking, a 
pain in the colon or great inteſ. 
tine; but in the common acceptation 
of the word it ſignifies a pain in any 
part of the ſtomach, or bowels, the 
particular ſpecies being afterwards diſ- 
tinguiſhed by the name of the part 


2 affected; 


\ 
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affected, or of the original cauſe.“ 
Thus we find Colics under the deno- 
mination of bilious, hyſteric, gouty, &c. 


I ſhall not in this place attempt to 
point out the different methods of cure 
neceſſary in the ſeveral kinds of Colic; 
but obſerve, that where, notwithſtand- 
ing the uſual methods of relief being 
made uſe of, the pain proves obſtinate, 
and either continues conſtant, or often 
returns, Calomel will frequently be at- 
tended with ſurprizing ſucceſs. + 


When 


*The colon except in {ome rare inſtances, 
extends itſelf round the greateſt part of the inteſ- 
tines, and is connected with the ſtomach. Hence 
it 1s difficult preſently to diſtinguiſh a true Colic 
from the iliac paſſion, or pain m the ſmall guts, 
which anatomiſts call ileum. In like manner 
when a pain, or flatulence is perceived in the re- 
gion of the ſtomach, it requires ſome ſkill, and 
attention to determine whether the ſtomach, or 
colon is the part affected. 


THE, COLIG ang 


When this cyent happens it is proba: 
ble that acrimony is the cauſe of the 
diſeaſe, which being enveloped in a 
mucillaginous matter, vellicates, whilſt 
it {ſtrongly adheres to, the coats of the 
inteſtines; or that it proceeds from 
ſome conſiderable obſtruction in the 
parts affected. In either cafe Calomel, 
by its penetrating deterſive qualities, 
appears to be a proper medicine;* And 

Z 2 its 


Doctor Swan in his ingenious comment 
upon his tranſlation of Sydenham's works, in a 
note at page forty-five, tells us that in the iliac 
paſſion, when every thing is quiet, a proper 
quantity of Calomel, given in form of a pill, will 
more certainly paſs than any thing elle ; and for 
fear that iu a doſe of about twelve grains it ſhould 
irritate the ſtomach too much, it may be given in 
a leſs quantity, and repeated as there is occaſion; 
and an opiate may occaſionally be mixed with 
this, or other pills, And as the moſt plentiful 
bleedings ought to be uſed, and fomentations 
frequently applied in this caſe, there ſeems to 
be little danger of inflaming by Calome!. The 
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its effects are ſufficiently manifeſt i in 
the following inſtances. | | 


CASE I. 


- Hannah Briſcoe of Glouceſter, aged 
fifty-ſix, ill one week with a Colic, 
was admitted a patient at the infirmary 
January the nineteenth 1764. 


Having a full pulſe, and a ſtoppage, 
attended with ſickneſs of ſtomach, and 
nne I ordered bleeding, and after- 

| wards 


Lad 


practice 1 have found moſt ſucceſsful, at the 
time of the diſeaſe above mentioned, has been 
to give three grains of Calomel with the bolus re- 
commended by Dr. Mead, and aſſiſted in the 
manner preſcribed by him in his monita et præ- 
cepta medica, de ileo. The Calomel in ſuch caſes, 
inſtead of occaſioning any diſturbance in the cir- 
culation, contributes very conſiderably towards 
removing the cauſe of the diſeaſe, and thus brings 
on a ſtate of eaſe, and tranquility, 
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wards Doctor Mead's bolus,* the ope- 
ration of which was the next morning 


alliſted with a gentle lenitive. 


A paſſage being by theſe means ob- 
tained, I attempted a removal of a flow 
Fever ſhe complaingd of, and alſo the 
ſickneſs at ſtomach by a ſaline mixture 
with pulv. contrayerv. comp. gi. every 
ſixth hour, and ordered that five grains 
of rhubarb ſhould be added to every 
doſe, till a free purging came on. The 
pain in the bowels not being removed 
by this treatment, I gave her half a 
fcruple of ipecacoanha in the comm 
and after its operation an anodyne 
ing to bed. This laſt method, and the 
 faline mixture at intervals, were twice 

repeated, but without effect. 


In 


Extract cathartic gi. 
OI gr. i. f. bolus. 
Mead. mon. et praxept. de ileo. 
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In the beginning of February, the 
pain in the bowels yet remaining, I or- 
dered five grains of Calomel, with a 
ſcruple of cordial confection, to be ta- 
ken at night, and purged off with a le- 
nitive draught the next day. Theſe 

- medicines being twice repeated, Febru- 
ary the twenty-firſt the obſtinate pain 
was entirely removed. After which, 
the remains of the Fever, and a trou- 
bleſome cough being ſubdued, ſhe was 
diſcharged cured March the fifteenth. 


Gia n. 


William Broughton of Bridgnorth 
Shropſhire, aged twenty-five, ill nine 
days of a Peripneumonic Fever, was 
admitted a patient at the Glouceſter in- 


firmary December the twenty-ſecond 
1763. 


His complaint upon the organs of 
reſpiration was removed by bleeding, 
oily 


oily medicines joined to volatile ſalts 
and nitre, and a drachm of elixir pare- 


goricum taken in a . 2 at 
bed- time. 


As ſoon as his breach denn 50 
the patient complained of à violent 
pain in his bowels, of which he was oc- 
caſionally relieved by tincturæ rhei 
ſpirituoſœ zvi. tinct. thebaic gtt. 20. 
This relief being only temporary, Ja- 
nuary the twentieth 1 ordered him _ 
following bolus. 


1 Confection. cardiac. 317. 
Calomel gr. v. m. fat a 

This bolus was taken at . * 
purged off the next morning. And 
being repeated with proper intervals, 
entirely eradicated the diſorder. After 
which the patient was diſcharged cur- 
ed, FEDruary the ſecond 1764. 


CASE 
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* 


"CASE! 11. 


Stiles Bennet aged thirty, ill one 
year with a Colic, or pain in the bowels, 
was admitted a patient at the Glouceſ- 
ter e September the hiteenth 


763. 


| oy ordered; him . grains af Calo- 
mel in a bolus with a ſcruple of the 
cordial confection, to be taken the 
night after his admiſſion, and to be 
purged off the next day. After the 
firſt paſſages were thus cleanſed, f 
thought proper to lubricate them with 
oil. and manna. 


The pain not being entirely removed 
by this treatment, I directed five grains 
of Calomel to be taken in the cordial 
confection, and after a day or two in- 
termiſſion gave three grains of Calomel 
in the ſame manner, but with this dif- 
ference, that the Calomel was repeated 
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the next night, and not purged olf till 
the day following. 


By this method Sept. the twenty- 
ninth, all complaint being entirely re- 
moved, I ordered the ' Calomel bolus 
No. 21, to be taken in the uſual man- 
ner twice a week whilſt he ſtaid in the 
hoſpital; and October the ſixth he 
went out compleatly cured. | 
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b 
ln bas 100 
A 8 is a painful di ſorder of 
the inteſtines, attended with a 
diarrhœa, and uſually, with an effuſion, 
of blood by ſtool. Pain is ſo neceſſary 
a diagnoſtic of this diſeaſe, that Cœlius 
Aurelianus calls it a rheumatiſm of the 
inteſtines attended with ulceration . 
e en e 


12 
mer U 2 


* Ccelius Wee de h chronicis, 
lib. 4, cap. 6. 
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The appearance of blood in the ſtools, 
though the moſt conſpicuous, is not by 
any means a certain ſymptom of this 
diſorder, ſince blood often paſſes from 
the Liver, and other parts through the 
inteſtines, without cauſing any pain or 
ulceration. 


The cauſe of this complaint is acri- 
mony, whether ariſing immediately 
upon the part affected, or brought to 
it from a diſtance. The inteſtines may 
ſuffer abceſles, and ulcerations from lo- 
cal acrimony of the juices, as well as 
other parts, and they are likewiſe liable 
to be affected by any acrimonious hu- 
mour coming from an abceſs in the Li- 
ver, or any other of'the viſcera; by the 
ſtimulus of acrid bile, by acrid particles 
ſwallowed!- as ſtrong purges, &c. or 
by breathing the contagious effluvia 
ariſing from the Dyſenteries of other 
people, as in camp Dyſenteries, which 
frequently run through whole armies. 


As 
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As acrimony appears to be the origi- 
nal cauſe of this diſeaſe, we are natu- 
rally led to ſeek for relief from ſuch 
medicines as are known to be moſt ef- 
fectual in ſheathing, and obtunding it, 
and at the ſame time lubricate, and 
heal the excoriated parts. We ſhall 
however ſometimes find this diſorder 
very obſtinate, and that it will perſiſt, 
notwithſtanding we uſe the means 
above-mentioned” with the utmoſt at. 
tention and aſſiduity. 


Upon ſuch an occaſion, conſidering” 
the effects of Calomel in ſtopping diarr- 
hoeas, as mentioned in the caſes of Johi' 
Bayley in my eſſay upon the effects of 
Camphire and Calomel in Continual 
Fevers, page 59, and of Elizabeth 
Longford page 72, and Mary Clark page 
84, of the preſent work, I was en- 
couraged to try it in Dyſenteric Fluxes; 
and had the pleaſure to experience 
equal ſucceſs with it in the two ſol- 
lowing caſes. 


CASE 
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ihr ' i 

C A'S * I. 

5 8 man Trinder pr? Kings e | 

aged forty-one, ill one year with a 
Bloody Flux, was admitted a patient at 


the Glouceſter ima January the 
_—_— =o 1709. | | | 


| 16180 1 


The fir Waden — which the F lax 
was attempted to be, reſtrained was the 
aſtringent mixture No. g. His head 
being affected, I ordered a perpetual 
bliſter to his neck, and a good draught 
of the common emulſion of the London 
a to be taken three times, 
S995! 1 ro vill 

tir „et enten te 

4 3 — the ſixth, ſuſpecting that 
the diſorder might poſſibly proceed 
from inward piles, I gave him the ſul- 
phur electuary No. 13. This not ſuc- 
ceeding I ordered a volatile julep with 
ail, with a view to the complaint in his 
head, and to ſheath the acrimony of the 
diſcharge 


* 
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diſcharge. I next attempted to brace 
the relaxed fibres with the bark, and 
to relieve his head with volatile tincture 
of valerian, Then the aromatic elec- 
tuary No. 4; Was directed, and Half a 
ſcruple of ipecacoanha given às dn 
emetic;"by way of 'revulſion. II this 
manner going on unſucoeſsſully to tlie 
middle of Feb Twary; | L then mae 
uſliGalomeb 4. Al. b e ifo 
Rad. rhubarb. padvffg eiten 
- Conf. cynoſbat!'q. 1. 504 114491484 
en Fiat bolus ſumendus viſe Wm 
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This anſwered ſo well, mat 1 ordered 
a repetition of it February the twenty- 
eighth, and March the ſecond gave or- 
ders for it to be repeated twice a week 
whilſt the patient continued in the hoſ- 
pital, which was to March the ſixteenth, 
when he was diſcharged cured. 


CIS TY " 11715 1444 9 
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CASE I. 


Samuel Merret of Glouceſter, aged 
thirty-five, ill ten weeks of a Bloody 

Flux, was admitted a patient at the 
Glouceſter infirmary September the 
Jeventh 1769. 


The common aſtringent medicines, as 
bolus ad diarrhœam No. 1, miſtura 
aſtringens No. 3, and electarium aro- 
maticum No. 4, being all. adminiſtered 
without any good effect, September 
the ſixteenth I ordered Calomel gr. iii, 
opii gr. i. to be given With conſexve in 
a bolus at bed: time. 


This ſucceeded ſo well, that Lordered 
the ſame medicine to be repeated Sep- 
tember the eighteenth, by which: the 
diſorder, was entirely ſtopped. After 


continuing in the infirmary ten days, 
without any return of the complaint, 
but 
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but on the contrary being much im- 
proved in his appetite; and ſtrength; 
the patient was diſcharged cured Sep- 
tember the twenty- eighth. 


N. B. Both theſe patients drank the 
decoctum album No. 22, for common 
drink all the time of their continuance 
in the hoſpital. 


From the remarkable ſucceſs of Ca- 
lomel in the above caſes we are not to 
conclude that it may be uſed as a gene: 
ral medicine in Dyſenteries. For 
where the diſorder ariſes from ulcera- 
tions cauſed by ſtrong purges, or other 
ſtimulants, which, irritating the tender 
coats of the inteſtines; occaſion an ef- 
fuſion of blood, it ſeems improper to 
add to the ſtimulus already too great: - 
In ſuch caſes therefore the boles, teſta- 
ceous powders, and ſuch other medi- 
cines as are known to be the moſt ef- 
fetual abſorbents, and correctors of 
actimony will be moſt likely to anſwer 


B b our 
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our purpoſe. And where the mucus 
lining the whole courſe oſ the inteſtines 
happens by any accident to be abraded, 
there, oily or greaſy ſubſtances, by their 
healing balſamic qualities, have been 
| known to have ſupplied its place with 

the greateſt advantage. But where 
acrid bile, or any other acrimony, 
lodged in a groſs, or viſcid matter 
keeps up this diſorder, there a removal 
of the cauſe takes away the effect, and 
in ſuch caſes it appears moſt reaſonable 
to expect the deſired ſucceſs from 
Calomel. 


* 


AN 


t v » oN 
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SECTION E 


Of the Preparation of Calomel. 


AVING in the cafes deſcribed 
ſeen ſuch a variety of effects pro- 
duced by Calomel, we are naturally 
induced to enquire into the manner of 
its preparation. 


Calomel is formed by a combination 
of crude mercury with corroſive ſubli- 
Bb's. mate, 


RE. 
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mate, which laſt is a ſaltt of Mercury. 
The baſis of this ſalt is pure quickſilver, 
and the other part the ſtrongeſt ſpirit of 
ſea ſalt that can any way be obtained, 
ſo as here to appear in a ſolid form. By 
means of this acid ſpirit this preparation 
is moſt violently corroſive, being a la- 
pis infernalis of mercury, converting 
all parts of the body it touches into an 
eſcar. Yet if a ſmall quantity of this 
corroſive ſublimate be given with a 
large quantity of a ſmooth diluting li- 
quor it penetrates the inmoſt receſſes of 
the 


+ Boerhaave in the 195th proceſs of his che- 
miſtry ſays, that the common mercury ſublimate 
is a true vitriol of mercury, though ſemivolatile. 
And Dr. Shaw obſerves upon it that quickſilver is 
reduced to an imperfett vitriol with ſpirit of nitre, 
and to one that is perfe& with ſpirit of ſalt, I 
might therefore be juſtified in calling this concrete 
a vitriol, but as other writers have called it a 
falt, which term I rather approve of, I have fol- 
lowed their example, although I am ſenſible that 
ſome exceptions may be taken to this deno- 
mination. 
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the body, and produces very ſignal 
benefit in many obſtinate diſorders.“ 


A portion of this corroſive ſublimate 
being by trituration well mixed with 
freſh mercury and ſublimed, its corro- 
ſive quality abates, by means of this 
freſh combination, and it thence be- 
comes mercurius dulcis, dulcified or 
mild mercury. If this ſublimation be 


repeated ſeven times, it is then called 
Calomel. 


* Shaw's chemiſtry vol. 2, pages 309, 310, 
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OT LON. I. 


Of the general Operation of Calomel. 


B* whatever inherent qualities mer- 
curial preparations act upon the 
human body, thus much is however 
certain, that by joining Calomel to ano- 
ther medicine of a peculiar virtue, its 
operation 1s commonly determined by 
the propenſity of its companion. If 
given with a purging medicine it exerts 
itſelf in the inteſtines, deſtroys worms,* 

and 


The great efficacy of Calomel in worm caſes 
is by no means a new diſcovery, but I think its 
operation in the following caſe the moſt extraor- 
dinary Lever met with. 


William Brookes of Glouceſter, aged four 
years, ill two years with an atrophy, was brought 
to the inſirmary May the fifth 1768. Abſorbents 
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and is remarkably effectual in bringing 
away any viſcid foul matter that may 
be lodged there. Upon this principle 
I think we may account for the great 
relief given by Calomel to patients la- 
bouring under the dangerous Fevers 
mentioned in my eſſay upon the effects 
of Camphire, and Calomel:“ as alſo for 
the advantage gained by it 1n preparing 
patients to receive the natural, or ino- 
culated ſmall-pox.+ And in the pre- 
ſent work we may perceive the benefit 
ariſing from it in preparing patients ill 
of Intermitting Fevers for the bark. 

To 


and anodynes proving ineffectual in putting a 
ſtop to an obſtmate purging he had upon him, I 
at laſt ordered two grains of Calomel with five of 
rhubarb to be given early in the morning twice a 
week. One or two doſes of this medicine brought 
away at one ſtool ſo incredible a quantity of 
worms as fifty-one in number. They were of the 
teres kind, and the apothecary at the hoſpital has 


informed me they were moſt of them near, if not 
a full foot long. 


Page 59. 7 Ibid. p. 74. {| P. 32. 
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To this may alſo be added its influence 
over the Epilepſy, Colic, and Dyſen- 
teric Fluxes, with pains in the ſtomach, 
and inteſtines in general: all which 
diſorders have been removed by it, 
after having reſiſted other FRAY nw 
ful remedies. 


Ifa purgative medicine be not joined 
with it, yet will Calomel often purge, 
by means of the acid reſiding in it 
ſtimulating the inteſtinal tube. But if, 
neither by its own virtue, nor by any 
adventitious aſſiſtance it happens not 
to purge, it then is often found to prove 
diuretic. By this quality 1t operates 
ſo powerfully in reducing hydropic 
ſwellings, as obſerved in the caſes be: 
fore recited.* And to the ſame pro- 
perty it is, that we are indebted for its 

eat influence over obſtructions, and 
indurations of the Liver. 


Calomel 
* Page 66. f Page 118. 
I . | 


i 


; 
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Calomel being carried out of the 
body neither by ſtool; nor urine is of- 
ten known to operate upon the ſecre- 
tory organs of perſpiration, eſpecially 
if directed by the conjunction of a dia- 
phoretic medicine. Hence it often 
proves of the greateſt ſervice in the itch, 
leproſy, venereal eruptions, - and moſt 
cutaneous diſeaſes; as well as old 
pains,* and all complaints proceeding 
from an obſtructed perſpiration. 


Its next objects are the ſalivary glands; 
where it effects a conſtant ſpitting; 
which increaſes as you continue the 
uſe of the medicine; By this effect of 
mercury the greateſt benefits have been 
received in diſorders thought otherwiſe 
incurable. The venereal virus, in- 
vincible by all other attacks, is obliged 
to ſubmit to its ſuperior force; and 
| Ce even 


* Dr. Fothergill mentions his great ſucceſs 
with ſmall doſes of Calomel in the ſciatica. —Me- 
dical obſervations and inquiries vol. 4, p. 69. 
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* 


even excreſſcences of the bones them- 
ſelves have been often reduced by it. 


That this train of reaſoning is juſt we 
are aſſured by our never failing guide 
well eſtabliſned experience. For when 
mercury, or its preparations have pro- 
ceeded to, and made conſiderable pro- 
greſs in, its fourth ſtage of action the 
ſalivary glands, yet may their violence 
commonly be moderated, or even en- 
tirely reſtrained, by promoting any of 
the other ſecretions, as by ſtool, urine, 
or ſweat. | 


i 1: 
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SECTION mn. 


Whether Colonel att, upon the Solids 
or Fluids, 


OCTOR Cullen, * — thinks that 
mercury acts upon the ſolids ra- 
ther than upon the fluids, in the man- 
ner formerly ſuppoſed, ſays, that all 
the effects of mercury may be explained 
by looking upon it as a ſtimulant. 


Its operation upon the various organs 
of ſecretion, in the manner I have 
mentioned, he accounts for upon this 
principle, and as other arguments for 
its acting in this manner adds That it 
never acts but in an acrid condition, 
diſcoverable by its metallic cupreous 
taſte in the mouth: That a ſalivation 
can be excited by its external applica- 

CC 2 tion 
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to the ſalivary glands :---That its effects 
are always accompanied with ſome de- 
gree of Fever and inflammation :------ 
That its effects in ulcers are plainly de- 
rived from its ſtimulant powers pro- 
ducing that degree of inflammation ne- 
ceſſary to the being of good pus :---And 
that it produces theſe effects much bet- 
ter by external, than internal exhibition. 


In proportion he ſays as theſe proofs 
of the ſtimulant power of mercury are 
convincing they weaken all others that 
may be alledged for _y other method. 
of action.* 


Boerhaave, and other advocates for 
the action of mercury upon the fluidg 
ſay, that the fœtor of the ſaliva, the 
tumid flaccid gums, and the blood 
ready to flow out of them, all prove a 
ſeptic power in the mercury.+F And 

experience 


* Cullen's lectures on the materia medica, p. 450. 
+ Boerhaav. de viribus medicamentor, p. 161. 
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experience ſhews that . is n 
ful in the ſcurvy. 


In anſwer to this Doctor Cullen ſays, 
its effects in the ſcurvy may be from its 
irritation and ſtimulus, and all other 
ſtimulants have the ſame effect in ag- 
gravating the ſcurvy. He imagines 
therefore that it has this effect, only 
when accumulated in large quantities 
in the ſalivary glands, by which it ſti- 
mulates, and occaſions a greater flux 
through them; but that it does not, by 
inducing a diſſolution, occaſion the 


blood to diſcharge itſelf by this outlet.“ 


As to the fœtor of the faliva, he ſays 
it can be produced without mercury ; 
and that there is no inſtance of an in- 
creaſed ſecretion being kept up for any 

length 


The Doctor adds that he imagines: the faliyat 
glands only to be affected by the mercury, and 
not the other parts of e e —Culfen s lectures, 


* 448. 


206 ESsSAY UPON 


length: of time out the ſame MY 


toms occurring." 


In alien he ſays the blood is as 
ſtrong as at another time, is attended 
with inflammation, and has a cruſt on 
it, which may indeed be ſaid of the 
ſcurvy, but then if we examine it, it 
appears denſer than in that diſeaſe. 
And after the operation of mercury 1s 
over, he ſays, no taint appears in the 
blood, but on the contrary the perſon 
is in better health than before. 


From theſe arguments Doctor Cullen 
fag he would conclude (but not with 
certainty) that mercury acts neither by 
mechanic, nor ſeptic powers. In the 
ordinary doſe however he ſays it never 

| can 
x D 

* This accounts he ſays for the other effects in 
the mouth, which ariſe evidently from the putrid 
ſaliva; for no one inſtance is alledged of a ſcor- 
hutic putrefactive taint taking place in any other 
part of the ſyſtem. Cullenꝰs lectures p. 449 


* 
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can have that effect, at leaſt taken in- 
wardly : but that all its effects may be 
explained by its acting as a ſtimulant.* 


Doctor Cullen allows that mercury is 
more particularly, and naturally deter- 
mined to go by the ſalivary glands, than 


any other acrid acting by a common 


ſtimulus. Thoſe he ſays who would 
account for this by the mechanical 
power ſay, that the ponderous particles 
of mercury, being heavier than the 


blood, keep the axis of the canal in 


their paſſage through the arteries, and 
that paſſing more in a direct line by the 
aorta aſcendens, than by the aorta de- 
ſcendens, they are therefore of courſe 


neceſſarily propelled more to the head, 


than to the other parts of the body. 


This hypotheſis the Doctor ſays is 
not ſupported by anatomy, on account 
of the curvature of the aorta aſcendens 

| before 


* Tbidem and page 450. 
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before it gives off the d arteries; 
ſo that the heavier molecules muſt be 
reflected into this curvature, and con- 
ſequently the reaſoning muſt be 
groundleſs that is built upon che con- 


trary ſuppoſition.“ 


Another ſuppoſition he ſays is, that 
mercury breaks down the blood to the 
ſize which fits it for paſſing off by the 
fſalivary glands; but that this is very 
difficult to ſuppoſe, and entirely hypo- 
thetical. He thinks we may much ra- 
ther ſay, that mercury goes chiefly to 

the falivary glands from a certain at- 
traction to the liquor of thoſe glands, 
in the ſame manner as neutrals, by an 
alliance to the watery parts of the 
blood, are concentrated in the kidnies. 


Although I am inclined to think with 
Doctor Cullen that mercury (eſpecially 


* Cullen's lectures, page 450. 
F Ibid, page 451. 


in the ſhape' of Calomel) produces its 
ſurprizing effects by acting as à ſtimu- 
lant; yet that the texture of the blood 
is, in conſequence of mercury taken, 
broke down to the ſize which fits it to 
paſs off by the ſalivary glands is not en- 
tirely hypothetical, I am convinced by 
the following unfortunate caſe. 


A woman of about thirty coming un- 
der my care for a gutta ſerena I gave 
her Calomel; but was ſoon obliged to 
deſiſt from its uſe, upon finding that her 
mouth was preſently affected with the 
{malleſt doſes: 


She afterwards was under the direc- 
tion of another phyſician, who, being 
ignorant of the obſervation I had made, 
adminiſtered Calomel more liberally 
than I had done: the conſequence of 
which was, that a violent ſalvation en- 
ſued, which could never be reſtrained, 
and the 'patient died under it; the 
blood, of a dilute colour, flowing with 

D d the 


210 ESSAY UPON 


the faliva, in the manner I have 
mentioned. 

The ſame obſervation. I alſo made 
upon an old ſcorbutic female patient 
in the Glouceſter infirmary, who, fell 
into a violent falivation upon taking a. 
very ſmall quantity of Calomel, but 
recovered. In the laſt caſe the blood 
came from the gums, in the firſt from 
the lungs, and ſalivary ducts, yet this 
patient had no hectic appearance, 'but 
ſeemed ſtrong, and healing previous to, 
the ſalivation. 


It is remarkable that Boerhaave, who 
is an advocate for mercury acting on 
the fluids, ſeems to think that it may act 
upon the ſolids alſo. For although he 
ſays that it attenuates the fluids, yet he 
affirms. that it corroborates the ſolids.“ 


And 


* Boerhaave de viribus medicamentorum, p. 
141. This however is meant of the vitriolic 
ſalts of mercury, as Calomel, and corroſive ſubli- 

mate given in ſmall quantities only. 
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And Doctor Cullen, notwithſtanding 
he ſays, that all the effects of mercury 
may be explained by its ſtimulating 
power over the folids, yet modeſtly 
declines pronouncing abfolutely, that it 
does not act upon the fluids. 


Boerhaive ſays that dreadful purg- 
ings, and falivations Have been otca- 
ſioned by corrofive ſublimate.* - And 
the ingenious, and accurate Doctor 
Wall of Worceſter, whoſe extenfive 
practice leads him to the knowledge bf 
many uncommon caſes with regard to 
diſeaſes, and the operation of medicines, 
has informed me, that he knew an in- 
ſtance where an immediate ſalivation 
followed taking the ſame medicine. 


From the celebrated Doctor Cullen 
we learn, that the acrid preparations of 
mercury ſtimulate the ſtomach, and in 

Dd 2 con- 


* Boerhaave de viribus medicamentorum, 
page 161, ' 
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conſequence of that perhaps the whole 
ſyſtem by conſent.“ In the caſe men- 
tioned by Doctor Wall the operation of 
the corroſive ſublimate upon the ſali- 
vary glands was ſo ſudden, that it muſt 
certainly act upon the ſtomach only, 
and from ſympathy upon the ſalivary 
glands. And to the ſame cauſe I ima- 
gine we may attribute the ſalivating 
efficacy of Calomel when given in ſmall 
doſes to one perſon, whilſt another 
ſhall take ten times the quantity with- 
out any ſuch effect being produced. 


* Cullen's lectures, page 448. 


CONCLUSION: 


1 mercury and its preparations 
do not act upon the fluids, in the 
manner formerly ſuppoſed, is I think 
ſufficiently evident from modern ob- 
ſervations, and experiments. And that 
they do not act upon the ſolids only, 
as ſtimulants, does not appear to be 
fully demonſtrated. An abſolute de- 
termination of this point is undoubty 
edly of very conſiderable conſequence 
in practice, and therefore much to be 
deſired. But until that event happens, 
we muſt have recourſe to experience 
for direction in the uſe of this powerful 
mineral, and thence learn how far, by 
a prudent adminiſtration, we may de- 
pend upon it as ſerviceable to mankind. 


This 


This I have attempted in one of its 
s, Calomel, by ſhewing 
what ſucceſs I have had with it in a va- 
riety of obſtinate diſorders; and have 
endeavoured to prove that, unleſs it is 
given in an imprudent manner, its uſe 
will not be attended with any bad con- 
ſequences. How far I have ſucceeded 
in my deſign muſt be left to others to 
determine. All I can ſay farther upon 
the occaſion 1s, that, in deſcribing the 
caſes recited, I have been directed by 
the rules of truth, and juſtice. And if 
I have given a miſrepreſentation of any 
of them, or drawn any falſe conclu- 
ſions, I ſhall be glad to have my errors 
pointed out, and amend them, 
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CAMPHIR®E and, | CALOMEL 0 


CONTINUAL. ' FEVERS. _ 125 
\INCE the laſt edition of this treatiſe, | 
I have talked with a gentleman much 
converſant with the Eaſt-Indies ; and 
who preſided as chief of our ſettlement 
at Canton in China,—He ſays Camphire 
is much uſed, and in very great repute 
there as a Febrifuge, and that he himfelf 
has experienced its ſalutary effects: but, 
that it is only the Native that is uſed in 
Medicine, which he ſays they get from 
A 2 "A between . 
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between the fibres of the wood” of the 
Camphire Tree, upon cleaving the 
blocks, That this Native Camphire is 
very ſcarce, and of great value, but that 
the factitious is there eſteemed of no con- 
| ſequence in Medicine, and never uſed.* 
— That this Drug, however, is of very 
conſiderable efficacy, in the ſtate in 
which it is brought to us, is I think ſufh- 
ciently apparent from what I have already 
advanced: and noexperience of my own, . 
nor any intelligence I have received from 
the practice of others, have given me 
reaſon to retract what I have already 
declared, but, on the contrary, have 
tended to confirm my opinion, except 
in ſome rare inſtances where the conſti- 
tutions of the patients happened to be 
entirely averſe to Camphire in any 
ſhape. 


- 


Mr. 


The greateſt quantity of Native Camphire i is brought from 
Sumatra, where it is ſold in ſmall flat cakes at four pounds ſterling 
an ounce. One pound of this Native Camphure is ſaid to produce 
an hundred pounds of ſuch as is brought to us after edultcration, 
Ives's Voyage to 888 page 36, quarto. 
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5 
Mr. White in. his ingenious Treatiſe' 
upon the Puerperal Fever, ſays, the Fe- 


Caryn 41 "and CaLouEL. 


vers wherein I adminſtered the Camphire' 


were Ephemera; they were fo,” but 1 
have every realon from their ſymptoms 
to believe, that they would have been of 
long continuance, | had not they been 
ſeaſonabliy checked by the Camphire. | 


Hoffman, as I have obere in 
Eſſay on Camphire, eſteems it to be the 
moſt ſubtle, penetrating, and leaſt noxi- 


ous drug in the univerſe: which per- 
vades the moſt minute ſeries of veſſels, 
without increaſing, but rather abating, 


the heat of the Fever, and farther ſays, 


that, not from theory or idle ſpeculation, 


but from ſolid reaſon and experience, he 
recommends Camphire in Malignant and 


Petechial Feyers, and alfo againſt all 


ſuch violent internal Inflammations as are 
T TÞ3 


In endeavouring to trace out the cauſe 
of this effect in e 1 have menti- 
oned 


& 


oned * = * . a ee. as kinds in 1 
purulent matter contained in the lungs 
of a conſumptive perſon, and in an incu. 
rable Ulcer in the Leg, and ſhewn in 
what manner ſuch ſy mptomatical Fe: 
vers may be removed, viz. in the firſt 
inſtance, by giving vent to the purulent 
matter from the lungs, and in the ſecond, 
by amputation of the Leg, when all othet 


means of relief fail. 


In proof of the firſt poſition I recited 
two caſes from, Willis, where, by means 
of ſetons, the purulent matter was drawn 
from the lungs, and the patients recover- 
ed of their hectic Fevers.—To theſe 1 
have now the great fatiſsſaction of WL 


A. third, 


Ann Martin, aged about fiſty, ſupport. 
ed by ſome Charitable ladies, came un- 
der my care with an exceeding trouble- 
ſome cough, which would not ſuffer her 
.to reſt. without opiates, which ſhe was 
obliged | to. encreaſe ; ; her expeGorategn 
| Was 


matter, Whicl 
like what ſhe had Ipit | up; „as the c 

abated ſhe recovered ber ren gth, * 
Meſh, and left off her opiates, 434 by 
means of this ſeton, and takin, only... a 
few lubricating er to alf ere 

toration ; ; and lenitive elefubry, to HA 


01 
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v with great { digiculty "the was ewäcist- 
edt to the greatell, ENS ad fo weak that 
the could not be taken rom her bed. 
In ſhort, 1 looked upon her caſe as paſt all 
poſſibility c of Tecovery | from the internal 
ule of medicine, and order 4 a Teton, in 
che manner recommend Jet .by Wills, 


between the fibs, This was. cut by Mr. 
Nicholls ber Turgeon, and | anſwere 1058 

molt Tanguine | expectations; en the 
Teton began to diſcharge, 7 cough a abat- 


ed. and the . obſerved that the 
came by. the. ſeton, "hs 


off. the effect of her opiates, ſhe 1 recover- 
ed, and I left her. Upon enquiring what 
became of her afterwards Tha. that in 
ſomèe time the ſeton healed, after which 
the fell i into a dropſy, of £4 ch ſhe died 


in about a year aſter I attended her, | 
In 
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In theſe caſes the purulent matter, 
"which was the cauſe of the hectic Fever, 
Was diſcharged by the ſeton.—The other 
| cafe I have put is, where an ill condition. 
ed ulcer in the leg is the cauſe of the 
Fever, and to be removed, only by am. 
putation. Theſe caſes are brought to 
ſhe w 1 in what manner ſymptomatical Fe- 
vers may be removed, when we know 
the part where the irritating cauſe of the 
Fever primarily exiſts: and hence I eh. 
deavour to Thew, that Camphire, acting 
upon the ſtomach, (which 1 ſuppoſe” to 
be the original ſeat of continual 3 
nant Fevers) produces the good effe 
"which we obſerve from it, when taken 
at the beginning of theſe Feyers. But 
the following caſe, which I received from 
Mr. Bath, whom I have before mention- 
ed in this work, will put the immediate 
operation of Camphire as an antiſeptic i in 
a more conſpicuous light. 


James Tucker of High-Littleton, in 
the county of Somerſet, aged thirteen, 
rather 
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rathet᷑ of a tender make and conſtitution, | 
on the 5th of Sept. 174. broke both his 
legs, and one of bis thighs in a cab pit. 
The fracture in earh leg was compound. 
. The head of the: tibiagn the let leg was 
broke off at the articulation ofthe ance, 
. 8 En 1 er Rd 
+] in 
bs bf 1 6 ale boch bang 4 Poet 
tured, and the tibia protruded over the 
interior ancle near four inches, laderat- 
ing a wound more than three inches. 
The ſibula came out juſt above, or part- 
ly through, the tendo achallis; nearly the 
ſame length, making a wound barely 
ſufficient to admit the bone. A very 
great contraction of the muſcles of the 
whole limb taking place, rendered the 
reduction; extremely difficult, whichwas 
however effected in about ien 
aſter the accident. | 


-Frondehe: Art dme ut arefling, warm 
n applications, ſuch as tinct 
0 B myrrh 
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myrth, mell roſar, &c. were uſed every 
twelve hours, together with a very ſtrong 
decoction of aromatic herbs, and as tlie 
approach of a mortiſication was much to 
be apprehended in ſo bad a caſe, I deter. 
mined to try the antiſeptic virtues of 
Camphire applied externally. With this 
view I diſſolved four ounces of Camphire 
in a pint of refified ſpirit of wine, half 
of which, with two ounces of ſpirit ſal vol 
ammon, was uſed at every dreſſing, in 
the following manner; about ſix ounces 
were put in the fomentation, and the 
other four poured over a poultice of ſtrong 
beer fœces and barley meal, in which 
the whole leg was n Wr 


3 


aka to md a Ute Wh he Was or- 

- to get down as much as he could 

of a decoction of bark and ſnake root, 

in the proportion of one ounce of the for- 

mer to half an ounce of the latter in 2 

pint. Of this decoction he had taken 

three half pints by the middle of the ſe- 
d cond 
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cond'/ diy, when he began to loath it. 
From this time every thing went on for 
the worſe: In the evening the wounds 
put on a morbid appearance, and had a 
cada verous ſmell The patient the net 
moming nauſeated food as well as medi 
cine, hall a faultering voĩce, ſore throat, 
and very confuſed pulſe; Sphacelation 
began; and increaſed with ſuch rapidity; 
that before the-evening'of the fourth day 
a diſcolouration of the parts had extend= 
ed to within three inches of the groin 
8 ned to e ide YEASTS death. 
F290 B-9TE0 

In this Stains ſituation, where the 
patient loathed both food and medicine, 
every thing depended upon external ap- 
plications ; they were continued to the: 
eighth day, in the manner above men- 
tioned, four ounces of Camphire being 
uſed daily, by which time the limb had 
reſumed its natural colour, and all the 
morbid parts ſloughed off. 5 25 
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The fbiila; as before mentioned, made 
its way through the ſkin at the! back part 
of the leg, over the tendo achillis, but 
the mortifi cation took place oppoſite; 
the fracture on the outſide, and, When 
ſloughed off, leſt a clean wound five 
inches in length, and three in breadch, 
the above bone itſelf appearing bare 
for the ſame length. The wound where: 
the tibia forced itſelf through the inte. 
guments was not much enlarged by the 
ſphacelation, the lacerated parts only 
coming away, ſo that that bone was not 
bare above two ches and an vol 


7 
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280 15828 a 1085 of te den on 
r ſide of the leg, and the neceſſity 
of lifting it at every dreſſing, (which was 
now reduced to once à day, and the 
dreſſings uſed leſs warm) rendered the 
union of the broken ends of the bones 
utterly impoſſible; ſo that, until there 
was a new ſupply of young' fleſh, they 
were continually ſliding from their pro- 


; "oo" 


ply ſupplied the great loſs of bone, fo 
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per place, and riding over each other, 
which was the caſe for more than a fore. 
night from the beginning. Nor did the 
tibia unite, till the limb, being ſecured” 
by means of a thin deal ſplint conveyed 
under it, and the knee a little bent, was 
left at reſt; and, with as little motion as 
poſſible, dreſſed only once in two or” 
three days: but after the tibia was got 
tollerably firm, and the leg could be 
lifted with more eaſe and leſs danger. it 
was n N drefled VE wo 


The fibula grew black ant ene 
ed looſe to the 23d of October, When 
ſix inches of it were taken away, neut 
four of which was the whole and entire 
ſubſtance of the bone. Three or four 
days afterwards, there was an 'exfolia- 
tion of the lower fractured part, about 
an inch in length, ſince which time there 


has been nothing worth obſerving but 


a daily amendment; nature having am- 


as 
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as to render the limb almoſt as ſightly as 

ever. Several conſiderable exfoliations 
from the ſractured bones in the left leg 
were diſcharged by the wounds there, 
but the fractures in the thigh and that 
leg were both perſectly healed without 
any thing extraordinary „ wa 
the courſe of the cure. 120 


This caſe Videtichy: tech to onal 
the operation of Camphire as an antiſep- 
tic, and perhaps, from the following ob- 
ſervations, we may be led to conclude 
that it derives this virtue from its ſeda- 
tive quality. This drug has long been 
uſed externally as a diſcutient in bruiſes, 
and other obſtructions of the circulating 
fluids, and its good effects ſuppoſed” to 
anfe 'from its very. ſenſible pungency, 
and evident. volatility; by which the 
torpid fibres being rouſed to action, the 
ſtagnating fluids were ſet in motion, 
and carried into the circulation, whence 
the complaints were removed: while on 

the 
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the other hand the internal, or external. 
application of opium as a ſedative has 
been eſteemed very contrary: to che ine 
tention. of cure in ſuch kind of com- 
plaints, and hence was entirely out of 
practice wherever a ſtagnation of the hu 
mours took place: Upon this principle its 
internal uſe was forbid in Fevers which 
ſhewed any tendency to putreſence, and 
looked upon as poiſon where any ſign.of 
mortiſication appeared externally ; and 
though it was ſometimes uſed externally 
by ſome of the old ſurgeons in ſphacelati · 
ons, yet warm aromatics were always 
Joined with it, either by fomentations, 
or in the hen of eulen * 


"The arguments uſed upon [theſe 8 
ons were very ſpecious: but ſubſequent 
experience has ſhewn they were founded 
upon falſe principles; for it now ap: 
pears, that the obſtructions in theſe caſes 
are often occaſioned by irritation upon 
the Parts, and this being taken off by 

opi 


* — 


nb 


opium che ſlagnating humours are there- 
by ſet free, Of this “Dr. Lind gives us 
veral very, ſtrong inſtances, in the caſes 
of intermitting Fevers. He ſays.“ I am 
clearly of opinion, that it is the hot fit, 
© or. Fever which not only often, endangers 
66 the patients life, but alſo in the moſt 
« common caſes of intermitting Fevers, 
*by its. continuance. weakens, and im- 
pairs his whole habit of body. For this 
260 Fever I have been fo fortunate as to dil- 
* cover a remedy. which generally in a 
**few hours brings on a perſect and com- 
* pleat apyrexy.— This remedy. he tells 
Lus is opium, the effects of whichiare,— 
**1ſt it ſhortens and abates the fit; and 
this with more certainty, than an ounce 
* of bark is found to remove the diſeaſe. 
te 2dly it generally gives a ſenſible relief 
to the head, takes off the burning heat 
* of the Fever, and occaſions a profuſe 
_ *{weat, This ſweat is attended with an 

IP i agrecabls 


Arrauptx on the EFTZC TS of 


1 " I # 4 


»On Hot countries, P. 313 
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«« agreeable ſoftneſs of the ſkin,” inſtead 


*of-the diſagreeable burning ſenſation” 
* which affects patients ſweating in the 
* hot fit, and is always much more copi- 
%ous than in thoſe who are not under 
the influence of opium. zdly it often 
*« produces a ſoft refreſhing ſleep to a pa- 
tient tortured in the agonies of a Fever, 
„from which he wakes bathed in uni- 
Verſal ſweat and in a great | meaſure! 
«free from all complaints. An inter- 
miſſion being thus een * bark 
Rr a return,” ; 

In url caſes of intermittents it is 
doubtleſs the ſedative quality of the opi- 


um that takes off the reſtleſſneſs and other 


troubleſome fymptoms in the hot fit of 


an ague: And Mr. Pett in his chirurgical 


obſervations lately publiſned informs us, 
that, if taken to the quantity of 4 or 5, gr. 
in a day, it is as ſucceſsful in removing 
mortifications of the toes, but that its ef- 
fects are not ſo certain in other. kinds of 

Fe. 6 
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mortifications. - Theſe abſervations of 
Mr. Pott confirm the obſervation made 
by Dr. Le Cat in a letter read before the 
royal ſociety the gth of March, 1748, 
wherein he ſpeaks of theſe mortiſications 
ol the toes as dry gangreens attended with 
pain, occaſioned by an interception of 
the ſlow of the blood and ſpirits. ta the 
part. Spirituous and aqueous topics; im- 
pregnated with volatiles, charged with 
ſaline, active,. violently ſtimulating par- 
ticles, and others in uſe in ordinary gan- 
greens, are to be avoided as deadly poi - 
ſons. Dr. Le Cat gave inwardly in the 
morning, broths of Vipers, and of Cray 
fiſh prepared with proper herbs, and 
above all with water creſſes: and in the 
evening (what according to Mr. Pott's 
remarks, muſt have been the principal 
medicine) a bolus of theriaca. External - 
ly, Dr. Le Cat recommends. a paultice 
made of herbs and farinas emollient, re- 
ſolving and aromatic, the ſuppurative 
ointment, and ſtorax. Mr. P ott lays, the 
Wor; 2133102: | beſt 
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belt 1 appli ication is a poulice 
made of flour of linſeed with milk, or 
water, with ung ſambucin, or hogs lard. 
By theſe anodyne remedies, the ſpaſms, 
occaſioned by irritation, are relaxed, and 
the obſtructions removed. Camphite, a- 
greeing with opium as a ſedative, we 
muſt fuppoſe, takes off irritation upon 
the ſame principle. We are not, howe- 
ver, to look upon either Camphire, or 
opium, as a ſpecific to remove irritation 
in all caſes. Some rare inſtances have 
atiſen, where each of them have proved 
the cauſe of irritation in different ſubjects: 
at ſome times, as I before obſerved, one 
takes no effect as a ſedative, the other 
does; and at other times, eſpecialhy when 
a ſweat is intended to be procured, they 
act with moſt effect joined together. Prac- 
titioners moſt. converſant with lunatics 
inſorm me, that this laſt: method of ad- 
miniſtering theſe drugs ſucceeds beſt. in 
removing thoſe horrors and reſtleſſneſs 
with which inſane perſons ate Ae 
diſtreſſed. 


C 2 An 


An, AP P EN. D ID 


422; 19 COT; 
ore EFFEC 18 of CALOMEL, 
1 is t . RICK 1 1920 
e een 
HE 1 of Caſes I Hanan dited-to- 
ſnew the effects of Calomel in Drop» 


ſies may ſeem to render any addition to 
them unneceſſary: However, the two 
following contain ſo many curious parti- 
culars; that I ſhould: be inexcuſable if I 
omitted this — ER of m them 
to the public. LL ponyjenmert crowd. 


Extract oh a Letter received e Dr. Mon- 
Jey, dated Chelſea College, 15th May, 177. 

The Boy, who took the Calomel, was 
in the moſt confirmed Dropſy I ever 
ſaw; ſwelled all over to an amazing de- 
gree. If his thighs made the leaſt preſ- 
ſure upon the abdomen he was expiring 
for want of breath. He made not va 
ſmall glaſs of urine in twenty - faur-hours, 


and 


—— R 


no appetite, but, what is rather uncom- 
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ard that very inflammatory, with an high 
coloud ſediment. half way up the glaſs, 


mon, very little thirſt; I believe partly 
ariſing from inſenſibility, the powers ex- 
citing thirſt. being deadened. He had 
not uttered one word for five or ſix days. 
He had taken ſeveral of the rough draſtic 
cathartics;” without the leaſt viſible ef- 
fects. Whether his apothecary had 
dorie him juſtice to try him with that 
claſs of medicines which paſs under the 
name of diuretics, ſuch as the Ciner Ge- 


niſt. Acet Scillit. Rad Raphan. &c. 


I have now forgot, if I ever knew. To 
cut the matter ſhort, he was in extremis, 
I think; as much as I ever ſaw any body 
who recovered. His mother had been 


1 — 0 n 


ami Li nn Was full room to liſten 
to Celſus's''advice— Anceps remedium 


potius quam nullum.—So 1 made him 


up myſelf forty grains of Calomel into 
cg Pills, by the aſſiſtance of the lady 
at 
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at whoſe houſe I was, (on the Sunday 
morning) with a full intention 
the operation; but, juſt as I Was ſetting 
out, I was called away into — 
bout thirty miles, to an old patient, with 
whom 1 ſtaid three nights; and got home 
to Bury where I then lived, ln 
day evening. 219% een enen $4 
On the Ihurſday I waedefireSSycichy 
lady; if my affairs would permit me; to 
come and put ſomething into the boy, 
in lieu of what I had taken out; Curio. 
fity carried me very eafily; ſor I was 
more inclined to believe him dead, than 
that he could poſſibly be alive. I found 
him, indeed, if I dont make uſe of tov 
ſtrong a Catachreſis, a living ſkeleton; 
but with a good appetite, a chearfulſeye, 
and a good pulſe, and all excretions and 
ſecretions going on well; and to cut the 
matter ſhort, he ſoon got well. | 
- Upon enquiring into the effects of the 
Calomel, I was informed that, he took 
one of the eight pills on Sunday morn- 
10 twelve o clock, another at four, at 
eight, 
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eight and twelve. that evening, and at 
four, ànd eight, on Monday morning. 
At ten he called to his mather for the 
pot (the firſt word he had uttered for fix 
ar ſeven days) and filled it near half at 
once; and ſo, at ſmall intervals, went on 
diſcharging his urine, very dark and tur · 
bid at firſt, then very yellow, till ſome- 
time on Tueſday evening; when he was 
quite emptiedoſ, at leaſt, all morbid fluids. 
The family were aſtoniſhed at, what 
they were pleaſed to call, the miracu- 
lous cure. I deſired them not to be too 
ſanguine; for, it was not at all improba- 
ble, he might fill again. He did ſo, in 


about a fortnight. Tue lady was his 


doctor: ſhe proceeded in the ſame courſe, 
with the ſame effect. I called there juſt 
aſter the evacuation; and gave him bark, 
ſteel, vitriol, aromatics, &c. He got quite 
well; and two years after broke his neck 
from an aſhen tree, in attempting to get 
arook's neſt.” 

The remarkable diuretic effett.of Ca- 
as in this ſingular caſe, is ſomewhat 


{imilar 
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ſimilar to what Dr. Monro has obſerved 
; happened to à patient of his fathers: 
where; by the adminiſtration of 2 org 
mercurial boluſes, an univerſal anaſarca, 
and aſcites were removed in the ſpace 
of one night. The ſame effect of Calo- 
mel is alſo evident in the caſe of Willi 
am Stratford, and others already men- 
tioned in my Eſſay on the Dropſy. But 
in the caſe before us, the quantity given 
in ſo ſhort a time, is different from any in- 
Rance, I have even read or heard of; no 
leſs than thirty grains being taken in a 
leſs ſpace of time than twenty · four- hours, 
in doſes of five grains each, with inter- 
vals of only four hours between the doſes; 
yet no ſalivation enſued, but the whole 
operation was by urine. In the follow- 
ing caſe, the quantities of Calomel in the 
doſes were leſs, and the intervals be- 
teen them much longer, but their el. 
rg. not leſs ſurprizing. - 


On the 21ſt of Auguſt 1771, a young 
woman of a reputable family in Glouceſ- 
ter ſhire, 


8 


E, 


where the pain had been. 
affected bel ſore for ſome 440, 
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terſhire, felt A islent pain in the left | 
fide b her abdomen for” three or four 
boürs; alter Which it abated; and the 


next day the perceived a tumour about 
the e of her fiſt, in the ſatne place 
The parts 


and the pain now arid then retyrtied for 


a ſhot cithe, but was by no means con- 


ting: The menfes were regular before 
this app ened, and 10 oben for ſome 


time aherwards:" at length, water col- 
lekting In the abdomen it was diſtended ; 
by how degrees, till the beginning of Ja- 


nuary 1772, when, being quite ff U, the 
was obliged to be tapped. She filled 
again, and April the 1ſt was tapped a ſe- 
cond: time, about. thirteen or fourteen 
pints of water being. drawn off at each 

operation, —April 16th I firſt ſaw her, 


when ſlie was fo very full of water, and 
the abdomen fo tenſe and painful, that it 
was imagined ſhe could go but a few 
e days iithou being tapped a third time. 


D The 
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The tumour vs perceptible tot 
on the left ſide, was about the 175 
pions clas heag, 125 qd gue, and, 
eing ſuddenly preſſed by the, of 
the band ee from * Re wi. 
turned to it again, as if floating in the 
water contained in the abdomen, The 
patient was now, exceedingly weak, and 
thirſty, | her breath very ſhort, and ſhe 
had had no ſleep for ſeveral nights, ber 
body was rather coſtiy ve, and dhe Hooks 
black and fœtid, the urine ſmall in Guan 
tity, very turbid and bilious, The Pati- 
ent being in this deplorable Rate, I bog 
conſulted, and rent as 7 9 17 7 


HOO 2 


R Calomel. gr. j 1 wy" 
Pulv. Contrayery. comp. I. 
Rad. Rhabarb. pulv. gr. x. m. flat ral 

Sumendu e 1 ” 10 5 0 


—— 


in ins 


\ Twenty = of rbybarb, were © given 
. a draught the next morning, Which 
produced three ſtools; the conſequence 
of which was, that the tenſion of the ah- 

1 domen 
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Ciivourr in f Dll. 25% 


dotpen rs 16fs; auc the refpirition more 
free In the evening T gabe her twenty 
grains of contrayerva, and five grains df 
nitre, in ba powder, and ordered it to be 


chtititthed every of Thur houfs sz: 


HMIGHD7 161 06, old d Nonna 


Aptit 48th," 1. found me ha flept ett 
te preceding tht, Aut mache a co. 
idefable quantity of Water bc hate 
uftial, Therefore ordeted' the powder to 
be COntidued'thres tithes" 2 day, and di- 
reed five grains of Calomel and RV of 
rhitbatb't6 de made into pills, and taken 
of te ntorrow night Afſfiſting th 80 medi- 
55 48 Se with twent ral s 
rhubarb che neir Hornig. Tu C. 
wh att Tflubfrb were aftegtee do be 
repkated after four days interval. Flnd- 0 


ing the barer pagin te gain ground, eq" 


read a A of grain of f Caloniel to be given a 
every ni Wh a common pürging portion 
once a w ek, a doſe of compound powder 4 
of contrayerva with nitre morning and 
evening F, and a- dòſe of tinctute of Bark 
258 D 2 and 
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agd flee! an heux on tg before dingt, 
upon, the, days, Os: d Pas the, 
Purge, 1 „n bi. rb 95 30 em. 
it (11 44 5 * 4: 1 ne ft >, Me 
May iſt, 7 * nl a 5 
ſurgeon at Durſley, who had perfor 
the operations of tapping, and; had 2 
tended the patient, 1 en 
that ber thirſt was leſſened, more; yr 
ter made, and af a cleater colour, 4 
her appetite, was. mended, that, 15 Was 
reduceſl an inch in circum ference, | | 
and had gained ſtrength, ſufficient to | 
walk about. the: houſe ;, but that, her fect. 
and legs became apaſarcous. from, firting , 
up, and that the Calomel had gauſed a 
ſlight ptyaliſm., I chereſore ordered. the. 
Calomel tq be omitted, and May 8, heard. 
: from, Mx. Williams., that ſhe made more 
water, w Was leſſened four inches ns Circums- 
ference, . that her legs had not ſwollen - 
ſince his laſt, letter, = her thirſt was 
much leſſened, ptyaliſm almoſt gone. 
tention of the abdomen greatly a. 
EF 


Calomet I die DROοοννπ . 29. 
her appetite Ver. good, breath greatly 
relieved, and that ſhe: hadi ſtrength t 
walk, about ther hquſgę, and ont of doe 
and, in anothen week ſhe ſent me word:1 
the water was almoſt all gone, but the in- 
ternal globular, tumour Gil nen 

ry perceptible, enoiiqn toi gatwollol 125 


In this ſtate I adviſed her coming 6 
Bath; with an intention to try what ef- 
fect bathing in the hot waters would have | 
on. the interna], tumour, the water in 
which it had fluctuated i in the abdomen 
being then nearly all evacuated ; but be- 
fore her arrival qt Bath ſhe began, tor fill 
again very faſt, and was half full of wa- 
ter when ſhe came; the tumour alſo was 
greatly increaſed to almoſt double its firſt 
ſize. May 22d I ordered Calomel gr. ij. 
and purged it off, after which I put her 
once in the bath, but the water increaſed 
ſo faſt, or rather prevailed fo, much at 
her arrival, that I durſt not purſue mY 


no: . uſing. the Bath; 


and by 


June 
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June 3d thppicig. became abſoluteby nb 
ceſſary. when founteer! pints were taken 
away by Mr. Rundel, her fugeem at 
Bath.” Cordials dhd reſtorative wert- 
given, and as' ſhe was evidentiy HE 

again, June v1 ſhe returned" Home! with 
the following preſcriptionns 
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Syrup. e Cori. aurant. A g. s. 
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Fiant Pill. iv. ſumendæ ſemel fn feptimana h 

Ka | fon U. 31 Wy (4 N96 TIT IL 1 SAN 
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Re 1 — 5 [811145 190 286! 
wAtealdpt 3c) aw bits 01: 16S 
| Auer . - 00163 21.) 1356.23 
Spirit, | dayead./ comp. (gi. mi 4000 
Sumat reads anal 


349 Lin, tile n | 5337149 DRE 
R. Spiri Aal, vol. ſal. ammoniac. —Y u $240 
N Nitri dulcis, 30 IN.. a leo} 

Sumat cochl. f 1 minimum z orpini 2 i note et mane in. 
hauſtu. in ſauſi Turamitat. geniſte, 'vel geniftz l 
. vulgo dctæ Gore, modo the ppt- 
Outwardly 


Ontwardly 
mineral water tobe applied with a linen 


leſſen the tumour, as Dr. Burland, who 
attended the patient in the country be- 


fore; I, vißßt 


by him at the firſt beginning of the 
her gh . i 
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*. 
I ordered Goulard's vegeto 


rag wetted. | Ichis purged, but did not 


her, has ſince informed 
me s faturnine plaiſter did, when applied 


F If, 4 
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pationt, filling again very faſt, and June 
ayth, that the Calomel bolus and draught 


had a very good effect. At this time 
ſhe began upon broom aſhes ſteeped in 


old.cyder, and by July.19th/I was ſur- 


prized, upon calling on her, to find the 
mater evacuated but the internal tumour 


abdomen, and extend partly to the right, 


but it cauſed no pain; ſhe looked florid 


and healthy, and except weakneſs, 2 
the tumour, ſeemed almoſt well, '- How 
ever. ſhe' ſoon filled again, and A 
? MON 21ſt, 
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dit, was ſo full as to be tapped «Forth 
time, when eleven quarts of water were 
zn of- She was very 10% and lan. 
guid all that day after the operation, 
With a febrile irregular” pulſe, and tlie 
next day apthous cruſts appeared upon 
the tongue, and palatum molle, attend- 
ed with great ſoreneſs of her mouth. 
September 5th, I heard from her fur. 
geon Mr. Williams, that the ſoreneſs of 
ther mouth ſtill continued, attended by 

ptyaliſm, occaſione by the Calomel, 
hut: that her breath Was not allected 


WO I JA 
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WIR 1 th, porn roche: e 
aut the ſoreneſs of the mouth is gone, 
and her ſpirits better, but that ſhe fills 
again with water very faſt. The ptyaliſm 
had been carried off by cathartics, 
as her ſtrength would bear, and her 
ſtrength ſupported by Huxham's tincture 
of bark, aſſiſted by a ſoft nouriſhing diet; 
ang the ſores deterged and healed by 


proper 


* * | oo — 
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proper gargles directed by che ſurgeon. 


As ſhe now filled again with water aſtet 
it had been evacuated ſix times, and it 


was very evident that the tumour had 
inereaſed between every diſeharge, and 
as the Calomel had ſo violent an effect 
upon the teeth and gums that I could not 
venture to make ſo free a uſe of it as 1 
had done. I now had no hopes of re- 
moving the tumour, and conſequently 
no expectation of radically curing the 
Dropſy: How great then was my ſurprize 
when, upon making a viſit in the begin- 
ning of March, I found both Dropſy and 
tumour quite gone, and my patient ſo ſar 


recovered as to want only an emenagogue. 


Therefore March gth, I ordered her to 


take thirty drops of elixir of aloes in 
 penny-royal tea, night and morning: by 
which ſhe recovered her compleat health, 


and continued as free from her former 


complaints as any young woman in the 
country, the Dropſy not returning to the 


wy of her death, which happened in 
| E Auguſt 


[ 


perceivedꝰ till within a few Months * 
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Auguſt 11982, and the tumour, not being 


nme $3595 4 e. 24 
err 

The account 3 of ahi final. de- 
paiture of her diſorder was as follows, 
viz.——That, there being no hopes of 
her recovery, ſne eat and drank what 
ſhe liked, ——that ſhe filled with water, 
and, about the 2oth-:of September, began 
to ſweat at nights: theſe ſweats continu- 
ing every night the abdomen ſubſided, 


till all the water was evacuated, and the 


internal tumour only remained; which 
however was ſo very large as to cover 
greateſt part of the abdomen, and make 


the patient appear ſtill dropſical, though 


that was not the caſe.— That in about 
five or fix weeks ſhe felt a violent pain all 
over-the abdomen, which continued for 


three days, and leſt a great ſoreneſs in 


the part, juſt within the ſkin, This ſores» 
nels continued about a week, after which 
the f gur. began to fublide,, and gradu- 

ally 
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ally leſſened for three months, by which 
time it was entirely vaniſhed. Lovery! 
particularly enquired whether there was 
any ſenſible evacuation by ſtool, urine, 
or any other way; but ſhe nber vad no- 
AIRS fort, of Bolts 1 9.48%} 
Nara" OS - 2311497 hat: i993 wid 
A ebe made it appears that 
by firſt ſymptom of diſeaſe was a ſevere 
pain in the left ſide, which after three or 
four hours abated. That the next day 
the patient perceived a tumour, about 
the ſize of her fiſt, in the place Where 
the pain firſt began, and thati i ſor ſome 
few days afterwards, ſhe found now and 
then a tranſient pain, and a' conſtant ſores 
neſs, but that this alſo went off in a ſhort 
time, and no ſymptom of diſeaſe then 
remained but the tumour; ſhe recollects 
that her abdomen began to enlarge ſoon | 
aſter ſhe perceived the internal tumour; 
but had then no ſuſpicion. of a Dropſy; 
however ſhe continued to increaſe, and 
in the beginning of Jan. 1772; was ſo full 
"SY | of 
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of water as to be obliged to ſubmit to the 
firſt operation of tapping, The medi- 
cines ordered by her phyſician afforded 
ſome relief, but April iſt ſhe was obliged 
to be' tapped a ſecond time. The third 
time ſhe filled, the water was diſcharged 
by the medicines above mentioned. 
The fourth time ſhe was relieved by 
tapping. The fifth return of the Drop- 
ſy was removed by medicines as above. 
The fixth by tapping, which happened 
Juſt that day twelve- month upon which 
ſhe found the firſt ſymptom of diſeaſe. 
The ſeventh and laſt attack of this dif. 
order was removed by ſweating. From 
theſe - circumſtances I-endeavour to ac- 
| Ann un _—_ 8 this diſorder thus: 

ubm che din felt on che left Go of 
the abdomen, previous to the: internal 
tumour being perceived. The tumour 
being perceived the next day, and the 
abdomen beginning to fill with water 
wears 9 and the water tho 
Io 7 | ſeven 


k e__ 
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ſeven, times evacuated, ſtill conſtantly 
returning again until the tumour finally 
vaniſhed, leaves us no room to doubt 
but that the Dropſy originally proceed: 
ed ſrom the tumqur, and it is reaſonable 
to ſuppoſe that the tumour itſelf took it's 
riſa from a diſorder in the left ovarium. 
— The, pain felt I apprehend; to be from 
an inflammation of the part, and that in 
conſequence thereof one of the oνπν 
became enlarged, which was the glebu - 
lar ſubſtance perceived floating in the 
water contained in the cavity of the ab» 
domen, but whether this tumour was 
ſeparated from the varium, or remained 
attached to it, may admit of ſome doubt. 
The freedom with which it floated would 
incline one to the firſt opinion, but then 
how ſhall we account for the violent 
pain felt in it previous to its diflolutian? 
and beſides, it was always to be felt on 
the leſt ſide, but not on the right, until 
it was ſo enfarged as to cover the left 
fide, and extend into the right. | 

5 pF That 


- 
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That the internal tumour was ſpeeifi- 
cally lighter than the water in which it 
floated was evident, by its retroeeſſion 
and returning to the hand upon preſ- 
fure, but ſome doubts may be raiſed as 
to its figure, which after the two firſt 
operations of tapping, and before the 
third, was to the touch evidently round; 
but after the water was a third time drawn 
off was ſo very perceptibly flat that its 
edges might plainly be felt extending 
over moſt part of the left ſide of the ab- 
domen, and into the right. Hydatids 
found in the abdomen by diſſections 
have, I believe, always appeared globu- 
lar; but in the preſent cafe. the tumour, 
after the third operation, ſeeming to be 
flat, will not I apprehend, prove that 
this tumour was not an hydatid, or by 
any means invalidate an opinion enter- 
tained, that the original of this Form 
diſorder i froma diſcaſed ovary.“ 


From 
*That i it did ſo appeared upon the body being opened; for proaf 
of which I muſt beg leave to refer the reader to the addreſs pre- 

fixed to this edition, page 10, 
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From diſſections it appears that, when 
an ovary becomes di ſeaſed its coats often 
thicken as it enlarges, and but little fluid 
is found contained in its cavity. At 
other times (indeed generally) the coats 
of the diſeaſed ovary are found exceed- 
ing thin, and containing a large quantity of 
fluid. The diſeaſed ovum is ſometimes 
{eparated from the ovarium, and ſome- 
times remains attached to it. Inſtances 
of the fir ſt are not uncommon, and I ſaw 
a remarkable inſtance of the latter in a 
patient of mine at the Glouceſter infir- 
mary, who, dying after her return home 
from the: hoſpital, the body was opened 
by Mr. Cheſton. This patient being 
emaciated; after the water of the aſcites 
was:diſcharged by a ſimilar courſe of me- 
dicines with that uſed in the preſent caſe, 
an unequal rough ſubſtance was plainly 
io be felt in the abdomen on the left fide, 
and excited my curioſity ſo far as to get 
intelligence of the patient's death, and 
go nine miles to ſee her opened. The 

ſcabrous 
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fcabrous tumour proved to be indurated 
ova of various ſizes, ſome as large as a 
Pigeon's egg, others leſs, and all con- 
nected with, and firmly attached to, 
the ovarium.* The integuments of all 
were much thickened, and ſome contain- 
ed a thick fluid, others none at all. 


| Now, as the coats as the diſeaſod o ova 
are found of ſuch different denſities, may 
we not ſuppoſe the coat of the ſame hy- 
datid to be of different denſities in diffe- 
rent parts? And that the ovum in the 
preſent caſe, being ſmall, and its coats 
thick, when the two firſt operations of 
tapping were performed, did not receive 
a ſufficient preſſure from the abdominal 
muſcles to burſt it; but that, being great- 
ly enlarged, and its coats in ſome parts 
thinner, at the time of the third operati- 
on, the abdominal muſcles had then 
ſufficient power over it to burſt it as the 
eircumfuſed waters were drawn off, aft- 
| fen 


dee Ouzzrox's Pathalogical Inquiries, P. 56. 
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felt flat 


Catourt in the DROo sT. 44 


" . 


er which che indursted parts were 10 be 
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At the third benin a Adubt 20619 
Whether it ſhould be performed at the 


uſual place on the left ſide (in which caſe 


the tumour mult- unavoidably be perfo- 
rated) or whether it ſhould be performed 
on the right ſide, where there was a ſuf- 


ficient depth of circumfuſed water to 


prevent the tumour being touched by 
the trocar. Mr. Ford of Briſtol, who 
had ſeen the patient, and Mr. Rundell 
ſurgeon of Bath, who performed the ope- 
ration, were both of the ſame opinion 
with myſelf, that the tumour was a cyſt, 
containing a fluid, and ought to be per- 
forated, and conſequently that the.opera- 


tion ſhould be performed, as uſual, on 


the left fide; but as Mr. Ford thought it 
à curious caſe he defired me to beg the 


| _ of Mr. Sharp to give us his opini- 


Mr. Sharp was for performing the 
e on the right ide, becauſe he 
F 7 3-208 
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ſaid, what we er benden be a cyſit 
might not contain a fluid, or, if it did, it 
might burſt, and diſcharge its contents 
during the operation; but if it did not, 
we ſhould be more certain whether the 
tumour did, or did not, contain a fluid 
after the water diffuſed in the abdomen 
was drawn off; and that then, if it re- 
mained, and a fluctuation in it was felt, 
the trocar might be immediately thruſt 
into it. Upon this very judicious opini- 
on the operation was performed. upon the 
right fide, and fucceeded happily.* As 
this is a curious anecdote in ſurgery, I am 
glad to take this. opportunity of mention- 
ing it, and at the ſame time acknowledg- 
ing my obligations to Mr. Sharp for his / 
friendly alliſtance. 


As to the removal of the tumour, I 
apprehend that that, and the ſweats 
which FAITIC. off the laſt load of water, 
were 

*From the appearance of the parts upon diſſection the great 


Judgment of Mr. Sharp in giving his opinion in this caſe becomes 
more "manifeſt, 
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were both occaſioned by the Calomel. 
For though none had been taken aſter 
che laſt time of tapping, yet that its ſtimu- 
las till continued acting upon the habit 
appears from the ſoreneſs of the mouth, 
and gums. Upon the whole then it is 
evident, that the Calomel ated as 4 pow: 
erful diuretic, in carrying off the water, 
repeatedly,” when it did not affect the 
tumour; that, being continued, it opened 
the pores of the ſkin, and difcharged the 
water by that emunctory; and laſtly, 
that it excited an inflammation in the tu- 
mour itſelf, which coming to ſuppuration 
the matter was either abſorbed, or eva- 
cuated by urine, or ſtool, though the 
patient, not being apprized of it at the - 
time, took no notice of it. 


At the time of this inflammation per- 
haps the tumour become fixed to the | 
back, and therefore was not afterwards 
to be perceived till it had greatly increaſ- 
ed, and a ſecond inflammation came on 

F 2 | ſeven 
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ſeven years afterwards: - That it was 
in a quiceſcent ſtate during pregnancy 
appears from her finding nothing of it at 
that time, nor after ber delivery, not- 
withſtanding her being much alarmed 
vhen with child, ſuppoſing pregnancy to 
be a return of her old complaint the 
Dropſy, and which miſtaken notion 
could not be removed by her medical 
attendants, who informed her huſband 
What they apprehended to be the true 
cauſe, and which in the end proved to 
be ſo. For farther particulars of this 
very curious caſe, ſee the addreſs to the 
Reader at the beginning of this edition. 
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BAT aware * 85 


IN an Eſſay upon * Nane and in 


an Eſſay upon Diſeaſes of the Liver, 1 | 


have mentioned the uſe of Bath waters. 
Since my former publication I have had 
no reaſon to alter my ſentiments of them, 
and have only a few more obſervations 
to add to what I have already Im 
upon. this ſubjeck. 


The heat of the water iſſuing from che 
ſpring at the Croſs Bath is by every body 
allowed to be ſeveral degrees leſs than 

the 


* from a 
Hot, or King's Bath: but thoſe who 
have made experiments with the waren 

of the two laſt have differed greatly in 
their reports of their reſpective heat; 
ſome aſſerting the water of the Hot Bath 
to be at all times hotter than the Kings, 
and others allowing that it might former - 
ly be fo, but that now the King's Bath 
water is certainly the;hotteſt. '\By.expe- 
riments, I have often made, at different 
ſeaſons of the year, I have always invari- 
ably found the Hot Bath two degrees 
hotter than the King's. I. have tried 
them at the pumps and at the ſources, 
when opened to be cleanſed, and find 
the heat at either place not to vary half 
a degree, provided the pumps have been 
conſtantly kept going for a conſiderable 
time; and that their reſpective heats are 
at the Hot Bath 116, King's Bath 114. 
A quarter of an hour pumping will in ge- 
neral be ſufficient, but in very cold 
_— it may require a longer time to 
heat 
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47 
heat . the pumps ſulfi- 
ciently, ſo as not to leſſen the heat of the 
water. The thermometer Puſed was FAI 
renheit's made by Heath and Wing, the 
point of - bbiling water being 210. "Now 
if ka thermometer differently | graduated 
be uſed, fo that the point of boiling was 
ter is 230, the degrees to which the water 
will riſe will be different, and the diffe- 
rence in their comparative heats will alſo 
vary. When ve meaſure the heat of 
theſe waters it is therefore neceſſary to 
aſcertain the ſcale of the thermometer we 
ule, before we compare their difference 
as to heat, or the correſpondence of our 


own experiments with ene made 
os n | 


0 my W R 605 e 
the Bulb of the thermometer in ne 


ter, and kept the Inſtrument perpendicu- 
lar. When the quickſilver of the tube is 
under water the refraction of light may 
cauſe a ona och in its appearing to riſe. 

Tas 
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| The Bath waters are ſaid to keep their 
heat longer than common water heated 
by fire, and this quality in Bath waters 
is by ſome ingenious writers ſuppoſed 
to proceed: from their mineral contents. 
But upon experiments this fact does not 
appear to be really true; for if the heat 
of Bath water and common water is the 
Tame, and they are expoſed to the open 
air equally, they will loſe their heat 
by equal degrees: but if one is ſeveral 
degrees hotter, that which is hotteſt, of 
either ſort, will loſe a greater number of 
degrees of heat, in any given time, than 
that which is cooler; till they are both 
reduced to the ſame degree of heat, when 
they will be found to part with their 
warmth in equal degrees, till they are 
both reduced to the ſame temperature 
with the open air. This experiment 1 
have tried, and an it 7 _— 
| . RI 
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poſed to have been d diſcoyered' jn Bath 
. to Which it's x hœnomęna, upon 


{6k 7 Tin: 


trial in various e A8 WE ast 


_ new principle as, lately been ſu 


„* 7 a 


chief of i its effects 4 75 deen attributed 


bet ſo oder mters, who have 
e 
Bath water 1 lleQing, and , mixing 
with comm mon * 2 fixed, Hixable,.or 
elaſtic air ariſing from a fermeptation 
of certain minerals of contrary quali- 
ties, as s or 88 e 
4 the heat and virtues of the Bath 


waters aroſe from minerals fe ermenting 
in the bowels of the earth is an opinion 


ſupported by Dr. Jorden, ſo long ago 
is the year 163g, who takes a great deal 
of, pains to prove how the expence of 


che lermenting materials may he ſuppli- 
= from time to time. That the heat 


8 and N 


*Dr. Jorden's diſcourſe of natural Baths and mintal Water 
printed in 3 12 14. 


"a 
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-and elfeds 87 che Bath Vaters do ariſe 
from fermentation i is. probable, but that 
the fixed air in their compoſition contri- 
[bures i in any great degree towards A 
production of ſuch wonderful effekts 7 
we every day ſee: ariſe from them is 
told, by the very father 0 this doctrine 
of fixed air, that the Bath Waters contain 
Nude little of it.. P 
I have already mentioned the remark- 
able diuretic effects of Bath water, which 
undoubtedly ariſe from the ſalts which it 
contains. Lifter ſays theſe ſalts are com- 
mon ſalt, and a calcarious nitre,* | | 


"4" Aegicaticus Lurch, in which this falt 
| _ reſides, abounds greatly alt round Bath, 
and may be obſerved of a white, or yel- 
Levi colour oring from new ſtone walls 
5 ls, | Which 


e. Prieſtly's Experiments and obſervations my to fixed, 
k *! Vol. ad, printed 1775, page 222. | 


tLiſter de fontibus medicatis angliæ, 1684. p. 44 
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1 are — 3 is Gwe ſeen, 
conflatitly riſing i m ſprings with the water, 
9 in one at Lincomb, on che 
de of the bill north of the original me- 
aicinal fp ring, called Lincomb. Spaw, in 
an Otebard a little to the eaſtward of the 
Houſe belonging to Mr. Maltby, adjoining 
& road to Bath, and rented by Mr. 
Illiams; whence it may be taken out 
of the water like ſoft chalk. This earth 
towards the top of ſtone quarries may be 
found white, but being by the rains, or 
Tubterraneous currents of water, waſhed 
deeper in the rock becomes fluid, and 
afterwards ſhoots into ſpar between the 
joints of the rock, or if it ozes from the 
top of the cavern, forms icicles. 
Since 1 made the above obſervations I 
have learnt that the calcarious earth 
mentioned as abounding in the Bath 
Water, and in the ſprings round Bath, 
is nearly a natural quick lime, without 
that cauſticity which prevails i in the arti- 


G2 ficial 
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ficial, occaſioned by. the 15 uſed 7 its 


pr eparati ien; and that from this ſubſtance 
all kinds. of ſtones, ſpar, lelenite, and 
even the ores of metals, . are formed: 


which differ! from esch other according 


— * _— * 


to the various acids with Which they a are 


diffolved i in water, and Joined to fixed 
air, produces limeſtone; by the addition 
of another acid, ſui generis, the lime- 
ſtoner may be cane into flint, the flint 
again i into agate, the agate into tranſpa- 
rent chryſlal, the clouds in agate being 
the lime remaining not ſufficiently dil- 
Tolved by the acid. If. this natural lime 
in a ſlate of ſolution meets with the acid 
called fixt air, in caverns of the wy 
or other caverns, it forms ſpar, which 
hanging, from the tops, or ſides, of the 
Caverns are called ſtalactites the colours 
of which v vary according to the metalic 
bodies, in a ſtate of ſolution, impregnating 
them. When this lime in a diſſolved 
ſtate meets with the vitriolic acid, it 

forms 
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forms, th 1 cath: arent flacky ſabllance n 
2 ſelenite, the ſorm py which is 
u aan a chombus. When this natural 
lime diſſolved in water paſſes through 
the rocks, without. meeting wich any of 
the, various acids, and iſſues into the 
common air, the water evaporates, and 
leaves the lime 1 in its firſt form; which 
is the ſubſtance I have mentioned to be 
often found in caverns, and fprings, in 
and about Bath. That the ſtalactites in 
caverns, and even limeſtone itſelf, were 
formed · from this ſubſtance 1 knew from 
my own obſervation upon the Prey 
but for the philoſophical manner in whic 

they are formed I am obliged to Mr. 
Warltiers newexperiments upon 2157 
kinds of air, which he exhibited, in 
ſhoxt courſe of ingenious lectures, 4 


Path, in the year 1777. 


Upon ſhewing Mr. Warltier ſpecimens 
of incruſtations upon ſticks, collected 
from currents of common n ſprings ariſing 


in 
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in the hills round Bath, he afſured 3 ms 
they, never were in a ſtate of ſolution 
with the water of the ſp' ings; but were 
an earthy ſubſtance; wathed ino "the 
Cade from the a cent ground; 
and depoſited upon the firſt wid ſub⸗ 
ſtance it met with. This being the caſe, 
we may perceive why incruſtations 
Bath tea kettles feel remarkably ſmodth, 
the groſs parts, undiſſolved in 5 Water 
of the ſprings, either being depolited 
upon ſticks, moſs, or the ſides of the Wa- 
ter courſes, whilſt the water is running z 
or ſubſiding to the bottoms of the reſer- 
voirs when it ſlagriates. ab e's re 
When I firſt began to leet the wa? 
ter of the common ſprings ariſing in the 
hills round Bath, I found it had the fol- 
lowing apparent properties of bad water. 
It furred the tea-kettles, depoſited” in- 
cruſtations upon ſticks, or whatever hard 
ſubſtances lay in' its currents, and did 
not lather readily with ſoap. Water 
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Vun thele pi prope rties 'produces e lore, 
6 85 and Saher diſorders of the viſcera, 
1 8 Heb enquiring amongſt "the faculty, 

d.1 not find that theſe diorders were 

155 ways Temarka ly prevalent at Bath, 
but rather the tr) and 1 Exn- 
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were e ee by rubbed- between 
the fingers, felt almoſt as ſoft as chalk, 
very. different from what I had obſerved 
before in other waters; ſuch incruſtati- 
ons being uſually rough, and hard, This 
fine water is collected 1 in reſervoirs upon 
the ſides of the rocks of freeſtone with 

-which Bath i is ſurrounded, and brought 

by. pipes o ſerve the town. pe 
7 710 the diuretic effect of coe water in 
common uſe at Bath, ariſing from its 
being impregnated with this calcarious 
nitre, As s well as the falubrity” of its air, 


of 
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of the inhabitants, and particularly that 
an ague is an uncommon diſorder with 
us. And upon enquiring into the: ages of 
the poor in the three Pariſh Work- houſes 
| belonging to Bath, I find that there are 
no leſs than eighteen | between the ages of 
70 and 75, ten between that and 80, 


three between 80, and 8, one 88. one 
90, one 96, and one a of an hun- 
r ne. + A 2s 


1 


| Spar was „ recommended, as a Fee 
| in the gravel, by Van Helmont, who 
has often been ridiculed for attempting 
to deſtroy. one ſtone by adding che po- 
der of another. There is however ſame 
reaſon from practice, as well as theory | 
of its diuretic effects, to conclude that his 
advice was ſomething more than chime- 
ical. In the neighbourhood of Mendip 
hills in the county of Somerſet, ſpar, 
reduced to a powder, is uſed by the com- 
mon people to remove dropſies, and 


ane of urine, Hearing of this, I 
| made 


— 2H 


mate enquiry at Chewton-Mendip, a 
Town near the foot of theſe hills, and 
found an old woman who ſold: the ſpar 
ready powdered, and an old man who 
laid he had had a difficulty of making 
water removed by it. The quantity ſold 
by the old woman in a parcel was about 
three ounces, of this they take a tea- 
{poohful at a time in a cup of . 
Lhe eue * toak two — 


* ili 1:5 Ly 

8 in 5 travels through. the 
iſland: of Malta, volume iſt. page 326 
mentions a viſit he made to the celebrated 
grotto where St. Paul was 1mpriſoned; - 
not far from the ancient city of Melita. 
He ſays it is exceedingly damp, and pro- 
duces (as he believes by a kind of petri- 
faction from the water) a whitiſh kind of 
ſtone, which the natives aſſured him, 
when reduced to powder, is a ſovereign 
remedy in many diſeaſes. This powder 
is ſaid, not only to be in great eſteem 
among the Malteſe, but many boxes of it 
Ks „ are 
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are anmially. dent 10 Sicily, Italy, the 
Levant; and the Eaſt- Indies. About a tea- 
fpoonfub'of this poder is given to child- 
ren in the ſmall-pox, and fevers. It 
produces a copious {weat about an hour 
after; and, it is ſaid, never fails to be of 
fſervice. Brydone ſays it taſtes like ex- 
eeeding bad magneſia, and he believes 
has pretty much the ſame effects. This 
Iapprehend to be the nitrum calcarium 
vel murale of Liſter,“ before mentioned, 

and, taken in a ſnaller doſe, would pro- 
bably prove diuretic; it being the pro- 
perty of diuretics to prove ſudorific, 
purgative, or emetie by their doſe being 

increaſed; And hence the Bath waters, 
by means of this nitre in their compoſiti - 
en, prove in general diuretic, but ſome- 
times diaphoretic, oſten purgative, and 
inſtances have happened, though rarely, 
when 7 51 have nn as an emetic. 
1 ade a ven, that what! [fier 
r 3 


2  BLiſter;de bes 1684. p. 9 31. 
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Liſter, I call a calcatious nitreſ has been 
{aid not to be nitre, but a Glauber's ſalt. 


I do not mean to diſpute this point; all I 
would be underſtood to ad vanre is, that 
to this ſalt, by whatever name diſtinguiſti- 
ed, contained in the Bath water, are O..: 
ing the effedts above mentioned: and 
that from an impregnation of the fame 
kind of mineral are derived-the'diuretic 
qualities of the water coming from the 
adjacent hills, and i in the 
. non 101.3 180 $95 "v7 
*,v34iL ws u ode 

»'Thus * we * think, venture to 

| proceed in accounting for the diuretic 
effetts/of the Bath waters, by means f 
the ſalts. contained in them: But, Wen 
ve attempt to advance farther, we find 
i ourſelves entirely at a loſs to account ſor 
the 1 1 their n parts 
Hg - -- taken 


eee 1 the fir 
without flame, and to riſe up in bubbles. This exatily agrees 
' with what I have obſerved of the nn — 
waters by evaporation, 4220 E | 
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taken ſeparately. Bitumen, as a compo. 
nent part of the Bath waters, has been 
thought to give them their warming, in- 
3 quality; and fo confident were 
the friends of this doctrine of hat they 
aſſerted, that they faid petrolem might be 
ſeen in the form of black cakes floating 
in the Waters, particularly in the King's 
Bath. Liſter denies any bitumen in the 
water, but attributes the black ſubſtance 
above mentioned to a collection of ſordes 
waſhed from the bodies of the bathers by 
the warm water.“ Both theſe opinions 
have been overthrown- by the ſubſtance 
in queſt ion being proved to be a vegetable 
production, riſing from the bottom of the 
Bath. l. The doctrines that Bath 'waters 
are obliged to ſteel in their compoſition 
for their er qualities, and to ſul- 
1 nn 110 phur 


pe Binumine . in \ Thermis noſtris Bathonienſibus Maio Junio et 


Julio natante, id totum ex corporum ſtrigmentis fuiſſe affirmo, et 
aliud prætered nihil. Adde quod iis tantum menſibus colligitur 
CE On frequentantur. Liſter de fontib. Page 7 


$See Dr. Charieton's Anays of Bad Wares, p. 3+ 
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phur for their-efficacy in cleanſing cuta- 
neous foulneſſes have not met with a 
much greater degree of confirmation. 
The ſand of the Bath, thrown upon any 
hot iron, does indeed burn blue, and 
caſt forth a ſulphureous ſmell, very ſmall 
fragments of pyrites have been collected 
by myſelf from it, and the water itſelf, 
when freſh drawn, turns of a pale purple 
with tincture of galls, But what adds 
ſtilliſtronger evidence to the pyrites exiſt- 
ing in a ſtate of ſolution incorporated with 
the Bath water is, that when the ſource 
of the Hot Bath was well explored in or- 
der to its being ſecured, as I was ſtand- 
ing by the workmen, I found, amongſt the 
earth through which the principal ſpring 
iſſued, a Horſes Tooth as compleatly lach- 
ered over with Pyrites as T ever ſaw a 
piece of pitcoal, Which is a very frequent 
ſpectacle amongſt the common coal uſed 
at Bath. Theſe obſervations would in- 
duce one to believe, that there is a mar- 
tial, and ſulphureous principle 2 the 
h 5 ters, 
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waters, but not a grain either of feel, 
or ſulphur, has ever — 3 * 
the water itſelf. | OR 
| This 1 8 
ſay that it is to ſteel, or ſulphur, that we 
maſt attribute the removal of this, or 
that complaint. It wall be fater, with 
the elder Oliver,“ to confeſs, that it is 
not to one, or other, of the component 
parts of the Bath waters that we are to 
give the honour of the almoſt miraculous 
cures. we ſee effected by them, but to 
the admirable compoſition of the whole, 
where they are blended. together in the 
moſt . exquifite manner, far ſurpaſſing 
the utmoſt ſtretch of human invention, 
either to imitate, or defcribe, Leaving 
therefore theoretical reaſonings from firſt. 
principles, let us enquire into the effects, 
and thence endeavour to trace out the 
. ſuch wonderſul cures as are 
n 


_ dilſertation on Bath Waters, 1716, page 13. 
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frequently: ſeen bytholewhotare made 
nenn FM 
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— waieomaity jar 
Iytic:in her lower extremities,” was re- 


and admitted, upon the 2oth' of April, 
1774: After uſing the waters internally, 
and externally, to the iqth of October 
following, ſhe was ſent home, as much a 
eripple as ſhe came. Another woman, 
aged about forty, came to Bath three ſea- 
ſons, by my advice, for a rheumatic 
complaint in her left knee. She bathed, 
but chiefly uſed the dry pump under 
the direction of myſelf and Mr. Ditcher, 
and at laſt went home much out of hu- 
mour with the waters, becauſe, after be- 
ing here three feaſons, ſhe had not ob- 
tained a cure of her complaint. Both 
theſe patients recovered after they left 
the waters. The firſt was of a delicate 
habit, but was perfectly cured of her 
diſorder. She could walk many miles 
Ad 


— 
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at depend wee employed under her 
mother in the care and management of a 
Dairy Farm, which after her mother's 
death ſhe took vrholly upon herſelf. And 
the other, ho ãs · a corpulent Woman and 
whoſe employment is the care of a very 
large family; has been ſeveral years able 
to go with eaſe from top. to bottom of the 
houſe without any aſhſtance,. whereas 
before ſhe came to Bath, and whilſt ſhe 
was here, ſhe could not move about with⸗ 
out a ſtick, or other aſſiſtance. 4; 0th, t. 


* 


N ne ens tea ab 
Had either of theſe patients at their 
leaving Bath taken any medicine, though 
ever ſo trifling and indifferent, the whole 
merit of their recovery would have been 
attributed to its effects, whereas the real 
cauſe of their recovery was (as Dr. 
Wynter has obſerved of theſe waters) a 
removal of the obſtructions by the uſe of 
the waters, after which nature did her 
1 1. A + ; 999 -OWNn 
q *Wynter on bathing in the Hot Bach, at Bath, . A 5 | 


year 1728, 
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o huſineſs and reſtpredstho pauts to 
perfect health. Many inſtances ſimilar 
tolthe aboye happen with us every year, 
as wellas.others, Where we cannot ſd e. 
ſily ſortn our cnjectures of their happy 
effects? Of tchich kind / is ther following 
caſe, which contains ſb many extraordi- 
nat y. circumſtances that I ſhould not ven- 
ture to relate it. were not the patient, his 
father, and W ern to atteſi the 
tau ft. l O08 2H ol Aide 1941 
| -12 0 6011811111 N Pott 108 Ain Lb 
Ie CAN of THOMAS WEBB, then 
aged 18, as talen from dis Mother, the 
61/7 of November; 27 . A in tasten! 


1 510 345+ ” 


PHOMAs WEBB when four years of 


. age had, the, ſmall pox, after which 
he was qbſerved to grgan in his ſleep, 
and, complained; of not being » 2 
made mention af no particular part pe- 
ing affected, until he had the meaſles «four 
years afterwards The meaſles were in a 
jew a Or Yao Whitſqnday Juc- 


ceeded 


2d 


6 ** of 


_ ceded by:aivery|;ſirong, burning fever, 
attendeti ith coſtiucbeſs, a difficulty of 
making ater, and a-viglent pain in his 
back; Which continued ſor nine days. 
To emedy theſe complaints ſolutive 
medicines, glyſters, and diuretics were 
adminiſtered: By which means. ſtools 
were procured, and the inclination, but 
net the power. of: diſcharging urine in · 
exreaſed. In nine days the pain ceaſed, 
after which he had no ſtool, nor made 
any water, nor had any inclination to ei- 
ther diſcharge, and loſt the uſe of his 
Umbs: he was at the ſame time fick at 


ſtomach three or four eee day, 
but aid not vomit. ö | 


* 


SS a 
; "&; 


under (heks eircuttiſlances ee wor- 
thy and ingenious phy ſician adviſed, his 
mother to give him ſmall glyſters of a- 
bout two ounces of oil two or three times 
a day. Theſe oyſters relieved his col- 
tiveneſs occaſioflally. and in this manner 
he went on to January 1769, but it id 
\- -- remarkable 


W 4 
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Eft" thut, Airing” all this long 
period” of ser irvine; che made n 
water. Being thus oppreſſed by an obſti- 
nate (oſtivenels, cn kökar Tuppremer? of 
urine oft continuance, and 
a paralyſis of the lower extremities” he 
was bathed in a medicated: ba er Keie 
for eight or nine days, to no urpoſe. 
He was chen, upon a Monday in January 
1789. put into the hot Bath, and eontitin” 
ed in it for ten minutes, and bythe nest 
Saturday was able to walk with crutch 

thbugk before he went into this Bath, {8 
cbuld mot beat the leaſt weight upom his 
legs, Bur was from his waiſt downwards 
as Weak as a new born babe On the 
Monday following he was put into tlie 
Bath a ſecond time, and repeated his 
bathing a third time upon the third Mon- 
day, at Which time he, being in! the hot 
Bith, drank à glaſs of the Croſs Bath wa! 
thr; and; after being in bed about tefi 
minutes; called for aſſiſtance th g? 
Hoo, *Whieh" was the firſt natural dif- 

ALLEN TY charge 
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Charge be had had that way for more than. 
ix months without a glyſter! io" Here 
SP eh. Avtoqo ent 198 rio tft; 
Fromm this time he continued bathing, 
and. drink ing the waters, his ſtopls were 
natural, and in about fx weeks his urine, 
which bad hitherto been obſtructed, paſ- 
ſed freely in the natural way, and the 
ule af his limbs was perſectly reſtored. 
After tkis recovery .he.,anjoyed, a very 
goad ſtate of health for a year, When his 
ſickneſs at ſtomach returned, attended 
with vomiting, for which be drank the 
Bath water, and received à cure of his 
cemplaint, About the {ame time the 
next year, he ſuffered a return of his diſ- 
order, and Vater with 
munen, ri tic Wi; 5 3 
(1513 th 51 gert 0 
8 this time he: — un- 
til the latter end of September, 170 
when having Fafen ſome rice pudding, 
upon a Friday, he vomited that evening. 
my _ next * rank the Bath 


Ni | water, 


"PF 


/ 
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lowing - The — — 
attempt was made to clear his ſtomach 
by an emetic, given on the Sunday even- 
ings This increaſed the vomiting, aud 
r would: mug ſtay upon his 
my — — fu ary finding 
him as above related, and that he was 
coſtive, I ordered Dr. Meads! bolus: re- 
and to open a paſſage by ſtool with the 
purgative ingredients. This and other 
ſimilar attempts not ſucceedipg, emol 
lient glyſters, eſpecially: thoſe of oil, 
were made uſe of, and occaſionally con 
faces, but no medicine, I thought pro- 
mee, n 1 _ wart 
vomiting. ry ike r . | ls 
nen eee 1 

Zeing now I 
venk a not to be able to move out of his 
nn chair 
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chair; without aſſiſtance, I ãdviſed his 
Bath water, and more eſpecially as all 
liquors” he drank ſeemed cold upon his 
Romach. The water of the Croſs Bath: 
was brought home to him, and being 
drank in fmall quantities he ſoon began 
tao mend, and gain ſtrength, and with it 
his appetite. His ſtools required the aſ- 
ſiſtance of a glyſter of oil, but in about a 
fortnight he had received ſo much ſtrength 
as to be able to walk to Bath for his wa. 
ter. By degrees the glyſters were left 
off, and in three weeks time all his com? 
plaints were removed by drinking the 
Bath waters. I ordered him once into the 
Hot Bath, and it gave him one natural 
ſtool, but he afterwards required theruſe 
of: glyſters, and I thought bathing weak 
ened him too much to repeat it at that 
time, and afterwards the coſtive habit 
being removed, by Gig the water 
Abr — nveee her th on ers 
$8:12270 nem 5/6554 04 07-48 pow 


2 After 
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-o 1A fter:'this recovery he continued 
_ drinking the water for ſome time thut 
has: never ſince had; anympediment:ts 
his health with regard to took, urine or 
any thing elſe, but is, at the time lam noi 
writing, a very healthy young Man. 
801201091 2: Br at t im ad 2122 
n this remarkable caſe it appears that 
the fever attending the meaſles, fixed up- 
on the ſecretory organs of urine; and the 
alimentary canal; whence aroſe the coſ- 
tiveneſs, and obſtruction of urine, attend · 
ed with an increaſe of pain, and inclina- 
tion to make water (without the power 
of diſcharging any) upon diuretics being 
adminiſtered, This pain continued till 
the parts became paralytic, which diſord- 
er was at laſt, after many months, reliev- 
ed by the uſe of the Hot Bath ; the ſpaſm 
upon the alimentary canal being firſt re · 
moved, and afterwards that upon the 
ſevretory organs of urine; / That theſe 
waters have a power greater than come 
. | water heated is evident from this 
caſe, 


— 
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cnſe, as well as others that might be pro- 
duced: what it is that gives them this 
entraondinary quality I muſt confeſs my 
ſolf ignorant. Some ha vr thoiight that 
the ſalts contained in them render them 
more penetrating than other waters, but, 
let it be what it will, the fact is notorious, 
to all who are much converſant with 
them, that they are endued with a po- 
er of removing meme 
— rn » 18312951016 


| 


G eg , ond 

Am this cafe it it is een that no 
urine was diſcharged for between ſeven 
or eight months. it may naturally be 
uſked what became of the urine, ſor flo 
Jong a Space of time, and by what» e+ 
munctory was this enn carried 
1 21 16 lu 543 1 76 5 
Etter 2103 1100 

* Urine 120 * ablorbed bm the bla 
der, and carried off by urinous ſweats, 


and at other times it has been carried off 


by ſtool, as is the caſe with birds, who 
2 diſcharge 


On, Earns = 38 
— n 
This . — the caſe in the 
ere asg the young man s. m 
ther from the urinous ſmell of large quan- 
tit ies of liquid. which from time to time 
were diſchargetd with the ſtools, upon 
the adminiſtration of glyſters, was fully 
latisfied that the urine paſſed that way, 
whillt its natural paſſage was obſtructed. 
. James Watty aged g3 Was admitted at 
the Glouceſter Infirmary. May 5th, and 
died July 14th. 1768. His complaints 
were a pain in the abdomen, and 4 debi- 
hey in the right leg and thigh; Which, 
before his death, became paralytie, and 
waſtedd. As he loſt fleſh a tumour Was 
e below the navel, which, up- 
diſſection, proved to be a Schirrhus 
oeh Meſentery; and had cauſed the pa- 
ralyſis, dy preſſing upon the large veſſels 
and nerves ſerving to nouriſh, and 
ben that part. In ſuch a caſe, how 
difficult is ir to determine, the origin of 
3 affection p * 15 PUP, had Lbs 
K An 
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| Then EPILEPSY. 


g a 


Ma years NT bard from ſome 
reverend Clergymen in Berkſhire 
of the ſucceſs they and their wives had 
had in giving the Flowers of the Carda- 
mine powdered in epileptic and convul- 
ſive fits, eſpecially to children. This had 
induced me to try this medicine former- | 
ly, and I thought 1 had ſome ſucceſs with 
it; but not e to W its uſe. 


Upon reading the account of the nee 
| of the Cardamine, Kuen by Drs IF 


12.24 


enn Uke. 9 


in wthe firſt volume of Medical Tranfacti- 
ons, publiſned by the college I deter- 
mined to try its efficacy once more ; and 
for this purpoſe wrote to one of my 
Friends in Berkſhire for the method he 
uſed in giving it; in anſwer to which, 
with à ſmall bottle of the powder, he ſent 
me the following particulars. In Epi- 
*5 Jeptic'caſes, eſpecially where the pati- 
ent is adult, or of good "ftrength, I. 
* always recommend the quantity of 
«. fifteen,” or ſixteen, grains twice a day, 

% upon à clear ſtomach. Some care is 
requiſite in mixing it with a little of 
«« your wine, or water, in a ſpoon to 
* unite the volatile parts, that none may 
be waſted, ' and then waſh it down 
«© with the remainder. An hour before 
s riſing; and the time of going to bed 
have been prefered to any others, in 

expedtation of "a gentle perſpiration. 
If chat can be obtained, or the patient 
can perceive a lively tingling in the 
_ * extremities of the toes and fingers, 
K 2 * you 
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t yon my depend upon a cure. As to 
the preparation of this powder, Lreceiu - 
ed the following account from the me 
gentle man, that the Cardamine was me- 
ver put in the ſun to dry, nor expoſed to 
a ſtronger heat than being laid before a 
kitchen fire. He likewiſe ãnformed me 
that the poder which, came off firſk up- 
on ſifting was more effettual chan what / 
was praduded uponififting after a- ſecond 
tritutationa the reaſon of which is that 
the greateſt virtue exiſts in theiitender 
patals of tha flower;;wbichare all 1 
ed, t οννd er in the firſt n 
poundang. it enn 10'- ls 10 . 
3 "74,14, Storr Ji ng ofizylo of? int, 
„Although the method retommended 
for drying cheſe Flowers is nothing more 
thari hat is generally diroctad. in drying 
medieinab plants, yet in ſo materia a 
caſe it more particularly, deſerves our 
attention i eſpedially as what has bern 
ehe 2 ſnbps has * OAT 
Soon br. n Sti: la r eis 
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laſs eſcacy than what was prepared by 
- nydrignd'sJady} b , n wit hefty 
10 FiOftt D9w4tged en on noi gs 
Having procured aphial of this po- 
der I made trial of at with two patients in 
the Glbuceſterſhire Inſir mary The. 
caſe ob Edward Williams I have already - 
mentioned in my Eſſay upon the Epilep- 
ſy. The other was Hannah Willin, aged 
twelve years, WhO admitted: at the 
Infirmary july igth 1769, having been 
illkten months with an. Epilepſy. The 
account which! I received from herſelf, 
and mother of the / origin ofther diſorder 
was, that, being ſent early in the morn- 
inguto a neighbouring farm houſe for 
milk, ſue ſaw ſomething black in the 
yurd ( ſuppoſed to be the ſhell of a large 
pumpion) and, being exceedingly frigiit- 
end atlit, fell into a fig, and was carried 
ind the farm houſe ſpeechleſs. In this 
fit iſiſe lay an hour or more. A few days 
aſtur ſtie had a repetition of the fat, and 
aguin in the morning of Michaelmas day. 
vll! | She 
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She was then bled, "IP was 0 
with fits all that day, ſucceeding one 
another. Theſe fits continued more or 
leſs | frequent almoſt every day, and 
often many in a day to the time of her. 
admiſſion, but were obſerved to be moſt 
Wen 5 — . on — moon. 


f The nene obſerved to ora her 
fits after he came into the houſe were, 
that ſhe fell down ſuddenly without any 
previous notice, . ſhe had generally con- 
vulſions, the: legs, arms, and eyes being 
affected; her hands were (clinched, and 
ſhe foamed: at the mouth. Theſe fits 
laſted about ten or twelve minutes, and 
ſhe had ſeveral of them every day. Six · 
teen grains of the flos Cardamines were 
given at a doſe, in a draught, being 
taken an hour before ſhe roſe. The fits 
ſoon left her after ſhe began upon this 
medicine, ſo chat in a fortnight, viz. July 


Ayth I ordered the uſe of the Cardamine 
to be diſcontinued, ſhe having been en- 
Mi. 1 80 tirely 


tirely free from her fits for many days. 
Auguſt the 4th the meaſles appeared, ſhe 
recovered with the uſual treatment; and 
having continued perfectly well to Sep- 
tember the 7th, ſhe was diſcharged cured, 
having had no return of her 0 nor tak- 
e more N Cardamine. i, 24952 


. 


Hl the latter — of 108 1 3 


from Glouceſter to Bath, and upon en- 
quiry found that this girl continued free 
from her fits for ſeveral months, but that 
they afterwards returned, and ſhe was 


again admitted to the hoſpital, when ſhe 
took the a and other medicines : 


to no effect. 


"Since 1 ended at Bath 1 have bad fe- 
veral opportunities of trying the effects 
of the Cardamine. P. T. aged about 
nineteen, had been troubled with Epi- 


leptic fits from twelve years of age, occa- 


ſioned by the death of her brother, whom 
ſhe ſaw die. From this time ſhe was 


\ 


harraled 


\ 
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hartaſed hy chte ſe fita. d very day: and'of- 
ten ſeveral times ina day. Having taken 
the gums, valerian and other mediones, 
uſually giver in Kpileptic caſes: ante 
out: ſuboeſs;: ſhe: applied o me. AU 
doſes of the Flores Cardamines, procured 
from my friend, put à flop to the fits, 
and afforded me an opportunity to make 
uſe of other medicines,” which her Caſe 
required. At this time going out to ſer- 
vice, hor fits) returnad in about a fort- 
night, aſter which ſhe had recourſe to 
the po dars only, which her apothecary, 
by my directions, had prepared. Sbe 
ſaid that the powders always did her 
ſervice; but that the fits often feturned 
for almoſt a year, when by taking the 
powders when :ſhe had not, as Well as 
hen ſhe had, the fits, they entirely left 
her, arid that ſhe had. whenllaft ſaw her, 
been two years free: from them, except 
one fit, which ſhe had about a year be- 
* end the ag mother. mol 
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Ann 8 aged near ſixteen, had an 
epileptic fit about ſixteen months be fore 
IL. ſaw her. It came ſuddenly, without 
any notice, as ſhe was coming down 
ſtairs; ſhe loſt her ſenſes, her hands were 
clenched, and ſhe continued in convulſi- 
ons half an hour. About a. fortnight 
afterwards, as ſhe was at breakfaſt, ſhe 
had, another fit, which. laſted about a 
quarter of an hour, From this time $0- 
the latter end of January following ſhe 
had no other return, but then, befare 
breakfaſt, ſitting with ber mother, the 
mother obſerved her look ill, her eyes 
began to be convulſed, and upon falling 

into a fit her hands were inverted. She 
had three other fits afterwards; the laſt of 
which was ſo violent as to require three 
people to hold her. In this ſituation ſhe 
applied to me the ſecond of February, 
1777, When by taking a few doſes of the 


Flores Cardamines, The e recov- 
ered, 1 g 


E The 
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The Epileptic fits in this patient might 


have their origin from obſtructions. But, 


if that was the caſe; it is to be remarked 
= they were removed by this medi- 
e, which is eſteemed rather friendly 


in in ſuch complaints; and proved eminent- 


ly ſo in the preſent inſtance, this girl 
baving taken no other medicine, and 
having been without fits, or any other 
complaint to the time of her marriage, 
which happened three years ago. She 


has continued well ever ſince, except 


having had one fit at the birth of her firſt 
child, but ſhe has ſince lain in with a ſe- 
cond without ſuch an event bappening. 


The banal PI of the Cardamine 
in the following caſe, alluded to in the 
addreſs to the reader, page 8, is ſo re- 
markable, that I cannot avoid taking this 
opportunity to inſert it. William Ed- 
wards, eight years of age, was brought to 

me February 21ſt, 1780. About ſeven 
1 8 before law Kum, he was ſudden- 


ly 


RR? 
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ly a affected with a convulſive involuntary 
motion in his right arm, which” in 0 
or three days affected his right leg alſo, 

and both kept in conſtant motion. In a 
few days the left ff de was affected, but 
not ſo much as the right. He was very 
well for ſtools at this time, and Went dai- 
ly to ſchool for a fortnight, but would 
often, as he walked, , give a fpring and fall 
down. From this time, the violence of 


the ſpaſms increaſed, ſo as to render him 
incapable of walking, or affiſting himfelf 


in any reſpect. When I firſt ſaw him, 


he was in violent convulfive motions in 
all parts of his Body.” His arms were 
thrown about as if fighting, and his head 
thrown back with violence; if his hands 
were held, the motions were equally vi- 


olent in his feet and legs, and contortions 
of the back, from theſe violent agitations, 
he gained no reſpite, but when he ſlept. 


Being put upon his legs, he endeavoured 
to run away, and avoid ſtrangers, but 


| could not ſtand alone, nor ſpeak but very 


L 2 little, 


, d 4 
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little, and that not to be underſigod/but 
by his: mother, or thoſe who were don 
n with him. f | 


4 ordered him as follows: 


n be gk in ſpijt. vn. *. 
*. . Tin Thebaic. * 


. Ting. Caſtor. a 3j. 
. xxx ter in die. ” 4 
This medicine having no ef upon 
the ſpaſms, and a coſtiveneſs ſucceeding, 
1 gave him tincture of Jalap, and ſpirit 
of Lavender, ſifteen drops of each, three 
times a day, without any other effect 
than opening the body. I then began 
with the powder of the Cardamine, 
' which, not only mitigated the violenee 
of his fits, but entirely removed them, 
without any other medicine. And the 
boy is now an healthy wy: in the ow | 

ne „ae 


92 = eve 
* 


I! 1 Bathing | 
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Bathing in'the Bath waters will ſome · 
times cure this kind of complaints, to 
inſtances of which, have fallen under 
my care, in the Bath Hoſpital ; one was 
à young woman with a convulſive moti- 
on of her arm, from a fever, and was cur- 
ed by bathing. The other was a boy 
with St. Vitus's dance, but he took the 
Cardamine at the ſame time he bathed: 
The Bath was not neglected in Edwards's 
caſe, it was uſed before he began — 15 
the Cardamine, but it did not ſucceed. 
II ttt i „ or}. ee ron ju"? 
a bedess Bund, a maſon, aged upwards 
of 46, about the year 1774, was affected 
with catchings in his throat, grinding his 
teeth; rolling his eyes, and looked ſome- 
times black in the face. Theſe ſymp- 
toms were obſerved by his wife, to whom 
he had then been married thirteen years; 
but he was ſo inſenſible of What had palſ- 
ſed, that he would not believe her when 
ſhe told him he had fits in his ſleep. He 
was affected in this manner far about a 
« year, 
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| year. In the ſecond: year he fell down 
ſeveral times in the ſtreet, and in other 
places in the day time, and often 
beat and hurt himſelf. About twelve 
months afterwards, being at work upon 
2 ſcaffold ſiſteen feet high; he fell in a 
fit to the ground, and was taken up fer 
dead, At this time I firſt ſaw him, and 
with bleeding. a bliſter to the neck, and 
tho Epileptie powders recovered him fo 
far as to go to work, but he had not his 
full ſtrength to go througb the whole 
day. From this time he continued free 
from bis fits ſot a month, after Which he 
had now and then one, and then continu- 
ed free for {ix weeks, when, the fats re- 
turning violently, his, wife came to me 
for more Powders,. which ſtopped the fits 
entirely for ſome time, and he afterwards 
until at laſt they came every night ſor 
recover the uſe of his intellects in the day 
Ado: Upon repeating the Powders: _ 

ts 
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fits were immediately ſtopped; and the 
man again enabled to go out to work. In 
this manner he went on to 1777. When 
able to work; and the fits cume but ſel - 
dom, I heard nothing of him, when they 
return d with violence his wife apply d 


for Powders, 

went tant wr £2 mt es ating hel 
"If this patient would have taken the 
Powders after his fits had leſt him, and 
now and then repeated them, though no 
fits ſhould have return'd, I cannot but 
imagine that he would have been entire- 
ly freed- from them. During the laſt 
five years, I often met this patient going. 
and returning from his work, and ſome- 
times have ſeen him in liquor, which 
made me not concern myſelf fo much 
about him as I otherwiſe ſhould have 
done: However as I was republiſhing 
this caſe, I enquired in what manner the 
fits affected him fince 1777, and find that 
they ſtill continue to viſit him, in a flight 
manner, once a month, and that if he 
45 A gets 


gets in diquor, which — 
are then more violent. 
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A My | 1 friend, who removed 
from Berk ſhire to Glouceſterſhire, and is 
ſince dead, told me that. all kinds of fits 
gave way to theſe Powders, and from 
his teſtimony, the caſes publiſhed by Dr. 
Baker in the iſt volume of the medical 
tranſactions, the ſucceſs that I am inform- 
ed has attended their uſe in the Briſtol 
Infirmary, and my own experience, I can- 
not but think that, if properly ad miniſter- 
ed by che faculty, and directions proper- 
ly obſerved by the patients, theſe Po- 

ders might be as much depended, upon 
in Epilepſiestas the bark is in the ague. 
A due degree of attention in the prepara- 
tion of this medicine, and a reaſonable 
perſeverance in its uſe, after the fits haue 
ceaſed, appear to be the chief requiſites 
for aſcertaining its virtues. N. n 46,9891 
e k lee eee Ann jn. 
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T 2 College of Phyſicians having 
the firſt volume of the Medical 
Tranſactions, expreſſed their deſire of 
receiving: ſuch obſervations as may tend 
towards perfecting the hiſtory of diſeaſes, 
or aſcertaining the effects of medicines; 
beg leave by your means to communi- 
cate to them the effects of a decoction of 
he inner bark of the common elm in cuta- 


— 


ol at St. Thomas's fs ond Cn a 


effects of this medicine appeared moſt 


bY Ale. 


number of caſes, I there obſerved, have 
ſelected the following; in which the 


conſpicuous, very few others beangy join- 
ed with it. | | 


- Ann Mooxey, was admitted, Sep- 
tember the 4th, 1738. She had been 
ſubject to itching eruptions on her arms 
and thighs for ſeveral, years. They ap» 
peared in autumn, continued in large 
patches all the winter, and diſappeared 
in the fpring. In this ſtate ſhe came to 
the Hoſpital; and was put upon the El 
decoctionp taking half a pint twice a day 
with, nitre diſſolved in it. October the 
ad, the e ruption wes: manifeſtly dimi- 
niſned. Odober 21ſt; the patients (kin 
was quite ſmooth, and ſhe was diſcharge 
ed cured, having taken the decoction 
the eme of her 8 2 
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She 
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She was ordered no other internal me- 
dinines, except a chlomel bolus October 


_ 14th} which in two day#became unnes 
ceſſary. Externally:ſhe uſecꝭ a ſulpᷣhut 


a ſew days it Mas exchanged for the coin 
mon cerate, as the itching of the erupti- 
ons iwere increuſed by the former. 


tir lot 230049 48190 ung Unt: 


Francis Wyerg was admitted October 
tha ſixth}! 1955; having à red itching 
eruption, covered with a furfuraceeus 
ſubſtance, diſperſed in large patches alt 
averiis body. He was ordered a calo- 
met bolus twWiee a week, and half a pint 
of the elm devoRtion' twice a day, and 
owtwardly- an ointment with white helle“ 
bbre At firſt che cintment | increaſed 
the itehingy hut being tolerable, it Was 
continued. Deeember the 29d, che pa- 
tients ſkin was in all . — and 


he was — rde 
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nob1-1 M2 Richardſon 


ad, and {ome emenagegues October 


ointment, when! firſt admitted: but after - 
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Richardſon. Martin, was admitted Ge- 
tober the ioth. 2755, being covered with 
3 dry white ſcurf all over his face, hands, 
arms, lege, and. body: in ſhort, from 
head to foot he was : a compleat leper, 
His legs and thighs were ſwoln, and pain- 
ful, except when placed horizontally; 
and large puſtules broke out in ſeveral 
parts of his body. He was ordered 'ta 
take half a pint of the elm decoction with 
nitre, twice a day And October a iſt, 
he had a purging bolus, with ten grains 
of calomel, which was only once repeat- 
ed. : Theſe were all the medieines he 
took. October the 27th;-| the leprous 
ſcales fell off, ſome of them as big as a 
man's hand, leaving the ney; ſkin as freſh. 
and red as under a bliſter. November 
the agth, the ſkin was perfectly ſmoath, 
the leproſy being entirely . _ | 
the patient nnn . 5 

5 „ nn 
| Obſerving theſs — effetts af the 
N in the Hoſ 1 upon patients, 
1 ſeldom, 
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ſeldom, if ever heard of aſter their dif- 
charge, I determined to make uſe of the 
firſt opportunities that offered, to find out, 
whether” ſuch cures were permament; 
and had the ſatisfaction to obſerve, that 
although they were rarely entirely effect. 
ed at the firſt retreat of the diſeaſe, yet 
by perſiſting in the ſame courſe; at pro- 
per ſeaſons, for ſome time, a compleat 
—— might generally be AE as 
mu by the ene — 
eme 1 
* Gardne r, a n — 
widow;”of Hempſteed, near the city of 
Glouceſter, in the ſpring of 1956, aged 
6g, came to me for advice, having been 
troubled with an eruption upon her ſkin 
every ſpring and autumn for twenty 
years. The original cauſe of: this com- 
plaint ſhe attributed to drinking a quart 
of cyder, when hot with work in the 
time of corn harveſt. After drinking it, 
ſhe had a ſhivering fit, and could not 
uy A "without: aſſiſtance, - She was 
ill 
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ill all the ſucceeding winter, and in abs 
ſpring following had an eruption all over 
ber body, but chieſly on her back. Ix 
reredad in ſummer, hut appeared the 
next autumn, and aſterwards every ſpring 
and fall in various parts of her body. 
until. ſhe applied to me, at Which time it 
vras upon ber arms. The arms were ex- 
coriated from the elhois to thewiults, and 
diſcharged an ichat, hich obliged her 
to keep them conſtantiy covered: * 
cloths, wine 6p the moiſture. 


itte 304 4 8 11 111 » It <) £40 / "TI 


4 r= the elm — 
. pared and ſent her, of which dran 
comſſantly Half a/ pint twice 1a day for 
forme mn, aud the eruption iiſap - 
peared; The nent autumn the efflors 
eſuence ſntoed itſeli in patches in all 
party>of the bedy which giuing' her. an 
il opinion af the medicine Which the 
imagined: had made er diforder more 
general, the dallowed: the advice af an 
ald woman, and ſmoaked tobacco! The 


[is eruption 
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eruption 1 ab uſual at winter, 
ſhe thought it the. eſſect of ithe*tobaces; 
efpedially, as ſhe obſerved that her ſali- 
va, diſcharged by ſmonking, taſted falt: 
wherefote the conitihued' the ut ef her 
pipe a the wintertttrlkr mot ont 
Ard hugs zh 1 
In the ſpring following her old diſor- 
der returned, and fixed apbiy her breaſts 
only, the reſt of hey? body being clear. 
The breaſts were 'exooriated; and diſ- 
charged an incher, in as violent a man- 
ner as the arms had the year before; 
which from the part affected, made 1 
believe ſhe . cancer. La 


men. {#1 ttt OLE 113640 TRY47 


In chis gate — wilkighyvbdgant 
again upon the elm decoction ; and prov = 
miſed to continue it as lung as thought 
proper. After drinking it as before, for 
ſome: months, ſhe leſi it off in june, her 
breafts having been well for ſix weeks. 
In September ſollowing ſhe began it a- 
gain, though no eruption appeared, and 
cot] continued 
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continued it till near Chriſtmas, when 
ſhe leſt it off entirely, no eruption ever 
afterwards: appearing, to the day of her 
death, which happened in the ſpring of 
the preſent year. Externally the lini- 
mentum album only was * both to 
nn and breaſt. {no 


— Heard, of — . this 
— applied to me in the ſpring 
of the year 2757, for a cutaneous foul- 
neſs, which had appeared upon him 
annually every ſpring and fall for ſeven- 
teen years. The account he gave of 

its original was, that, being hot and 
weary with mowing in the ſummer - time, 
he laid himſelf down on the ground 
to reſt, and took cold; and that in the 
following autumn the eruption firſt made 
its appearance about his waiſt. Some 
externals being uſed, the diſorder went 
aff; * AI with 1 


PF * | ' (pndacy 2 E 
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Upon application to Mr. Fendall, an 
eminent ſurgeon at Glouceſter, he was 
ſalivated/ by which the complaint was 
conſiderably leſſened for a time; but yet 
continued to break out every ſpring and 
autumn; until he cameto me, at Which 
time the puſtules were large with red ba- 
ſes, and covered with dry white ſcabs. 
They were almoſt» contiguous; and ap- 
peared in large patches in various parts 
ol the body, but moſtly upon the arms 
and legs. They itched very much, and 
were not unlike thoſe ſometimes obſerv- 
ed in an inveterate itch, or tke remains 
uf the venereal diſeaſe; for which reaſon 
perhaps the ſurgeon might ſalivate Ines 
tut nn ee 11307 eee einn M4013 223 
on of the Elm Bark, half a pint twiee a 
day, and at the ſame time ordered him 
ſome opening - medicines to be taken 
occaſionally, his body®being very coſ- 
tive. He continued theſe medicines 
very regularly all that ſpring, and re- 

: * : N peated 
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peated them the | following autumn, and 
the next ſpring: by which time he was 
Jo far recovered, that, the fmall remains 


the remedy until the ſpring of the year 
4750. Deſpairing of an entire cure, he 
thought himſelſ happy in the caſy con- 
dition he then was; but at my deſire, re- 
peating the decoction that one ſpring, 


appearance of it nen. „Hann hm 
anten Mere 07 254 ** 1630] 8 30 34.7: 
„Thee caſes giving —— ſat is fact ion 
as to the efficacy of the medicine, I 
have ſince, during ſix years attendance 
at the Glouceſter Infirmary, made it 
the babs.of my practice in a great many 
ſcorbutic. caſes with ſucceſs. But as 1 


antimonials, and ſuch other aſſi ſtants, 
which the convenience of that excellent 


charity affords, I cannot attribute the 


cures perſormed there to the Elm decocti- 
on only. | ib The 


# 


there uſed the warm bath, mercurials, 


giving him pg uneaſineſs, he /negleticd - 


and the next aujumn, he was quite clear- | 
ed of his complaint, and has had no 


tnt ee — oh 


The proportion of: this detoction is, 
four ounces of the inner bark täken 
freſh from the tree, to two quarts of Wa- 
ter, which are to be boiled to one If 
the Bark is very rich of the fap; and is 
boiled too long, the decoction becomes 
mucilaginous, and is chen diſegreeable 
to drink. But when properly made, its 
taſte is that of a pleaſant, mild #ftrivgent; 
2 from it is very auſ- 
I the deeoctiom be made in the 
— when the elm is in the bloſſom, 
it is of a beautiful light purple colour; 
but it is browner at other times of the 
year. The bark 1 made uſe of, was 
that next the wood, taken in the fpring,” 
from the ſmall but not the fmalleſt branch 
es; in the autumn, from the branching 
roots, as cs 4Þ at tht marr er Tay 


of ſap. 


This ee has been chiefly re- 
commended by authors for external uſes; 
r _o had purgative qualities attribat- 
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ed to it. I cannot ſay I have ever ob- 
ſerved them; but, on the contrary, have 
commonly been obliged to give ſome 
purging medicines with the decoction. 
I have often remarked, that, wherever 
this method ſucceeded beſt, it generally 
at firſt increaſed the effloreſcence; which 
circumſtance I uſually mentioned before 
hand to the patient ; leſt he, being inti- 
midated by it, as Ann Gardner was, and 
as many others have been, ſhould not 
perſiſt in its uſe long enough to effect a 
et me . | 


Should you think he ame Pa 
ons comprehended within the views of 
the .College, I beg the favour of 1 to 
en * and *. ; 

Your obliged, humble. e 


8 12, en ſa 


Since che 6 Iker was Publiſhed, | 
n . of the efficacy of a de. 
| coctian 
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coction of the Elm Bark have come to 


my knowledge; of which the n 
are ieee kb Let 
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obſtinate dry leproſy, and had tried the 
uſual remedies to no purpoſe, was at laſt 


informed, by a brother phyſician, of the 
above letter; and, being adviſed to try 


the decoction, I aſterwards received a 
letter from him thanking me for the be- 
 nefithe had received from it. 

A friend, with whom I was engaged to 
* tea, told me, that a lady, Who was 
a patient of mine from Coventry, was to 
meet me at his houſe that afternoon. As 


I knew I had no patient from Coventry 
at that time under my care, I could not 


conceive his meaning; until he explain- 


- 


ed it by informing me, that, having ſeen 


my letter, publiſhed in the medical tranſ- 
actions, ſhe had taken a decoction of the 
Elm Bark, and was cured of an obſtinate 
ſcorbutic 


* 


a 
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ſorbutie diſorder. The lady afterwards 
; and, confirming my friends, 
report, I aſked, how long ſhe had uſed 
the decoction; to which ſhe anſwered, - 


„ eee eee 0 io} 


411 Ts, 

Pures Mobs, acampenter, ho. ſpring, 
and fall had bad an eruption in various. 
parts af bis body for fix years, and 
which, upon every return, was more vi- 
olent than the preceding attack, came 
to me in the autumn of 1776, with a tette - 
ry eruption all over his body, ſo violent 
as to diſable him from. work, and con- 
ave him to his bed, notwithſtanding he 
had taken a great variety of medicines 
recommended in ſuch caſes. A purge 
or two with an ointment, compoſed of 
- hoamentum album Zii. pulv. e ceruſſa 
zu. dryed up his fores; and the uſe of 
the decoction, with a little calomel given 
occaſionally, made the return of his diſ -. 
order the ſpring following very ſlight. 
| : health, 
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coftion ſpring and fall for ſome time, and 
that he is n AE, 5 


afflifcd many years with an obſiitiate 
ſcorbutic ulcer in his leg: By drinking 
the Elm decoftion, his leg was brought 
to an healing ſtate, and perfectly cured 
in 1777» mel wt Fan whole ever 


— foutneſſes are' 10 END) 
ſuppoſed to ariſe from a Aetatictiof acrid 
humours, which ought to have been dif- 
charged by the pores of the ſkin. Their 
origin frequently is from an obſtruction 
of the perſpiration, occaſioned by cold 
air, or cold water, externally applied: 

and the effect will be the ſame, if water, 
cyder, or any other liquor, (not ſpirituous) 
be drank cold, whilft a perſon is hot. 
From a coarſe bad diet, or a fever, the 
ory max! being »„— the or- 


gans 
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gans of perſpiration will thence be load - 


ed with an acrid ſerum, and the ſame 
event will frequently happen 0 81 1111 


The Bath Waters "AS long berwerle- 
| brated for the removal of theſe com- 
plaints; and hence a large proportion of 
the patients in the Bath Hoſpital, are al 
ways found Jabouripg under leprous and 
other, cutaneous efuptions. The water 

by ſoftning the ſkin, and opening the 
perſpiratory veſſels, lets go the impacted 
acrid ſerum, at the ſame time that a dry- 
ing quality in the water, heals the ulce- 
rated parts, by which means patients are 
often cured by bathing alone. But the 
Bath Waters are uſually taken inwardly 
at the ſame time to expel the acrid hu- 
mour by the ſkin, and ointments ung to 
. Aubricate it. 4 + $247 | 
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Although patients are Frequently. 0 com- 
pleatly cleanſed in this manner, yet after 
ſome months they often apply for read; 
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miſſion with the ſame complaints. F or 
this reaſon I commonly order the Elm 
decoction, -to be taken inwardly at 

the ſame time they bathe, and when dif- 
miſſed from the Hoſpital, give them in- 
ſtructions to prepare the decoction for 
themſelves, and to uſe it for a confidera- 
ble time. Whether this method properly 
obſerved, and perſiſted in, will prevent 
the re-admiſſion of ſuch patients will here- 
after be known; but from the experience 

of the above caſes, there is the greateſt 

reaſon to expect it will. | 
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